BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Julie Wasileski					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2019-3012066
							:
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority		:


Julie Wasileski					:
							:
	v.						:		F-2019-3012090
							:
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority		:
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INTERIM ORDER
GRANTING MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE AND
REFERRING THE PROCEEDING TO MEDIATION

		On August 1, 2019, Julie Wasileski (Complainant) filed two formal complaints against Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (PWSA), relating to a large make-up bill for service rendered at a property she owns at 3023 Viola Street, Pittsburgh, PA.  

		PWSA filed separate answers to both complaints on August 27, 2019.  Also on August 27, 2019, PWSA filed a motion to consolidate both complaints.  The Complainant did not file an objection to the consolidation.

		As the formal complaints set forth identical allegations regarding the same property, PWSA’s motion to consolidate will be granted.

		It is the policy of the Commission to encourage settlements.  52 Pa.Code § 5.231.  Also, it is Commission policy to encourage mediation during which the parties may attempt to resolve the case with the aid of a mediator.  52 Pa.Code §§ 69.391– 69.397.  The mediator, a neutral staff member within the Mediation Unit of the Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge, does not give advice, represent any party, evaluate or make a decision.  Instead, the mediator assists the parties in their efforts to come to an agreement thereby avoiding the time, expense and uncertainty of litigation.  Mediation is an informal process where the parties can discuss a full range of settlement options beyond those which can be ordered by the Commission in the formal adjudication process.

THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the motion to consolidate the formal complaints of Julie Wasileski at Docket Nos. C-2019-3012066 and F-2019-3012090, is granted.

		2.	That the case be and is hereby referred to the Commission’s Mediation Unit for the Commission’s mediation review process.

	3.	That in the event the parties are unable to resolve this matter with the assistance of the mediator, the case shall be scheduled for a formal hearing before the undersigned presiding officer.


Date:  October 3, 2019						/s/				
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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