BEFORE THE
	PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 		:
							:		R-2020-3020256
v.					:    		C-2020-3021583
						:		C-2020-3021583
City of Bethlehem – Water Department		:			

	

PREHEARING ORDER
			

		A telephonic prehearing conference was held in the above-captioned proceeding on Thursday, October 8, 2020, at 10:00 a.m.  In attendance were Thomas T. Niesen, Esquire, on behalf of the City of Bethlehem, John M. Coogan, Esquire, on behalf of the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement, Christine Maloni Hoover, Esquire, on behalf of the Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate, and Steven C. Gray, Esquire, on behalf of the Pennsylvania Office of Small Business Advocate. 

		The parties discussed and agreed upon, as set forth below, (1) modifications to the Commission’s discovery regulations, (2) public input hearings, and (3) a litigation schedule.  

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

Modifications to the Commission’s Discovery Regulations
     
A. Answers to written interrogatories served prior to the filing of non-city parties’ direct testimony shall be served in-hand within ten (10) days of service.

B. Answers to written interrogatories served after the filing of non-city parties’ direct testimony shall be served in-hand within seven (7) days of service.

C. Objections shall be communicated orally to the party propounding the discovery within three (3) days, and written objections shall be served on the party propounding the discovery within 5 days of service;

D. Motions to dismiss objections and/or direct the answering of interrogatories shall be filed within five (5) calendar days of service of written objections.

E. Answers to motions to dismiss objections and/or direct the answering of interrogatories shall be filed within five (5) calendar days of service of such motions;

F. Requests for admission shall be deemed admitted unless answered within ten (10) days or objected to within five (5) days of service.

G. Answers to on-the-record data requests shall be served in-hand within seven (7) calendar days of the request.

H. All discovery due dates shall be “in-hand” and e-mail service on the due date will satisfy the “in-hand” requirement while the PUC offices remain closed.  After re-opening, the “in-hand” requirement will be met where e-mail service is followed, the next business day, by first-class mail service.

I. Discovery served after 12:00 noon on a Friday or after 12:00 noon on any business day preceding a state holiday will be deemed to have been served on the next business day.


Public Input Hearings

		None of the parties to this proceeding currently request the scheduling of public input hearings.  The parties reserve, however, the right to request that public input hearings be scheduled in the event they become aware of sufficient public interest.







Litigation Schedule

		The following litigation schedule has been agreed upon by the parties and adopted for this proceeding: 

		Direct Testimony of Non-City Parties:	November 6, 2020
		Rebuttal Testimony:				November 24, 2020
		Surrebuttal Testimony:			December 9, 2020
		Evidentiary Hearings (w/oral rejoinder):	December 17, 2020
		Main Briefs:					December 30, 2020
		Reply Briefs:					January 8, 2021		


October 8, 2020								/s/		
								Steven K. Haas
								Administrative Law Judge
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