BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Deborah A. Redman					:
							:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	v.						:		C-2019-3013582
							:
Pennsylvania Electric Company			:



INTERIM ORDER
CANCELLING HEARING

		On October 15, 2019, Deborah A. Redman (Complainant) filed a Formal Complaint against Pennsylvania Electric Company (Penelec) alleging a safety and reliability issue.  Complainant referenced her “October letter and my complaints.”  Attached to her Complaint is a letter dated October 9, 2019, which further references a letter dated September 16, 2019.  Specifically, Complainant alleges that Penelec refuses to remove a wisteria which she claims, among other things, is life-threatening and a danger to the power lines.  According to Complainant, the wisteria vines and runners on the power lines cause daily interruptions to her electricity service.  She also complains that she has been improperly billed for interrupted service and that Penelec employees have mocked her.  

		On November 6, 2019, Penelec filed an Answer and New Matter.  Penelec’s Answer denied the material allegations of the Complaint.  In New Matter, Penelec requested that the Complaint be referred to the Commission’s mediation unit.

		On December 16, 2019, Complainant filed a Response to Respondent’s Answer and Opposition to Respondent’s Request for Mediation and Motion for Summary Judgment.  Penelec filed a response to the Motion for Summary Judgment on January 6, 2020.  By notice dated January 16, 2020, the motion was assigned to me for disposition.

		On January 30, 2020, I denied the Complainant’s motion for summary judgement.  After reviewing the Complainant’s motion and Penelec’s answer, I determined that the relevant facts were disputed and that a hearing was necessary.  I also denied Complainant’s request to transfer the Complaint to “a lay body of Meadville/Erie residents willing to hear it,”[footnoteRef:1] because the Commission does not have the authority to transfer a complaint to another tribunal.[footnoteRef:2]  I also directed that the Complaint shall be scheduled for a hearing by telephone. [1:  	Complainant’s Opposition to Respondent’s Request for Mediation and Motion for Summary Judgement, ¶ 4.
]  [2:  	Interim Order Denying Motion for Summary Judgment (January 30, 2020).
] 


		By notice dated February 3, 2020, a telephonic hearing was scheduled to take place on March 24, 2020.  A prehearing order was also issued on February 3, 2020, which provided instructions for calling to participate in the hearing and also explained the procedures for the conduct of the hearing.

On March 3, 2020, I received Complainant’s Motion for Recusal of Administrative Law Judge.  Complainant’s motion was denied by Interim Order served on March 4, 2020.  That order also directed Complainant to provide specific information and documentation substantiating her disability, as well as the specific accommodation which she is seeking with as much specificity as possible, along with any documentation supporting such request, to counsel for Respondent and the undersigned presiding officer, on or before Friday, March 13, 2020.  To date, no request has been received.

However, on March 10, 2020, I received a document entitled “Complainant’s Notice of Inability to Participate Due to Flu.”  Although the request does not specifically reference the March 24 hearing, I will assume that Complainant is requesting a continuance of that hearing.

Furthermore, on March 16, 2020, Governor Wolf has issued a state of emergency in Pennsylvania in an effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in Pennsylvania, impacting Commission operations.


THEREFORE

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the hearing currently scheduled for March 24, 2020 is cancelled.

2.	That this matter is continued until further notice.


[bookmark: _Hlk505862083]Date:  March 16, 2020						/s/				
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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