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E-File 

 

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

Commonwealth Keystone Building 

400 North Street, 2nd Floor North 

P.O. Box 3265 

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 

 

 

Re: Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation to Transfer by Sale or Real 

Property and Facilities to Emerald Isle North, LLC 

 Docket No. A-2020-3021664__________________________________________ 

 

 

Dear Secretary Chiavetta: 

 

Enclosed please find the tear sheet and Affidavit of Insertion indicating that the Public Notice for 

the above-referenced proceeding was published in the Scranton Times-Tribune on September 

15, 2020.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Michael J. Shafer 

Enclosure 
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“We offer this statement as the mem-
bers of the State House of Representa-
tives who represent the Scranton School
district: its students, taxpayers and em-
ployees who are faced with deep and un-
derstandable concerns over their future.
We share those concerns and pledge to
do everything in our power to play our ap-
propriate role and fight for policies which
should have been in place for decades —
policies that could have helped to avoid
tonight’s unbelievably difficult vote for
members of the Scranton School Board.
For decades, the state’s annual spend-

ing plan — and, as a result, Scranton
School district’s education subsidy — has
been predominantly driven by majority Re-
publican budget architects. In recent years,
local state House and Senate members
— all from the minority democratic cau-
cuses — who represent Scranton and sur-
rounding communities have fought for fairer
funding of our public schools, charter and
cyber charter school reform, and special
one-time appropriations for the Scranton
School district. These appropriations were
not insignificant sums of money, although
they pale in comparison to the per-pupil
funding that wealthy school districts across
the state enjoy and are guaranteed each
year, courtesy of a lopsided education for-
mula. We share this not to pass the buck
or avoid responsibility amid an impossible
situation playing out for Scranton School
Board members and district employees
alike; we share this to explain how we got
to this point and how the devastating ef-
fects of COVId-19 have only further exacer-
bated the underlying fiscal challenges fac-
ing Scranton and other similarly-situated
school districts.
at a certain point, it will become appar-

ent that the School district cannot cut its
way toward prosperity. Every furlough, layoff
or tax increase within the Scranton School

district only alleviates the pressure on Har-
risburg to do the right thing. No student’s
education should be valued any more or
less than that of another, simply because
of where he or she lives. and no employee
who has played an integral part in keeping
the district up and running through very dif-
ficult circumstances should pay the price
for any of the above, nor should they have
to contemplate losing their health coverage
at this difficult time.
It is our pledge to continue our hard-

fought advocacy in Harrisburg so that
alternatives to such decisions may be
achievable.”
— Rep. Marty Flynn, d-113, Scranton,
and Rep. Kyle Mullins, d-112, Blakely

“The severe financial challenges fac-
ing the Scranton School district are the
product of decades of underfunding by
the Commonwealth of pennsylvania that
compound yearly. Further tax increases,
layoffs or school closures alone cannot
solve the school district’s massive finan-
cial shortcomings. The solution must start
in Harrisburg with fair and adequate basic
education funding for Scranton. In fact,
any further tax increases, layoffs or clo-
sures simply relieve pressure on the state
and postpone the inevitable: the state
must provide the funding necessary or the
school district cannot continue to operate.
I believe the ongoing struggle faced by the
administration, board and professional
staff is unsolvable absent adequate state
support and anything less is not in the in-
terest of Scranton’s students, families and
the community. It is for scenarios such as
this that I agreed to be a witness for the
school districts suing the Commonwealth
for adequate state funding in Common-
wealth Court in a trial that is expected to
occur later this year.”
— Rep. Mike Carroll, d-118, avoca

