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PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Jeannette Pavlick and	Craig Pavlick			:		
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-3002723									:
West Penn Power Company				:



INTERIM ORDER
DENYING COMPLAINANTS’ REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE

		A telephonic hearing in this case is scheduled for September 29, 2020.

		On September 16, 2020, Jeannette and Craig Pavlick (Complainants) provided the undersigned presiding officer with a letter requesting a continuance of the September 29, 2020 evidentiary hearing until the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s (Commission) offices reopen, so that the Complainants can review the transcript from the prehearing conference that was held on June 25, 2019.

On September 21, 2020, West Penn Power Company (Respondent) provided the undersigned presiding officer with a letter requesting that Complainants’ request for continuance be denied.  Respondent noted that this case began over two years ago on June 14, 2018, when Respondent was served with the Complainants’ Formal Complaint.  Respondent further notes that the prehearing conference took place nearly 15 months ago on June 25, 2019, and that no testimony or exhibits were admitted at the prehearing conference.  Respondent further pointed out that, during the prehearing conference, the parties simply addressed an overview of the proceeding; the litigation schedule; discovery issues; Complainants’ then-pending “Motion to Find in Favor of Complainants” dated April 25, 2019; West Penn’s Motion to Dismiss dated March 6, 2019; and  service of documents.
Respondent correctly explains that, to the extent Complainants wish to review the prehearing conference transcript, they can purchase a copy from the court reporting service, which was fully explained to the Parties at the prehearing conference. 

As Respondent asserted, the Commission’s offices only closed in March of 2020 due to the outbreak of COVID-19.  Nothing prevented the Complainants from accessing the Commission’s offices to review the prehearing conference transcript in the several months between the June 25, 2019 prehearing conference and the closure of the Commission’s offices on March 16, 2020.

In addition, Respondent stated that Complainants and Respondent contributed to the selection of September 29, 2020, as the date for the evidentiary hearing. 

Under the circumstances, the following order will be entered.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the request from Complainants to continue the hearing in this case scheduled for September 29, 2020, is hereby denied.

2. That the Parties shall fully and timely participate in the evidentiary hearing in this proceeding, as scheduled for September 29, 2020.
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