d COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVIGES

OF PHILADELPHIA

December 9, 2019
VIA E-File

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
400 North Street, Filing Room
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re: 2019 Amendments to Policy Statements on Customer Assistance Programs 52 Pa.
Code §§ 69.261-69.267, Docket No. M-2019-3012599;

Energy Affordability for Low-Income Customers in Pennsylvania, Docket No. M-
2017-2587711;

Review of Universal Service and Energy Conservation Programs, Docket No. M-
2017-2596907

Letter Answer to Energy Association of Pennsylvania’s Petition for Stay of
Ordering Paragraphs Six, Seven, and Eight

Dear Secretary Chiavetta,

On November 20, 2019, the Energy Association of Pennsylvania (EAP) filed a Petition for Stay
of Ordering Paragraphs Six, Seven, and Eight of the Public Utility Commission’s (Commission)
Final Policy Statement Order in the above referenced dockets, entéred on November 5, 2019
(November 5 Order). EAP also filed a Petition for Reconsideration of Ordering Paragraphs Six,
Seven, and Eight of the November 5 Order.

The Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-
PA), the Tenant Union Representative Network (TURN), and Action Alliance of Senior Citizens
of Greater Philadelphia (Action Alliance) (collectively, the Low-Income Advocates), file this

letter in licu of a formal Answer to EAP’s Petition for Stay.
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By way of background, EAP’s Petition for Stay is narrow — and addresses only Paragraphs Six,
Seven, and Eight of the Commission’s November 5 Order.! Those ordering paragraphs are
procedural in nature - they require utilities (EAP members) to file and serve addendums to their
Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan dockets. As EAP notes, neither the Petition for
Reconsideration nor the Petition for Stay challenge the substance of the amended CAP Policy

Statement as finalized by the Commission in its Final Policy Statement Order.?

On November 25, 2019, the Commission entered an Order granting EAP’s Petition for
Reconsideration pending review on the merits.? In that same Order, the Commission also granted
EAP’s Petition for Stay “[w]ithout addressing the merits of EAP’s assertions in its request of a
stay, and without any concession as to the likelihood of EAP prevailing on the merits or if the

energy utilities suffering harm absent a stay . . .

While the T.ow Income Advocates do not think that a stay is necessary, or that EAP came
anywhere close to meeting its burden under the Process Gas® standard, the Commission appears
to have determined that prudence dictates a short stay of the requirements contained in its
Ordering Paragraphs Six, Seven, and Eight. Ultimately, the Low Income Advocates do not
oppose a brief stay of Ordering Paragraphs Six, Seven, and Eight in order for the Commission to
expeditiously review and dispose of EAP’s Petition for Reconsideration. However, we wish to
be clear that the EAP’s Petition for Reconsideration, and its associated request for a stay, does
not question the appropriateness of the Final CAP Policy Statement. As such, the Low Income
Advocates assert that there should be no further delay in in the publication or effectiveness of the
Final CAP Policy Statement. The Final CAP Policy Statement should be published in the

Pennsylvania Bulletin without delay.

1 Petition for Stay at 2-3.

2 Petition for Stay at 6.

32019 Amendments to Policy Statement on Customer Assistance Program, 52 Pa. Code. § 69.261-69.267, PUC
Docket No. M-2019-3012599, Order (Nov. 25, 2019) at 2. The Low Income Advocates, in requesting an extension
to file Answers to the Petitions for Reconsideration, had indicated that they did not oppose the Commission granting
reconsideration pending review on the merits.

42019 Amendments to Policy Statement on Customer Assistance Program, 52 Pa. Code. § 69.261-69.267, PUC
Docket No. M-2019-3012599, Order (Nov. 25, 2019) at 2.

S Pa PUC v. Process Gas Consumers Group, 467 A.2d 805, 808-9 (Pa. 1983).



Respectfully Submitted,

Community Legal Services
On Behalf of TURN and Action Alliance

Joline R. Price, Esq., PA ID 315405
Josie B. H. Pickens, Esq., PA ID 309422
Robert W. Ballenger, Esq., PA ID 93434
1424 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19102-2505
215-981-3700

jprice(iclsphila.org

ipickens{@clsphila.org

rhallengerdclsphila.org

CC:

Joseph Magee (jmagee(@pa.gov)
Jennifer Johnson (jennifjohni@pa.gov)
Louise Fink Smith (finksmith(@pa.gov)

Pennsylvania Utility Law Project
On Behalf of CAUSE-PA

fQ\W(/

Ria Pereira, Esq., PA 1D 316771
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq., PA 1D 309014
Patrick M. Cicero, Esq., PA 1D 89039
John Sweet, Esq., PA ID 320182

118 Locust Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

717-236-9486

pulp@palegalaid.net




BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
2019 Amendments to Policy Statements

on Customer Assistance Programs 52 : Docket No. M-2019-3012599
Pa. Code §§ 69.261-69.267 :

Energy Affordability for Low-Income : Docket No. M-2017-2587711
Customers in Pennsylvania :

Review of Universal Service and Energy : Docket No. M-2017-2596907
Conservation Programs :

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing Letter in Lieu of
Answer of CAUSE-PA and TURN et al. to the Petition of the Energy Association of

Pennsylvania for Stay in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 in the manner

and upon the persons listed below.

VIA FIRST-CLASS MAIL AND/OR EMAIL

Donna M.J. Clark, Esq. Terrance J. Fitzpatrick

Vice President and General Counsel President & CEO

Energy Association of Pennsylvania Energy Association of Pennsylvania
800 North Third Street, Suite 205 800 North Third Street, Suite 205
Harrisburg, PA 17102 Harrisburg, PA 17102
delark{@energypa.otg tfitzpatrick@energypa.org
Christy M. Appleby, Esq. Phillip D. Demanchick

Office of Consumer Advocate Oftfice of Consumer Advocate
5th Floor, Forum Place 5th Floor, Forum Place

555 Walnut Street 555 Walnut Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923

PDemanchick(@paoca.org

CAppleby(@paoca.org

On Behalf of TURN and Action Alliance and

CAUSE-PA

=

Joline Price, Esq., PA ID 315405
1424 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102-2505
215-981-3700

December 9, 2019 jprice@clsphila.org




