BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMIISSION
Kathleen R. Anthony




:








:


v.





:

C-2018-3000490







:

PPL Electric Utilities Corporation


:

ORDER DENYING A FOURTH CONTINUANCE


On August 30, 2019, I received Kathleen R. Anthony’s (Complainant) request for continuance of a hearing currently scheduled for October 31, 2019.  Complainant asserts she has identified a medical doctor who is willing to evaluate her, but the earliest appointment is January 27, 2020.  Further, Complainant claims she is in the process of securing an additional witness, Dr. Tania Slawecki, but claims that this witness is not available to provide direct written testimony until after January 1, 2020.  

On September 6, 2019, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (Respondent or PPL) filed an objection to the request for continuance.  The request for continuance is ripe for a decision.

Generally, a party may seek and receive an extension of time where good cause is shown.  52 Pa. Code § 1.15(a)(1) and (b).  In the instant case, Complainant’s original complaint was filed on March 15, 2018, nearly one and one-half years ago.  There has been ample time provided for Complainant to prepare her case for the October 31, 2019 hearing.  Complainant filed two previous requests for continuance on August 16, 2018 and January 29, 2019, which were granted.   A third continuance, one requested by PPL, was granted after Complainant filed an Amended Formal Complaint.   The Order Granting Third Continuance stated: “no further requests for continuances will be granted absent exigent circumstances.”  Order Granting Third Continuance at 2.  

Complainant’s request is opposed by the utility and she has failed to show exigent circumstances exist warranting a fourth continuance of the hearing scheduled for October 31, 2019.  Complainant’s failure to secure and identify witnesses prior to the deadline for written expert testimony of August 30, 2019, does not warrant a fourth continuance.  Accordingly, said request will be denied.

THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That Complainant’s request for a fourth continuance of the initial hearing at Docket No. C-2018-3000490 is denied.



2.
That the hearing shall be held as scheduled on October 31, 2019.

Date: September 11, 2019




/s/











Elizabeth H. Barnes







Administrative Law Judge
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