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INTERIM ORDER
DIRECTING THE PARTIES TO CONFER REGARDING COMPLAINANT REQUEST FOR A PROTECTIVE ORDER FILED BY COMPLAINANT AND EXTENDING THE DEADLINE FOR COMPLAINANT TO COMPLY WITH THE ORDER GRANTING RESPONDENT’S MOTION TO COMPEL ENTERED ON MAY 22, 2019, AND TO EXCHANGE WITNESS INFORMATION 

On December 27, 2018, an Interim Order was entered requiring the Parties to exchange witness information by February 14, 2019.

On January 15, 2019, Respondent forwarded to Complainant interrogatories and document requests (Discovery Requests) via first class mail.  In its Discovery Requests, the Company sought information and documents related to Complainant’s allegations regarding the Company’s smart meters.  

On April 24, 2019, Respondent filed a Motion to Compel Responses to Interrogatories and Document Requests (Motion to Compel).  A full copy of the Company’s Discovery Requests was attached as Exhibit A to the Motion to Compel.  Respondent averred that Complainant did not file any timely objections to the Discovery Requests and did not provide responses or documents by the due date.    

		On May 22, 2019, an Interim Order was entered granting the Motion to Compel Discovery Responses filed by Respondent and directing Complainant to serve upon counsel for Respondent, full and complete responses to all of the Interrogatories and Request For Production of Documents, not later than June 6, 2019. 

		On June 28, 2019, Respondent filed a Motion to Dismiss the Complaint.
	
		On October 15, 2019, the undersigned Presiding Officer received a letter from Complainant objecting to the Motion to Dismiss and requesting a Protective Order.  No information was provided by Complainant to support the request for a Protective Order or to specify what information was sought to be protected.

In order to complete discovery in this matter and provide the Parties with an opportunity to confer and attempt to agree to the terms of a protective order or submit proposed protective orders in this proceeding, the following order will be entered.  

	      	THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Parties shall confer on or before November 8, 2019 and attempt to agree or stipulate to the terms of a Protective Order to address the disclosure and use of discovery materials and other sensitive information in this proceeding.    

2. That on or before November 15, 2019, the Parties shall submit a stipulated Protective Order or, in the event an agreement is not reached by the Parties, either Party may submit a request for a Protective Order and a proposed Protective Order to the undersigned Presiding Officer. 

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]That under the circumstances in this case, the deadline of June 6, 2019, imposed for Complainant to serve full and complete discovery responses upon Respondent, to exchange witness information and to file a Certificate of Service evidencing such service, is hereby extended to November 15, 2019.
4. That the failure of Complainant to Comply with the terms of this Order will result in the imposition of sanctions, which may include dismissal of the Complaint. 


Date:  October 30, 2019							/s/			
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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