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Paula and Charles Hughes 	

	v.									C-2019-3007631

PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 


OPINION AND ORDER


BY THE COMMISSION: 


[bookmark: _Hlk534639008]Before the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) for consideration is the letter Petition requesting the Commission to consider the filing of Paula and Charles Hughes (the Hughes or the Complainants) on July 17, 2020, not as a request for reconsideration and clarification of the Commission’s Opinion and Order entered July 16, 2020, but rather as a notice to the Commission that they filed an appeal in the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania relative to the above-captioned proceeding.  The Commission had granted reconsideration via notational vote by Opinion and Order entered August 12, 2020.  Upon consideration of the Hughes’ filing and consistent with this Opinion and Order, we will rescind our August 12, 2020 Opinion and Order and relinquish jurisdiction to the Commonwealth Court.  
[bookmark: _Toc10812922]History of the Proceeding

On February 4, 2019, the Complainants filed a Complaint averring they wish to opt out of a smart meter installation at their residence.  Complaint at 2-3.  A hearing was held on September 19, 2019, as scheduled.  An Initial Decision dismissing the Complaint was served on November 19, 2019.  The Complainants filed Exceptions.

On July 16, 2020, the Commission issued an Opinion and Order in which it denied the Hughes’ Exceptions, adopted the Initial Decision, and dismissed the Complaint (July 2020 Order).

On July 17, 2020, the Hughes filed correspondence which indicated that they wished to appeal the Commission’s July 16, 2020 decision.  The Commission interpreted the filing as a Petition for Reconsideration of the July 2020 Order. 

On August 12, 2020, the Commission, by notational vote, granted the Petition under Pa. R.A.P. 1701 as the Commission must act to grant a petition for reconsideration within thirty days of the date of entry of the order for which reconsideration is sought, or otherwise lose jurisdiction to do so if a petition for review is timely filed.

On August 19, 2020, the Hughes filed a letter regarding the appeal.  In their letter, the Hughes stated that their July 17, 2020 correspondence was not a Petition for Reconsideration but rather they were notifying the Commission that they had filed an appeal directly with the Commonwealth Court.  

By granting reconsideration, we effectively retained jurisdiction and removed jurisdiction from the Commonwealth Court.  Pennsylvania Rules of Appellate Procedure Rule 1701 states a government unit may grant reconsideration within the time provided by law, i.e., within 30 days from the entry date of the order to be reconsidered.  

While the Commission characterized the July 17, 2020 filing as a petition for reconsideration and acted on it as such, the Commission inadvertently overlooked the notation that the document was sent to the “Attention” of Commonwealth Court.  Furthermore, the Hughes have categorically denied that they filed a petition for reconsideration on July 17, 2020.  

We conclude that the Complainants did not intend to file a Petition for Reconsideration and that we entered our August 12, 2020 Opinion and Order in error.

[bookmark: _Hlk49181663]Accordingly, for the reasons stated above we shall rescind the August 12, 2020 Opinion and Order granting reconsideration and relinquish jurisdiction to the Commonwealth Court on this matter; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Commission’s Opinion and Order issued on August 12, 2020 is hereby rescinded consistent with this Opinion and Order.

2. That the Commission relinquishes jurisdiction over the proceeding of Paula and Charles Hughes v. PPL, at Commission Docket No. C- 2019-3007631, consistent with this Opinion and Order. 


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]BY THE COMMISSION,



Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary


(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  August 27, 2020

ORDER ENTERED:  August 27, 2020
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