BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Eugene Bazan						:	
							:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	v.						:		C-2017-2640338
							:
West Penn Power Company				:
						


INTERIM ORDER 
DENYING COMPLAINANT’S REQUEST TO PERMIT EXPERT TESTIMONY OF WES ZIMMERMAN AND GRANTING RESPONDENT’S REQUEST TO WITHDRAW ITS MOTION TO STRIKE 

		On January 6, 2020, the undersigned Presiding Officer received correspondence dated January 3, 2020 from Complainant and proposed written expert testimony from Wes Zimmerman.      

		On January 17, 2020, Respondent filed a Motion Of West Penn Power Company To Strike The Written Direct Testimony Submitted By Eugene J. Bazan.  The Motion included a Notice to Plead providing Complainant twenty days to file a written response.

		A telephonic prehearing conference was scheduled for January 22, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. to address the proposed testimony of Wes Zimmerman and any other outstanding issues, in anticipation of the evidentiary hearing scheduled to begin on February 7, 2020.

		The prehearing conference commenced on January 22, 2020 at 1:00 p.m.  Complainant appeared and participated along with counsel for Respondent, Tori Giesler, Esquire and Lauren Lepkoski, Esquire.

		Complainant indicated that his correspondence dated January 3, 2020 was a request to permit the testimony of Wes Zimmerman.  I advised the Parties that I would consider the merits of Complainants request and the Parties were permitted to argue their respective positions regarding Complainant’s request.  The Parties were advised at the conclusion of the arguments that the request to permit the testimony of Wes Zimmerman was denied and that a formal order would be issued consistent with the ruling made at the prehearing conference.  The Parties were further provided with instruction with regard to the presentation of evidence at the hearing on February 7, 2020 and March 10, 2020.

		After making my ruling, Respondent indicated its desire to withdraw the Motion of West Penn Power Company To Strike The Written Direct Testimony Submitted By Eugene J. Bazan, as being moot.  No objection was made to the request by Respondent and I advised the Parties that the request would be granted. 
 
Under the circumstances, the following order will be entered.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Complainant’s request to permit the proposed testimony of Wes Zimmerman at the evidentiary hearing in this proceeding is denied.

2. That the request by Respondent to Withdraw, as moot, the Motion Of West Penn Power Company To Strike The Written Direct Testimony of Wes Zimmerman Submitted By Eugene J. Bazan, is granted.


[bookmark: _Hlk10727748]Date:  January 24, 2020							/s/			
								Jeffrey A. Watson 
								Administrative Law Judge
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