State reps call for more funding from Harrisburg

Cartwright said residents
could demand governments
shift some police funding to
other areas, but specifically
saidhe opposes defunding the
police. Here’s how it went. A
caller namedShane toldCart-
wright that Wilkes-Barre
spends far more on police
than parks and recreation,
urban housing, health and
wellness,andstreetsandhigh-
ways combined, according to

a partial recording provided
by theBognet campaign.
“So is there a way tomove

that money around instead
of it being so like wasted on
all the things like the new
cars, weaponry, like those
basically like military vehi-
cles that kind of get pushed
out and pushed back into the
education system or pushed
back into things that would
help the community rather
than try to police it?” Shane
asked. “Oh, the answer is
absolutely yes, Shane,” Cart-
wright replies. “That’s one of
the biggest issues in repre-
sentative democracy is how
you spend taxmoney. Do you
put it here? Do you put it
there? And, you know, every
year, we get a budget out of
the White House — and I sit
on theHouseAppropriations
Committee — and we reject
large, well, we reject most of
what’s been coming out of
the White House budget ...
and we come up with our
ownpriorities. ... That’s prob-
ably 95% of what we argue
over inWashington is where
the money should be spent.
So absolutely, can changes be
made? Yes they can.” In the

same session, Cartwright
takes another question from
a caller named Michael spe-
cifically askingaboutdefund-
ing or disbanding police forc-
es, according to a partial
recording provided by the
Cartwright campaign.
“I personally do not agree

with that,” he said. “I think
that we can make a lot of
valuable and effective chang-
es short of doing something
like that. And, in my mind,
more funding toward educa-
tion, more funding toward
training, more funding com-
ing toward community polic-
ing where the police ...
engage in conversationswith
the folks in the community. I
think that’s the answer. This
idea of defunding, I don’t
agreewith that.”
In a telephone interview,

Bognet argues Cartwright
clearlyfavorsdefundingpolice.
“It’s classic Matt Cart-

wright, talking out of both
sides of his mouth,” Bognet
said. “He was asked specifi-
cally whether the Wilkes-
Barre Police Department
should have less funding,
which isdefunding, less fund-
ing, defunding, and he said,

‘yes, absolutely.’ So he wants
the support of these progres-
sives and he’ll say yeah
defund the police. But when
he gets called on it, he says,
‘Of course, I’mnot for that.’”
In a separate telephone

interview, Cartwright said
the recordings speak for
themselves. His answer to
Shane’s question only
acknowledged citizens can
affect “howmoney gets spent
andwhere.” He accused Bog-
net of “doctoring that audio-
tape” inhis commercials and
“a shocking level of dishon-
esty.” In eight years in Con-
gress, he has always fought
formoney for police, he said.
“I was very clear within

the space of about 45 sec-
onds, twice, that I’m not for
taking money away from
police departments,” he said.
“I was astonished that some-
one would sink to that level
of dishonesty to do some-
thing like that. ... The simple
truth is that Jim Bognet is a
liar.”
Contact the writer:
bkrawczeniuk
@timesshamrock.com;
570-348-9147;
@BorysBlogTT on Twitter

CONGRESS: Cartwright fires back at Bognet
FROM paGE a1
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McTiernan may call back
those employees when neces-
sary.Schooldirectorssaid they
hope to recall those employees
once students return to school
buildings. Studentswill learn
remotely though at leastmid-
November.
The furloughed workers

will lose their health insur-
ance on Sept. 30. An agree-
ment from 2010 provides a
30-day grace period for pre-
scription coverage.
Directors SeanMcAndrew

andTaraYanni votedagainst
the furloughs. Catherine Fox
was absent. Yanni sought to
extend health insurance
through the furloughs, and
McAndrew questioned why
the furloughswerenot across
departments, including
administration.
Solicitor John Audi said

state school code prohibits
paying for health insurance
f o r n o n - em p l o y e e s .
Although other districts
statewide have recently fur-
loughed staff and offered
insurance, Audi said his
firm advises against it.
The administration had

originally proposed the fur-
lough of 223 employees but
adjusted thatnumber tomeet
theminimum staffing clause
of themaintenance and cler-
ical workers union contract.
For example, two hall moni-
tors will keep their jobs.
Although the district may
nothavework for theemploy-
ees, the number of employ-
ees in the union cannot go
below 184,Audi said.
Technical difficulties pre-

vented the district from
streaming the virtual meet-
ing on YouTube. Instead,
only 100 people at a time
could view the meeting on
Zoom. As district personnel
tried to find ways to stream

on social media, angry and
frustrated community
member s que s t i oned
whether the meeting was
held legally. Audi assured
directors they followed the
Sunshine Act.
Teachers spoke about the

importantworkof paraprofes-
sionals — some of the lowest
paid employees in the district

