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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
400 NORTH STREET, HARRISBURG, PA 17120
	





IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE



Docket No. M-2009-2094773

TORI GIESLER, ATTORNEY
FIRSTENERGY CORPORATION
2800 POTTSVILLE PIKE
PO BOX 16001
READING, PA 19612-6001
tgiesler@firstenergycorp.com 


RE:	Corrective Action Plan filed by Metropolitan Edison Company, West Penn Power Company, Pennsylvania Electric Company, and Pennsylvania Power Company (collectively, FirstEnergy, or FirstEnergy Companies) Pursuant to the January 16, 2020 Order for FirstEnergy’s Petition of Approval of its Long-Term Infrastructure Improvement Plans at Docket No. P-2019-3012618, et al.

Dear Ms.Giesler:

Background

On May 1, 2020, FirstEnergy e-filed its corrective action plan (CAP) pursuant to Ordering Paragraph No. 7 of the Commission’s January 16, 2020 Order at Docket Nos. P-2019-3012618, et al. (Jan 16 Order), to the above referenced docket number.  FirstEnergy had hard-copy filed the CAP on March 16, 2020, but due to ongoing measures undertaken by the Commission for COVID-19, staff requested FirstEnergy e-file the document to enable more expedient processing of the CAP.  

The Jan 16 Order directed FirstEnergy to address what appears to be a systemic failure by FirstEnergy to timely replace or reinforce poles that have failed the pole inspections as executed through the FirstEnergy Companies’ Biennial Inspection and Maintenance Plans.

PUC Evaluation

The Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services (TUS) has reviewed FirstEnergy’s CAP and finds the CAP generally complies with the directives in the Jan 16 Order.  TUS notes FirstEnergy’s quality management controls, particularly its plan to track monthly progress and, post-CAP, to ensure all pole replacements and remediations are addressed within 24 months, with a maximum 6-month leeway in completion.  TUS also notes that the CAP does not specifically outline a “Backlog Reduction Plan” for Pennsylvania Power Company (Penn Power) and West Penn Power Company (West Penn), but TUS finds that this is acceptable so long as Penn Power and West Penn meet the backlog reduction requirements of the directives in the Jan 16 Order.  

FirstEnergy’s CAP indicates that FirstEnergy will submit to TUS a status report of the CAP on March 1 of each year through March 1, 2025.  In order to reduce additional filing and processing requirements, TUS directs that rather than a separate filing, FirstEnergy shall include the CAP status report as an addendum to FirstEnergy’s Annual Asset Optimization Plans (AAOP), which are due approximately on March 1, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 121.6(a).  TUS further directs that FirstEnergy’s CAP status report shall include a table in similar form and content to that of Figure 1 on page 24 of the Jan 16 Order, with information updated as appropriate.

Conclusion

	As noted, above, TUS has found FirstEnergy’s CAP generally complies with the directives in the Jan 16 Order.  Further, FirstEnergy is expected to abide by the directives in this Secretarial Letter.  Finally, acceptance of FirstEnergy’s CAP does not preclude the possibility that subsequent audits, reviews, and inquiry, in any Commission proceeding, may be conducted, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.194 and §57.197.

If you have any questions on this matter, please contact David Washko, Bureau of Technical Utility Services, at dawashko@pa.gov, or (717) 425-7401.  If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within 20 days of the date of this letter.
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							Sincerely,



							Rosemary Chiavetta
							Secretary





Ccs:  Paul Diskin, TUS
Dan Searfoorce, TUS
John Van Zant, TUS
David Washko, TUS
Kelly Monaghan, AUD
Matt Gregorits, FirstEnergy, mgregorits@firstenergycorp.com 
	- 1 -
image2.png




image1.png
Q
w
E|

NNSYLVANIA

PUBLIC UTILTY COMMISSION




