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BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Janet E. Cole						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-3003023
							:
Metropolitan Edison Company			:
						


INTERIM ORDER
[bookmark: _Hlk8721968]CLOSING THE HEARING RECORD  
[bookmark: _Hlk535993358]
[bookmark: _Hlk8721894][bookmark: _Hlk5259547]		On June 18, 2018, Complainant filed a formal complaint against Metropolitan Edison Company (Met-Ed or Respondent), objecting to the installation of a smart meter.  On July 17, 2018, Respondent filed an Answer and New Matter to the Complaint and Preliminary Objections.  

An interim order was entered on October 10, 2018 denying the preliminary objections.  

Also, on October 10, 2018, an interim order was entered establishing an initial litigation schedule that provided in part that the Parties shall conclude discovery in this proceeding on or before March 29, 2019, and requiring the Parties to file a status report in this proceeding and serve the opposing Party and the undersigned Presiding Officer on or before April 12, 2019. 

On November 5, 2018, Respondent served interrogatories and requests for production of documents upon Complainant.  Complainant’s responses to the discovery requests were due on November 15, 2018.

On November 15, 2018, Complainant filed a letter dated November 12, 2018, objecting to the discovery requests propounded by Respondent.  

On November 26, 2018, Respondent filed a Motion To Compel Responses To Interrogatories And Document Requests (Motion to Compel).  In its Motion to Compel, Respondent avers that on November 5, 2018, the Company issued to Complainant interrogatories and document requests (Discovery Requests), seeking information and documents related to Complainant’s allegations regarding the Company’s smart meters.  

On December 13, 2018, Complainant filed a pleading entitled “Opposition To Metropolitan Edison Company’s Motion To Compel”, dated November 30, 3018.

On January 4, 2019 an interim order was entered granting the Motion to Compel Discovery Responses filed by Respondent on November 26, 2018, and provided that Complainant shall serve upon counsel for Respondent, full and complete responses to all of the Interrogatories and Request For Production of Documents served upon Complainant by Respondent not later than February 1, 2019

 On March 22, 2019, the undersigned Presiding Officer received a Motion For Extension Of Date For Completing Discovery from Complainant dated March 20, 2019.  In the Motion, Complainant requested that the discovery deadline be extended.  An interim order was entered on March 28, 2019 extending the deadline to April 29, 2019.

On April 26, 2019, Complainant submitted another request to extend the deadline to complete discovery.  

An Interim Order Extending Litigation Schedule At Request Of Complainant was entered on May 9, 2019, extending the deadline to conclude discovery until May 30, 2019; extending the date for Complainant to submit written direct testimony by June 10, 2019; requiring Respondent to submit written rebuttal testimony by July 22, 2019; and requiring the Parties to file a Status Report , to include any requests for an in-person hearing and to provide available hearing dates, not later than July 31, 2019.  

On August 3, 2020, a Hearing Notice was issued scheduling the telephonic evidentiary hearing in this proceeding for August 26, 2020.  On August 5, 2020, an interim order was entered notifying the parties of the date and time of the hearing and requiring service of proposed exhibits and documents by August 20, 2020.  The Hearing Notice and interim order were provided to the parties electronically at the addresses provided by the Parties.

On August 26, 2020, the hearing was held as scheduled.  Respondent appeared and was ready to participate in the proceeding.  Complainant did not appear. Respondent made a motion to dismiss the complaint with prejudice for failure of Complainant to appear and to meet her burden of proof in this proceeding.  

Under the circumstances, a ruling on the Motion to Dismiss filed by Respondent is appropriate. 

THEREFORE

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the hearing record in the case of Janet E. Cole v. Metropolitan Edison Company filed at Docket No. C-2018-3003023 is closed.

2. That a decision will be issued on the Motion to Dismiss made by Respondent at the hearing. 


Date: August 27, 2020						/s/				
							Jeffrey A. Watson
						       	Administrative Law Judge
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