— and urged the district they
could find roles in a virtual
environment. Paraprofession-
als provide one-on-one help to
students and assist teachers
and students in numerous
waysduringtheday.
“Wehave fed, dressed, nur-

tured students who would
not necessarily get those
things at home. These needs

will not disappear just
because the child is not in
front of us,” paraprofession-
al Roberta Jadick said before
the board voted. “What you
decide as a board says a lot
about you as humanbeings.”
Contact the writer:
shofius@timesshamrock.com;
570-348-9133;
@hofiushallTT on Twitter

during that time had toldme
that itwasunconstitutional,”
said Palfrey, who was not
involved in the lawsuit. “It
was terrible and it still is. I
mean nothing is the same.
We’ve lost almost four
months of business and for
the year as awhole of course
we’re down.”
Salons weren’t permitted

to reopen until the county
moved into the least-restric-
tive green phase June 26.
They were permitted to
reopen by appointment only
and at 50% capacity when
the countymade thatmove.

The governor’s efforts to
slowthespreadof thecorona-
virus “were undertakenwith
thegood intentionof address-
ing a public health emergen-
cy. But even in an emergency,
the authority of government
is not unfettered,” Stickman
wrote. “The Constitution
cannot accept the concept of
a ‘new normal’ where the
basic liberties of the people
can be subordinated to open-
ended emergencymitigation
measures.”
The rulingmeans that cur-

rent restrictions, including
ones that limit the size of
indoor and outdoor gather-
ings, can’t be enforced,

according to attorney Thom-
asW.King III, who represent-
ed the plaintiffs. The state
has been enforcing a gather-
ing limit of more than 25peo-
ple for events held indoors
andmore than 250 people for
those held outside.
Victoria Valvano, owner of

the Blushing Bridal Boutique
dress shop inScranton,wasn’t
permitted toreopenuntilJune
5, when Lackawanna County
entered the less-restrictive yel-
low phase of Wolf ’s three-
phasereopeningplan.
“It was a very distressful,

scary time,” Valvano said.
“Youdon’t know if yourbusi-
ness is going to make it. You

don’t know when the next
customer is going to come in
the door. It’s very scary.”
Valvano, who sells bridal

gowns, bridesmaids’ gowns
and accessories, told The
Times-Tribune in March
she supported Wolf ’s direc-
tive.
“I feel like he had to do

what he had to do,” she said
of Wolf on Monday. “He
didn’t knowwhat else to do.”
Wolf ’s spokesperson,

Lyndsay Kensinger, said the
administration will seek
delayed enforcement of the
rulingwhile it appeals.
JEFF HORVATH, staff writer,
contributed to this report.

blocked the entrance to
North Sumner Avenue at
Oram Street during the
investigation.
Shortly after being called to

the scene, authorities alerted
local and state police to be on
the lookout for aman named
Tom Evans, who was
described as about 6 foot, 5
inches tall, bald with a neck
tattoo and driving a red four-

door Kia. Asked at the scene,
Namiotkasaidhewasnotper-
sonally aware of the alert
regarding Evans and could
not comment.
Detective Lt. Robert Bren-

zel also said he couldn’t com-

ment regarding Evans. The
investigation was still active
as of 11:30 p.m., Brenzel said.
Contact the writer:
jhorvath@timesshamrock.com;
570-348-9141;
@jhorvathTT on Twitter

facebook.com/
thetimestribune

SCHOOL: District votes to furlough workers
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DEATH: Officials offer few details at scene
FROM paGE a1

