BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Jennifer and Wesley Orvosh				:
							:
	v.						:		C-2019-3009777
							:
West Penn Power Company				:



INTERIM ORDER
CLOSING THE HEARING RECORD

On April 29, 2019, Jennifer Orvosh and Wesley Orvosh (Complainants) filed a Formal Complaint (Complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against West Penn Power Company (Respondent), objecting to the installation of a smart meter at their residence at 175 Laurel Way, Spring Church, PA 15686.

On January 21, 2020, Complainants filed a pleading captioned “Withdraw of Complaint.”[footnoteRef:1]  The petition for leave to withdraw stated as follows: “I withdraw my complaint.”   [1:  	Complainants’ pleading was treated as a petition for leave to withdraw the formal complaint pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.2 and 5.94.  ] 


On January 29, 2020, Respondent filed a letter answer in response to the petition for leave to withdraw.  Respondent did not object to the petition for leave to withdraw but, in its answer, Respondent stated as follows:

However, should the Petition be considered a request to withdraw without prejudice, West Penn strongly opposes it, as not only has West Penn spent a considerable amount of time and resources to prepare its defense to Mr. and Mrs. Orvosh’s Formal Complaint, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission has also expended significant resources in moving the above-captioned proceeding forward.  It is not in the public interest to allow Mr. and Mrs. Orvosh to withdraw their formal complaint only to allow them leave to simply re-file at any point in the future with respect to the same or similar allegations.   

		On January 30, 2020, Respondent served its proposed exhibits for the hearing scheduled on February 11, 2020.  

		On February 11, 2020, the initial call-in telephone hearing convened as scheduled.  Complainants orally petitioned for leave to withdraw their Complaint.  Respondent did not object to the petition for leave to withdraw.  

		On February 27, 2020, a transcript of the initial call-in telephone hearing was received by the undersigned.  

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the record, at Docket No. C-2019-3009777, is closed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2.	That the Initial Decision granting the petition for leave to withdraw orally
made at the hearing on February 11, 2020, by Complainants Jennifer and Wesley Orvosh and dismissing the Complaint with prejudice shall be prepared and issued


Date:  February 28, 2020						/s/				
							Mark A. Hoyer											Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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