BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Lorraine Baker





:








:








:


v.





:

C-2020-3019418







:

Philadelphia Gas Works



:

ORDER GRANTING RESPONDENT’S
REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE OF HEARING


By Call-In Telephonic Hearing Notice dated May 1, 2020, a hearing was scheduled in this matter for June 9, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.  



On May 22, 2020, Graciela Christlieb, Esq., Counsel for PGW, submitted a request to convert the hearing from telephonic to in-person.  Ms. Christlieb offered the following in support of her request:
This matter involves allegations of meter tampering and theft of service and it is anticipated that it will require the testimony of several witnesses, the use of numerous documents, and the presentation of physical evidence.  The challenges to PGW created by the COVID-19 pandemic such as working from home and altered schedules for employees in Field Services and Revenue Protection make it unlikely that PGW would be able to effectively present its case telephonically.  Even under the best of circumstances, the volume of oral testimony and exhibits that must be addressed, as well as the presentation and use of physical evidence would necessitate that this matter be litigated in person so that both parties may effectively present their cases to the Court.

Ms. Christlieb indicated that the Complainant, Ms. Baker, is in agreement with this request.  



My office subsequently informed Ms. Christlieb that all PUC offices are currently closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, that all OALJ staff are teleworking, that all hearings must be held telephonically while we are in the red and yellow phases of the Governor’s reopening plan, and that the June 9, 2020 hearing could not be converted from telephonic to in-person.



On May 28, 2020, Ms. Christlieb submitted a request asking that the hearing be continued to a later date so she can arrange for the aforementioned PGW Field Services and Revenue Protection witnesses to be available for the hearing.  Ms. Christlieb represented that Ms. Baker did not oppose this request.
Paragraph 2 of my May 7, 2020, Prehearing Order advised the parties that, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b), “[a] request for a change of the scheduled hearing date must state the agreement or opposition of other parties, and must be emailed to my legal assistant Pamela McNeal and all parties no later than five (5) business days prior to the hearing.”  Paragraph 2 also advised the parties that “[a] change in the hearing date may be granted for good cause shown.”
Under the circumstances, I find that the Respondent has established good cause justifying a continuance of the June 9, 2020 hearing.  A Notice canceling the current hearing date and rescheduling to a future date will be issued.  It is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements (52 Pa. Code § 5.231).  Accordingly, the parties are encouraged to talk with each other to resolve this matter or some portion thereof.
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Philadelphia Gas Works’ request for continuance of the scheduled hearing is granted; and

2. That the evidentiary hearing scheduled for June 9, 2020 in the matter of Lorraine Baker v. Philadelphia Gas Works at Docket No. C-2020-3019418 shall be cancelled and rescheduled for a later date. 

Date:
June 2, 2020






/s/










Christopher P. Pell







Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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