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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On August 29, 2019, PECO Energy Company (PECO), Utility Code 110550, filed a Letter of Notification (LON) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  

Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Philadelphia City Council President, Department of Licenses and Inspections for the City of Philadelphia and Philadelphia Mayor, et al.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.


PECO requests approval to tap into the existing Parish-Bala Cynwyd 230 kV Transmission Line (Parish-Bala Cynwyd) in the City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  The subject section of the transmission line will extend approximately 0.6 miles from the Parish and Bala Cynwyd Substations to the Upland Substation.
PECO states that the proposed HV transmission line is needed to connect the new Upland Substation to the transmission grid and retire the Overbrook Substation.  PECO further states the Overbrook Substation has been in service since 1941 with some of the lines being the same age.  PECO notes the Overbrook substation has both 34-4 kV transformers and 34-13 kV transformers.  PECO also notes 4 kV distribution creates greater line losses and difficulty with voltage regulations, therefore, PECO has limited construction of new 4 kV facilities since the 1960’s and seeks to retire those facilities when it has the reasonable opportunity to do so.  In addition, PECO states maintenance of the substation facilities has become increasingly difficult as replacement parts are not readily available.

PECO states that the existing Overbrook Substation serves approximately 10,190 customers which includes residences, businesses, health care facilities, schools, and government support services.  The load that will be served by the new Upland Substation is currently being served from 4 sources: 1) The Overbrook Substation 2) The Bala Substation 3) The Parish Substation and 4) The Llanerch Substation.  These four substations are collectively loaded at 96% of their available capacity.
PECO states that the construction proposed at the Upland Substation will substantially reduce the likelihood of a long-term outage caused by the inability to acquire replacement parts.  PECO further states that to address these issues it will retire the Overbrook Substation and construct the new Upland Substation.  PECO states that the new substation will distribute load at 34-13 kV.  PECO avers that the above project was presented at the February 2019, PJM Interconnection, LLC Sub-Regional Transmission Expansion Planning Committee meetings and assigned supplemental project number s1849.
PECO states that the proposed project (Proposed Project) consists of constructing a 230 kV tie line by tapping into the existing Parish-Bala Cynwyd Transmission Line.  PECO states that to facilitate the line tap they will construct eight new transmission poles, 125 feet in height up to a maximum of 165 feet in height and one structure is being removed that is approximately 133 feet in height, on existing electrified SEPTA/Amtrak railroad right-of-way between the new Upland Substation and two structures on the Parish-Bala Cynwyd Transmission Line.  PECO further states the new line extension will be a double circuit line constructed on the same towers.
PECO states that the benefits realized from building the Upland Substation comes from the upgrade to a 13kV system.  The outdated 4 kV technology is past its service life and replacement parts are not readily available.  The combination of age of the equipment and the inability to source replacement parts exposes the substation to the possibility of a long-term outage should there be a major component failure.  There are additional benefits realized at the other three substations that will have load reduced by the activation of the Upland Substation.
PECO maintains the Proposed Project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds the requirements specified in the National Electrical Safety Code, Occupational Safety and Health Administration safety standards, and all applicable legal requirements.
PECO states that the Proposed Project will be designed and installed on PECO’s easement within the larger railroad right-of-way (ROW) and that the easement within the ROW is 100 feet in width.  The total estimated cost for the Proposed Project is approximately $69 million, including an estimated cost of $7.1 million for the LON portion of the project and an estimated $61.9 million for Upland Substation costs.  All of the project costs will be assumed by PECO.  Construction of the Proposed Project is anticipated to commence in November 2019 with a proposed in-service date of December 2021.
Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated LON siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 

right-of-way.

(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing

transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, 
character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

The formal PECO Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i)(vi) because the Proposed Project will construct a 230 kV Transmission Line Tap from the Existing Parish-Bala Cynwyd Transmission Line to Upland Substation such that it remains entirely within existing transmission line right-of-way and because the proposed transmission line tap is less than 2 miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  

We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not address the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PECO Energy Company, to Construct a 230 kV Transmission Line Tap from the Existing 220-20 Transmission Line to Upland Substation in the City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  

2. That upon completion of the subject project, PECO Energy Company shall submit the final project cost to the Commission.

3. That upon completion of Ordering Paragraph 2, this proceeding at Docket 
No. A-2019-3012631 be closed. 

[image: image1.png]


BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: October 24, 2019
ORDER ENTERED:  October 24, 2019
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