WOLF: Administration plans to appeal
FROM paGE a1

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
NOTICE TO BE PUBLISHED

Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for Approval of
the Transfer by Sale of Real Property and Facilities Located at
One Electric Street, Carbondale, Pennsylvania to Emerald Isle
North, LLC. Docket Number: A-2020-3021664

Formal protests and petitions to intervene must be filed in
accordance with Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code, on or before
Monday, September 28, 2020. All filings must be made with the
Secretary of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 400 North
Street, 2nd Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17120, with a copy served on
the Applicant. The documents filed in support of the Application
are available ONLY online for inspection and copying on the
Commission’s website at www.puc.pa.gov, and at the Applicant’s
business address. In accordance with the Commission’s
Emergency Order at M-2020-3019262, all parties participating in
matters pending before the Commission are required to Efile their
submissions by opening an Efiling account — free of charge —
through our website and accepting Eservice.

Applicant:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation

Through and By Counsel:
Kimberly A. Klock, Esquire
Michael J. Shafer, Esquire
PPL Services Corporation
Office of General Counsel
Two North Ninth Street
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101
Phone: 610-774-5696
Phone: 610-774-2599
Fax: 610-774-4102
E-mail: kklock@pplweb.com
E-mail: mishafer@pplweb.com

LETUSHELPYOUR
BUSINESS
GROW

WeHaveMoneyTo Lend!
We can refinance your business

loans tomeet your needs
with our low rates.

Call 570-342-2720
ext. 260 or visit a

branch to speakwith
one of our loan officers.

COMMERCIAL
MORTGAGE
LOANS
Financing thepurchaseor
renovationof real estate

TERMLOANS
Providing youwith the
financial resources
to help your
businessgrow

LINESOFCREDIT
Giving youflexible, convenient access
to cash for your businessneeds

INVESTMENT
MORTGAGELOANS
Giving your business analternate
sourceof income

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA

Call for Appointment (570) 587-3277

Conveniently
Located In

Clarks SummitDr. Erica Schoenberg Gallagher
Audiologist

Just read my...
Oh,never mind!

It’s Time.It’s Time.
It’sIt’s REALLYREALLY

TIME...TIME...
SCHEDULE YOUR HEARING TEST NOW

Can you
speak
louder?

Route #11 Mid Valley Industrial Parks: This route serves Rock Creek

Corporate Center, Mid Valley Industrial Park, Jessup Small Business Center, and
Valley View Business Park from Monday through Friday.

Route #80 Commerce Loop: This route serves Commerce Boulevard to North

Main Avenue up to the Giant Market from Monday through Saturday. The route will
serve the Viewmont Mall, Lowe’s, Staples, Sam’s Club, and Best Buy.

Exciting News:
Two New Routes
Now Running!

Both routes connect with other COLTS’ routes to make traveling
easier for our passengers! Please see coltsbus.com for schedules and maps.

SOUTH SIDE SEAFOODSOUTH SIDE SEAFOOD
1930 PITTSTON AVE. • SCRANTON

570-969-9726 www.southsideseafood.net

SPECIALS THIS WEEK through 9-21-20

MONDAY 9 A.M. - NOON, TUESDAY - FRIDAY 9 A.M. - 6 P.M.
& SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

POT READY WASHED & BAGGED
WILD LITTLENECK CLAMS

$599
/DOZ.

FULLY COOKED
CRAWFISH TAIL MEAT

$1099
/LB.

$499HEAT & SERVE
SEASONED WHOLE CRAWFISH

RAW UNDER 15 CT. TAIL ON
EXTRA JUMBO CLEANED SHRIMP

$999
/LB.

FRESH HALIBUT FILLET

/LB.

SOLD IN 2 LB. BAGS

$1499
/LB.

ALL JUNK CARS &
TRUCKS WANTED

Highest Prices Paid!
FREE Pickup. Call Anytime.

570-574-1275
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