BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Andrea Leiba	:
		:
	v.	:	C-2020-3017429
		:
Philadelphia Gas Works	:



STAY ORDER

On January 31, 2020, Andrea Leiba (Complainant) filed a formal Complaint (Complaint) against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or Respondent) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  In the Complaint, Ms. Leiba averred that PGW is holding her responsible for the theft of gas service perpetrated by her tenant.  As relief, she requests the Commission’s assistance in resolving the matter and removing the charges assessed by PGW.

		On February 24, 2020, PGW filed an Answer denying all material allegations of fact and conclusions of law in the Complaint.  

By Hearing Notice dated June 2, 2020, a telephonic hearing was scheduled for Friday, July 10, 2020., and the matter was assigned to me.  

The hearing convened as scheduled on July 10, 2020.  Ms. Leiba appeared pro se and testified on behalf of the Complaint.  During cross-examination, Ms. Leiba revealed that she had filed a Chapter 7 bankruptcy petition in federal court.  Counsel for PGW, Laureto Farinas, Esq., confirmed that Respondent had been notified of Ms. Leiba’s bankruptcy filing.  

Upon receiving this information, I informed the parties that a bankruptcy petition filed under either Sections 301, 302 or 303 of the United States Bankruptcy Code operates as a stay and bars the commencement or continuation of a judicial, administrative or other action or proceeding against the debtor, including the issuance or employment of a process, which action or proceeding was commenced prior to the start of the bankruptcy proceeding, or to recover a claim against the debtor that arose before the commencement of the bankruptcy proceeding.  See 11 U.S.C.S. § 362(a)(1).  I further explained that, in view of Ms. Leiba’s recent bankruptcy petition, it is reasonable to stay the proceeding before this Commission for the period of time the bankruptcy judge takes to rule on her case.  Consequently, the matter at Docket No. C-2020-3017429 is stayed pending resolution of the Complainant’s bankruptcy petition.  The hearing scheduled for July 10, 2020 was recessed.

Complainant and Respondent are requested to file a status report with the Commission at this Docket, with a copy to me and the opposing party, within sixty (60) days of the date of this Stay Order, and every sixty (60) days thereafter, until the bankruptcy proceeding has concluded.  

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

[bookmark: _Hlk45289117]		1.	That the procedural schedule in the matter of Andrea Leiba v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-2020-3017429 is stayed.

		2.	That the complainant and respondent shall file status reports with the Commission at this docket, with a copy to the presiding officer and the opposing party, within sixty (60) days of the date of this Order, and every sixty (60) days thereafter, until the bankruptcy proceeding has concluded. 


Date:	  July 13, 2020		/s/				
		Eranda Vero 
		Administrative Law Judge
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