BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Eugene Bazan						:	
							:
	v.						:		C-2017-2640338
							:
West Penn Power Company				:
						


INTERIM ORDER
GRANTING IN PART AND DENYING IN PART
COMPLAINANT’S REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE  
		
		This proceeding was initiated by the filing of a formal complaint by Complainant on December 28, 2017.  

On December 27, 2018, an interim order was entered establishing a litigation schedule in this proceeding.  The order advised Complainant, in part, if it was his desire to be represented by an attorney, he should promptly retain an attorney without delay.  The Parties were advised that a request to continue the hearing in this proceeding or to extend a deadline in order to obtain legal counsel may be denied by the Presiding Officer.

		A prehearing conference was held on June 26, 2019.  Complainant and counsel for Respondent participated at the prehearing conference.  

		On November 18, 2019, a hearing notice was issued scheduling the evidentiary hearing in this proceeding for February 7, 2020 and March 10, 2020, as requested by the parties.  The hearing notice advised the Parties that individuals representing themselves are not required to be represented by an attorney, but all other parties must be represented by an attorney.  The Parties were reminded that an attorney representing either Party should file a Notice of Appearance before the scheduled hearing date.  

            A second telephonic prehearing conference was scheduled for January 22, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. to address all of the outstanding issues, in anticipation of the evidentiary hearing scheduled to begin on February 7, 2020.

		The prehearing conference commenced on January 22, 2020 at 1:00 p.m.  Complainant appeared and participated along with counsel for Respondent, Tori Giesler, Esquire and Lauren Lepkoski, Esquire.

		Rulings were made at the prehearing conference on the outstanding issues which were ripe for a decision in this proceeding and orders were subsequently entered memorializing the rulings made at the second prehearing conference.  The Parties were further provided with instruction with regard to the presentation of evidence at the hearing on February 7, 2020 and March 10, 2020.

		On January 24, 2020, Complainant filed a pleading entitled “Petition for Interlocutory Commission Review and Answer to a Material Question: 52 PA CODE § 5.302”.  Complainant averred that “corruption” occurred that “may reflect criminal activity” regarding documentation concerning the legislative history of “Act 129”.  Complainant averred “We cannot now present, in our case, correct information on the history and legislative intent of Act 129, to support our case.”  Complainant  requested “a stay on our proceeding until the authenticity of the legislative website can be affirmed, and documents returned to their original and true state.”  

	          The undersigned Presiding Officer received a document entitled Emergency Motion For Continuance To Obtain Legal Representation”, dated January 27, 2020 from Complainant requesting a continuance of the evidentiary hearing scheduled for February 7, 2020.      Complainant averred that he requires legal representation in order to have a fair, impartial and constructive hearing and that Complainant and his wife have decided to seek an attorney.  Complainant requested a continuance of up to two months to obtain proper legal representation.  
		 
On February 3, 2020, an interim order was entered denying Complainant’s request to continue the hearing scheduled for February 7, 2020 and March 10, 2020, and advising Complainant of the responsibility of counsel to enter his or her appearance in the event Complainant would retain legal counsel in this proceeding.  

		On February 3, 2020, Tracey S. Lewis, Esquire, filed a Notice of Appearance and Emergency Motion For Continuance with the Commission.  Counsel requested a continuance of the February 7, 2020 and March 10, 2020 hearing dates and a continuance of three months.  
 
Under the circumstances, the following order will be entered.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That the request of Counsel for Complainant  to continue the hearing scheduled for February 7, 2020 is granted.

That the request of Counsel for Complainant  to continue the hearing scheduled for March 10, 2020, is denied.

[bookmark: _GoBack]That the parties shall promptly contact all of their respective witnesses and identify all dates in which the witnesses will be able to provide testimony in this proceeding from the following dates:  March 2, 5, 6, 9, 11, 13, 16, 18, 19, 20, 23, 25, 2020; and April 1 and 2, 2020.  The parties shall promptly confer after contacting their witnesses and attempt to agree on  at least two dates for the remaining hearing days in this proceeding.  If the parties can agree on the hearing dates, the parties shall identify the agreed upon proposed dates for the scheduled hearing in a joint letter or status report.  Otherwise each party shall submit a separate letter or status report consistent with these ordering paragraphs.

That ON OR BEFORE February 12, 2020, the parties shall file a joint letter or status report identifying at least two agreed upon dates to reschedule the February 7, 2020 hearing date in this matter and serve the opposing party and the undersigned presiding officer.  Otherwise each party shall identify all dates in which the Parties, counsel and their witnesses are available to conclude the hearing from the dates provided above.  In such event, the February 7, 2020 hearing date will be rescheduled from a date determined by the undersigned presiding officer.  In addition, in the event that either party desires that the hearing be scheduled as an in-person hearing, such party shall include that request in their status report as well as the requested location of the in-person hearing in Pittsburgh, Harrisburg or Philadelphia.  Otherwise, the hearing will be scheduled as a telephone hearing, originating from Pittsburgh.


[bookmark: _Hlk10727748]Date:  February 5, 2020							/s/			
								Jeffrey A. Watson 
								Administrative Law Judge
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