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BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Michael Jennings					:	
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-3006031									:
West Penn Power Company				:



INTERIM ORDER
CONVERTING IN-PERSON HEARINGS TO TELEPHONIC HEARINGS

		On February 3, 2020, an In-Person Hearing Notice was issued scheduling the evidentiary hearings in this proceeding for July 23 and 24, 2020. 	
		
		On March 16, 2020, the Public Utility Commission Office of the undersigned presiding officer was closed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The office has remained closed since that time, however hearings are being conducted telephonically.  Under the circumstances, in-person hearings cannot be held however, evidentiary hearings can be held by telephone.

		To participate in the hearings, you must dial the toll-free number listed below.  You will be prompted to enter a PIN number, which is also listed below.  You will be asked to speak your name and then the telephone system will connect you to the hearing.  If you have any witnesses you want to have present during the hearing, you must provide them with the telephone number and PIN number.  

			Toll-free Bridge Number:  1-866-675-4281
PIN Number:  85057514

You must call into the hearing on the scheduled day and time.  If you fail to do so, your case may be dismissed.  You will not be called by the Administrative Law Judge.  
		
Under the circumstances, the following order will be entered.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That the in-person hearings scheduled in this matter for July 23 and 24, 2020 will be held on those dates, beginning  at 10:00 a.m. and are hereby converted from in-person hearings to telephonic hearings.

That the scheduling staff of the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall reschedule this matter on July 23 and 24, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. as telephonic hearings and the parties shall be notified of the change, in writing.  

In addition to and notwithstanding the terms set forth in prior orders or hearing notices entered in this proceeding, if you intend to present any documents or exhibits for my consideration at the hearing, or if you intend to have a witness refer to or rely upon any material of any kind, document or proposed exhibit, you must serve a copy of each such proposed exhibit and document to me and to the opposing party in this case by email.  Your documents or exhibits must be received by me and every other party on or before July 20, 2020 by 4:00 p.m.  In addition, be sure that you serve me directly with a copy of any document that you file in this proceeding at the time of its filing.  If you send me any correspondence or document, you must also send a copy of that correspondence or document to every other party.  For your convenience, a copy of the Commission’s current service list of all parties to this proceeding is enclosed with this Order.  Any communication as well as documents and proposed exhibits provided to me, must be emailed to Dan Pallas, Legal Assistant at dpallas@pa.gov, 


with a copy of the email transmission and attachments copied by email to every other party, on or before July 20, 2020 by 4:00 p.m.  

The Parties shall provide my legal assistant and the opposing Party with a copy of ANY document you file in this case, by email, in addition to filing the document with the Commission Secretary and providing a copy by mail to the opposing party and the undersigned presiding officer.

The Party intending to offer or utilize any such material or document, or proposed exhibit shall also have at least one copy for his or her use at the hearing.   

That all proposed exhibits, documents and materials shall be properly pre-marked for identification prior to the evidentiary hearings and prior to serving such materials upon the opposing Party and the undersigned Presiding Officer.

That it shall be the responsibility of the Party offering their proposed evidence to make appropriate arrangements to properly present their evidence at the hearings in this proceeding.  The Parties are encouraged to confer and to cooperate in an effort to resolve any procedural matters prior to the hearing.  The failure to make such appropriate arrangements as set forth above, may result in the refusal of any request to use such materials at the hearings or to introduce any such materials or proposed evidence at the hearings in this proceeding.

8.	Pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.21 - 1.22, you may represent yourself, if you are an individual, or you may have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association, or governmental agency or subdivision, you must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else.  Attorneys shall insure that their appearance is entered in accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa.Code § 1.24(b).

9.	The Complainant bears the burden of proof in this proceeding and must show by a preponderance of the evidence that the Respondent has violated the Public Utility Code or a regulation or an Order of this Commission so that the Complainant is entitled to the relief requested in the complaint.  66 Pa.C.S. § 332(a).

		10.	YOU MAY LOSE THIS CASE, IF YOU DO NOT TAKE PART IN THIS HEARINGS AND PRESENT EVIDENCE ON THE ISSUES RAISED.  52 Pa.Code § 5.245.  
11.	Although the hearings are being conducted telephonically for the convenience of the parties, it is still a formal legal proceeding and will be conducted in accordance with the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  52 Pa.Code §§ 1.1, et seq.  

12.	If you, or anyone you plan to call as a witness on your behalf, have a limited ability to speak or understand English or are deaf or hearing-impaired, a qualified interpreter can be provided upon your request.  If you want an interpreter, please contact the Scheduling Office at least ten (10) days before the scheduled Prehearing Conference or Hearing to make your request.

Scheduling Office: (717) 787-1399
AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired:
1‑800‑654‑5988.
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