BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMIISSION
Trent Nickels





:








:


v.





:

C-2019-3008215







:

PPL Electric Utilities Corporation


:

ORDER DENYING COMPLAINANT’S 
SECOND REQUEST FOR A CONTINUANCE


On October 28, 2019, I received Trent Nickels’ (Complainant) request that the hearing currently scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. on November 5, 2019, be continued until January 14, 2020 for the reason that his wife has health issues and he works long hours with frequent travel; thus, he will not be adequately prepared for hearing without his wife’s assistance.  
On October 31, 2019, I received a letter from PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (Respondent) objecting to the second request for continuance.  PPL contends that as the complaint was served on March 1, 2019, eight months ago, Complainant has had sufficient time to prepare for the October 31, 2019 hearing and only offers the same reasons as before for a continuance.  Complainant has failed to show good cause warranting a second continuance. 
Generally, a party may seek and receive an extension of time where good cause is shown.  52 Pa. Code § 1.15(a)(1) and (b).  In the instant case, Complainant’s original complaint was filed on March 1, 2018, eight months ago.  There has been ample time provided for Complainant to prepare his case for the November 5, 2019 hearing.  The hearing in this case was originally scheduled for September 23, 2019 as a telephonic hearing.  The case was rescheduled to November 5, 2019, upon Complainant’s request on September 16, 2019.   Complainant’s 
Complainant’s excuse five business days before the scheduled hearing that he needs several more months for his wife to prepare his case does not warrant a further continuance.  The request is untimely and PPL objects to the continuance.  Accordingly, said request will be denied.



THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That Trent D. Nickels’ Request for a Second Continuance of the evidentiary hearing scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on November 5, 2019 at Docket No. C-2019-3008215 is denied. 


2.
That the hearing shall be held as scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. on November 5, 2019.

Date: November 1, 2019




/s/











Elizabeth H. Barnes







Administrative Law Judge
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