BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Christopher Lyons					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2019-3011804
							:
[bookmark: _Hlk22645054]Metropolitan Edison Company			:



ORDER


		This Order holds in abeyance the determination of a procedural schedule pending a discussion between the parties that may resolve the Complaint.

		On July 29, 2019, Christopher Lyons (Complainant) filed a formal Complaint with the Commission asserting that Metropolitan Edison Company (Company or Met-Ed), wished to install a smart meter at Complainant’s residence but that Complainant objected to the placement alleging a health hazard.  Complainant also objected to termination of service based on non-compliance with smart meter placement.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	Met-Ed ceased termination proceedings upon the filing of the formal Complaint.] 


		On August 19, 2019, Met-Ed filed an Answer and New Matter in which the Company explained the statutory requirement to place smart meters throughout its service territory consistent with Act 129 of 2008 (Act 129).  The New Matter also asserted that the Complaint is legally insufficient because to grant the Complainant’s requested relief, the Commission would be compelling Met-Ed to violate the law.  Met-Ed requested dismissal of the Complaint with prejudice or a prehearing conference.

		Also on August 19, 2019, Met-Ed filed Preliminary Objections objecting to the Complaint as legally insufficient.  Both Met-Ed’s New Matter and Preliminary Objections were respectively endorsed with a Notice to Plead.  Complainant did not file an Answer or responsive pleading to either filing.

		On September 24, 2019, the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) issued a corrected hearing notice setting October 23, 2019 as the date for a telephonic prehearing conference in this case.  The conference convened on that date.  Complainant appeared on his own behalf, and Tori L. Geisler, Esquire, appeared on behalf of Met-Ed.

		After a constructive discussion, it was decided that the parties would try to determine whether placement of the smart meter at a location remote from the residence would be feasible and relieve Complainant’s concerns.  Pursuant to the Commission’s Regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 5.231(a), it is the Commission’s policy to promote settlements.  Thus, I agreed to hold this matter (and by extension, Met-Ed’s Preliminary Objections) in abeyance pending the outcome of those talks.  If the parties have any questions during their discussions, an informal telephonic conference will be arranged.


		THEREFORE;

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That this case and the Preliminary Objections filed by Metropolitan Edison Company to the formal Complaint filed by Christopher Lyons will be held in abeyance pending the outcome of settlement talks between the parties.

		2.	That counsel for Metropolitan Edison Company will keep me apprised of the progress of the settlement talks every thirty (30) days from the date of issuance of this Order.
		
		
Date:	October 23, 2019			/s/			
		Dennis J. Buckley
		Administrative Law Judge
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