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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIAPRIVATE 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

400 NORTH STREET, HARRISBURG, PA 17120
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE







October 18, 2019
ALL PARTIES OF RECORD



Re:
Michael W. Chattin, Complainant 
v. 




Pennsylvania Electric Company, Respondent




Docket Number: C-2017-2630649

On October 3, 2018, the Parties to the above captioned complaint were served with the Initial Decision of Administrative Law Judge DeVoe (ALJ DaVoe), along with a Secretarial Letter dated October 3, 2019, indicating the period in which the Parties may file Exceptions and Reply Exceptions to the ALJ’s Initial Decision. The Complainant has twenty (20) days from the date of service of the Secretarial Letter and Initial Decision or until the close of business (4:30 p.m. EST) on Wednesday, October 23, 2019, to file Exceptions, and the Respondent has until the close of business on Monday, November 4, 2019 to file Reply Exceptions.  

On October 9, 2019, my office received the enclosed letter from the Complainant objecting to the electronic signature of ALJ DeVoe on the Initial Decision.  
First, ALJ DeVoe’s use of an electronic signature on the Initial Decision has been adopted by the Commission as acceptable practice since 2015.  Furthermore, Appellate Court Judges have also been using electronic signatures in the Pennsylvania Commonwealth, Superior and Supreme Courts. Exceptions to an ALJ’s Decision must be filed in accordance with 52 Pa. Code Section 5.533. Therefore, since the Complainant’s letter objecting to the ALJ’s use of an electronic signature does not constitute the filing of Exceptions, the letter is rejected as an unacceptable filing.
Second, review of the Complainant’s letter indicated the Complainant had not served the Respondent Party with his filing which is required under 52 Pa. Code Section 1.58. Therefore, in order to ensure due process, the Commission is serving this Secretarial Letter along with a copy of the Complainant’s unacceptable letter. 
The Complainant now has until the close of business on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 to file timely Exceptions to the ALJ’s Decision as prescribed by 52 Pa. Code Section 5.533 of the Commission’s regulations, or the Complainant may forfeit his right to file exceptions.
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Sincerely,







Rosemary Chiavetta






Secretary

Enclosures
cc:
All Parties of Record

Office of Special Assistants
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