

BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Conchita Braun					:	
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-3003001
							:
Metropolitan Edison Company			:
						


INTERIM ORDER
ADDRESSING LETTER FROM COMPLAINANT DATED DECEMBER 4, 2019

		The Parties have agreed that the hearing in this case will be scheduled as a call‑out telephonic hearing and will take place on January 29, 2020, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  

		Accordingly, an interim order was entered on December 2, 2019 confirming the requirements for the evidentiary hearing.  A corrected interim order confirming requirements for evidentiary hearing was entered on December 18, 2019.

The telephonic hearing is scheduled for January 29, 2020, beginning promptly at 10:00 a.m.  The parties were advised that the hearing would be initiated from a Commission hearing room in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where the undersigned Presiding Officer will preside, and the public may attend, and the Parties and witnesses will participate by telephone.

		On December 6, 2019, the undersigned presiding officer received correspondence from Complainant dated December 4, 2019.  Complainant requested permission “to have a McKenzie friend as support during my upcoming hearing.”  The letter from Complainant also discusses the help of a “McKenzie friend” to assist and guide Complainant during the hearing.  The letter request did not include a notice or notice to plead directed to Respondent.  

		The Parties are directed to 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.21 & 1.22, which provides that a Complainant may represent himself or herself.  The Regulation further provides that, if you are an individual, you may have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association, or governmental agency or subdivision, you must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may 
not represent someone else.  Attorneys shall insure that their appearance is entered in accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa.Code § 1.24(b).  Obviously, if Complainant intends to have an attorney represent her at the hearing, the attorney shall enter his or her appearance with the Commission Secretary.  Non-attorneys are not permitted to represent parties in Commission proceedings.

		It is not practical for the undersigned presiding officer to make a ruling in advance of the hearing as to the extent that an unnamed individual may “support” Complainant during the hearing or to speculate as to what Complainant means by “support”  under the circumstances presented.  The Parties are advised that the hearing will be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Public Utility Code and regulations relative to contested proceedings before the Commission.  

		Accordingly, Parties are encouraged to read the relevant provisions of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code and the regulations governing proceedings before the Commission.  In addition, the Parties are reminded that it is the responsibility of the respective Parties to proceed with their case in accordance with the Public Utility Code and regulations and to properly conduct themselves and present their evidence at the hearing in this proceeding.  The Parties are encouraged to confer with one another and to cooperate in an effort to resolve any procedural matters prior to the hearing.  

Under the circumstances, the following order will be entered.


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That the call-out telephonic hearing will take place as scheduled on January 29, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. and will be initiated in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

That in addition to the terms set forth in prior orders entered in this proceeding,  if any Party intends to attempt to introduce any material of any kind, including any documents or exhibits into evidence or have a witness refer to any material of any kind, document or proposed exhibit, you must serve three (3) copies of each such additional document upon the undersigned Presiding Officer and one (1) copy upon the opposing Party no later than the close of business on January 16, 2020. 
  
That all proposed exhibits shall be properly pre-marked for identification prior to the evidentiary hearing.

[bookmark: _GoBack]That the Parties shall comply in all respects with the corrected interim order entered on December 18, 2019.  

That the Parties are encouraged to confer with one another and to cooperate in an effort to resolve any procedural matters prior to the hearing in this proceeding. 

That the Parties shall provide the telephone number where they can be reached and where their witnesses can be reached, in writing, by submitting this information to the Presiding Officer on or before January 16, 2020.





The evidentiary hearing in this matter shall be conducted by the undersigned presiding officer in accordance with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code and applicable regulations,  and shall proceed with reasonable diligence of the Parties and with the least practicable delay. 


[bookmark: _Hlk10727748]Date:  January 3, 2020							/s/			
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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