BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Application of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC


:

for approval of the Siting and Construction of the

:
A-2017-2640195

230 kV Transmission Line Associated with the

:
A-2017-2640200

Independence Energy Connection - East and West Projects
:

in portions of York and Franklin Counties, Pennsylvania.
:









:

Petition of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC


:

for a finding that a building to shelter control equipment
:


at the Rice Substation in Franklin County, Pennsylvania
:
P-2018-3001878

is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of
:

the public.






:









:

Petition of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC


:

for a finding that a building to shelter control equipment
:

at the Furnace Run Substation in York County, 

:
P-2018-3001883

Pennsylvania is reasonably necessary for the convenience
:

or welfare of the public.




:









:

Application of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC


:

for approval to acquire a certain portion of the lands of
:

various landowners in York and Franklin Counties, 

:

Pennsylvania for the siting and construction of the 230 Kv
:
A-2018-3001881,
Transmission Line associated with the Independence Energy
:
et al. 

Connection – East and West Projects as necessary or proper 
:

for the service, accommodation, convenience or safety of 
:

the public.






:
ORDER DENYING STOP TRANSOURCE FRANKLIN COUNTY’S 

MOTION FOR IN-PERSON EVIDENTIARY HEARING DATES

AFTER LIFTING OF PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS


A Further Evidentiary Hearing is scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. on July 9 – 10, 2020, via Business Skype.  Interested persons and parties may participate via telephone, smart phone, computer, and/or Internet.  On June 29, 2020, Stop Transource Franklin County (STFC) filed a Motion for In-Person Evidentiary Hearing Dates After Lifting of Pandemic Restrictions.  STFC requests the hearing be cancelled and rescheduled to an in-person hearing to be held after pandemic restrictions are lifted.  In support of its position, STFC argues that persons in Franklin County and its members are being denied open access to the hearing because of their limited access to computers, smart phones, and internet connectivity.  Additionally, there are restrictions on the availability of public computers at libraries in Franklin County due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Franklin County Commissioners filed a concurrence in support of the Motion on June 30, 2020, for similar reasons.  PPL Electric Utilities Corporation  and Transource Pennsylvania, LLC filed a joint response in opposition to the Motion on July 2, 2020.  The Motion is ripe for a decision.
The standard for granting a continuance is set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b).  Good cause must be shown.  I find good cause is not shown because the parties are not in agreement with this request for a continuance, and I am not persuaded to find that STFC or its members are being denied open access to the hearing.  Even accepting as true STFC’s claim that its members have limited access to smart phones, computers and internet connectivity, there is no claim that STFC’s members have no access to telephone service in general, and the hearing may be accessed via telephone through a call in number and password.  A computer or smart phone is not required to speak at or listen to the hearing.  STFC has the phone number and the password necessary to access the hearing and is free to share these numbers with its members. Any member of the public may contact me to request the numbers so that they may also participate.  This is so stated in the Notice of the further hearing.  Thus, there is open access to this proceeding. Open access and due process do not require that a hearing be held in person. Open access does not require unlimited public access to a hearing either.  A Business Skype hearing will be limited to 250 persons, which  is a number greater than that which could be seated in the largest hearing room at the Commission in person.  Courts across the country have been conducting proceedings remotely during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Several other hearings before the Commission in other proceedings are being conducted remotely in a manner similar to the procedure being used for the July 9-10 hearing.  Finally, I have no information from management at the Commission of any intent to return to in-person hearings by any date certain, and these further hearings have already been delayed due to the Commission’s partial shutdown of operations as of March 17, 2020.  Accordingly, the Motion will be denied.  
 THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That Stop Transource Franklin County’s Motion for In-Person Evidentiary Hearing Dates After Lifting of Pandemic Restrictions is denied.
Date:
July 6, 2020






/s/











Elizabeth H. Barnes








Administrative Law Judge
A-2017-2640195 & A-2017-2640200 ET AL- APPLICATION OF TRANSOURCE PENNSLYVANIA, LLC. FOR APPROVAL OF THE SITING AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE 230KV TRANSMISSION LINE ASSOCIATED WITH THE INDEPENDENCE ENERGY CONNECTION-EAST & WEST PROJECTS IN PORTIONS OF YORK & FRANKLIN COUNTIES. 
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