BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Liza Mousios 						:
							:		C-2019-3007989 
	v.						:
							:
Metropolitan Edison Company


[bookmark: _GoBack]Roy Cumming						:
							:
v.						:		C-2019-3007995
							:
							:
Metropolitan Edison Company



PREHEARING ORDER
COMPLAINANTS' MOTION TO DELAY HEARING 

The Complainants have filed this action seeking to prevent Metropolitan Edison from installing a smart meter at the service address. 

A call-in telephonic hearing was scheduled for Monday, October 28, 2019, and Tuesday, October 29, 2019.  The Complainants requested an in-person hearing.  

The telephonic hearing was cancelled, and this matter was transferred to the undersigned on October 21, 2019.  An in-person hearing is scheduled for January 14-15, 2020, beginning at 9:30 a.m. each day.  

The Complainants have filed a Motion to Delay the hearings.  They are asking for a second continuance until smart meter matters pending before the Commonwealth Court have been adjudicated, dates uncertain.  Met-Ed objects to such a continuance, noting that the matter was already continued once and that this would set an unwanted precedent for other pending smart meter matters.
The law can only be applied as it exists. As the Commission has noted, action should not be taken based on speculation. Pa. PUC v. Duquesne Light Company, 1987 Pa. PUC Lexis 342; Commonwealth v. Thomas, 51 A.3d 255 (Pa. Super. Ct. 2012)).  

Neither should the Commission delay or halt matters pending uncertain outcomes or actions or in anticipation of a change in the law, particularly given uncertain time schedules and resolution.  There is no inclination or reason here to wait until petitions for reconsideration or any appeals are settled in other smart meter matters.  See Assumption of Commission Jurisdiction Over Pole Attachments from the Federal Communications Commission, Docket Number L-2018-3002672 (Order entered September 3, 2019). 

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Complainants' request to continue the hearing is DENIED.

2. That the hearing will be held as scheduled on January 14, 2020, beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

3. That ON OR BEFORE January 7, 2020, parties are to provide one another with a final witness list and copies of all exhibits and statements to be presented at the hearing.  

4. That parties are to bring to the hearing 5 copies of any exhibits to be presented.  Exhibits should be properly pre-marked for identification.

5. That any stipulations should be submitted to the Administrative Law Judge no later than noon on January 13, 2020.


6. That the parties should meet by telephone or in person in an effort to resolve this matter no later than January 7, 2020. 


Date:	December 13, 2019						/s/			
							Darlene D. Heep
						Administrative Law Judge
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