BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Christ Temple Church of Pittsburgh			:
c/o Marvin Rawlings					:
						:
v.						:		C-2019-3008013
:
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority		:



SECOND INTERIM ORDER
To Schedule Further Hearing


Before
Katrina L. Dunderdale
Administrative Law Judge


HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDING

On February 21, 2019, Marvin Rawlings, on behalf of Christ Temple Church of Pittsburgh (Complainant or Christ Temple Church) filed a Formal Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (Respondent or PWSA).  Christ Temple Church alleged Respondent threatened to shut off water service and there were incorrect charges on the billing statements.  Specifically, Complainant alleged it received a bill for $11,799 in February 2018 when the building had not been occupied for almost two years.  Complainant averred the building was no longer in use and utility service was not in use at the service address.  Complainant requested the Commission order PWSA to correct the bills and cease attempting to terminate service.    

		On March 14, 2019, PWSA filed its Answer and New Matter.  PWSA denied incorrect charges on the bills and averred it continues to provide water and sewer services to the service address.  PWSA alleged there was evidence of meter tampering when it inspected the meter and facilities in May 2018.  PWSA averred in New Matter that Complainant is a non-profit corporation which must be represented by an attorney and cannot be represented by Marvin Rawlings (Mr. Rawlings), who was the senior pastor.    

On August 8, 2019, the Commission issued a Call-In Telephonic Hearing Notice scheduling this matter to be heard at an initial telephonic hearing on Monday, September 23, 2019 from the Commission’s offices in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  On August 15, 2019, the presiding officer issued the Prehearing Order which outlined various procedural matters, including how to request a continuance.
 
On September 23, 2019, the presiding officer convened the initial hearing.  Mr. Rawlings was present by telephone, but Complainant was not represented by counsel.  PWSA was represented by Carl Shultz, Esquire, who had two witnesses available to testify.  The presiding officer advised the parties that a hearing could not proceed if Complainant was not represented by an attorney, pursuant to 52 Pa.Code § 1.21.  After discussing the Formal Complaint outside the presiding officer’s presence, the parties requested that a further hearing be scheduled in November 2019.  

On September 24, 2019, the presiding officer issued the First Interim Order which granted a continuance and ordered a further hearing be scheduled in November 2019.  

Thereafter, on September 25, 2019, the Commission issued a Further Call-In Telephone Hearing Notice scheduling a further telephonic hearing for Tuesday, November 19, 2019, from the Commission’s offices in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

On November 8, 2019, a Notice of Entry of Appearance was filed with the Commission by Jeremy V. Farrell, Esq., as counsel for Complainant.  On the same day, counsel for Complainant filed a Joint Motion for Continuance.  Complainant’s counsel indicated he had not been able to receive a copy of the pleadings in the case yet and needed additional time in which to prepare for a hearing.  The Joint Motion averred both parties agreed a continuance of 60-90 days would be appropriate in order to give the parties time in which to explore settlement.
A review of the parties’ request leads to the conclusion a sufficient cause exists under the circumstances for a continuance of two to three months in duration.  Pursuant to 52 Pa.Code § 5.231(a), the Commission promotes settlement between parties, although parties do not have an unlimited amount of time in which to pursue settlement.  In addition, Complainant’s counsel identified a legitimate need to have time in which to review pleadings in this matter.  This request will be granted because the stated reasons appear to be reasonable, the request is consistent with Commission policy and the averments show sufficient cause exists, under the circumstances.  Accordingly, the request to schedule a further hearing will be granted.  

		THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That the request of the parties to schedule a further telephonic hearing in February 2020, is granted.  The parties will receive a new Hearing Notice from the Commission which sets forth the date and time for a Telephonic Further Hearing.


Date:  November 15, 2019							/s/			
								Katrina L. Dunderdale
								Administrative Law Judge
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