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BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Stephen Morgan					:
:
[bookmark: _GoBack]v.						:		C-2020-3021730
:
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.			:



[bookmark: _Hlk54619669]INTERIM ORDER 
EXTENDING DEADLINE FOR COMPLAINANT TO
FILE AMENDED COMPLAINT

On August 6, 20120, Stephen Morgan (Complainant or Mr. Morgan) filed a Formal Complaint, using the Commission’s Formal Complaint form, against Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Respondent or Columbia or Company), alleging, “a slide occurred after Columbia Gas installed a line, [and] Columbia Gas did not restore the property to the condition it was in prior to the installation work.”  The Complaint includes a section instructing, “If your complaint involves utility service provided to a different address or in a different name than your mailing address, please provide this information below.”  Under this section, Mr. Morgan wrote the name of “Dolfi and Morgan” and the addresses of “623 Hamilton Avenue and 745 Fellsburg Road, Belle Vernon, PA 15012.”  For relief, Complainant requests the Company “restor[e] the property to the prework condition [and] repair damage done by the slide.” 

		On September 22, 2020, Columbia filed an Answer and New Matter to the Formal Complaint, as well as two Preliminary Objections pursuant to 52 Pa.Code § 5.101,  In its Answer, the Company avers, inter alia, Columbia installed a main gas line in the public street in the vicinity of Scenery Drive, Belle Vernon, PA in 2011/2012 and that a land slide occurred thereafter in September 2018 in the vicinity of 1810 Scenery Drive, Belle Vernon, PA that damaged the main gas line in the public street.  Columbia avers that it made all appropriate repairs and that a new gas line was installed at another location in the public street.  Columbia denies knowledge of any damage to property located at 745 Fellsburg Road and denies the other material averments in the Complaint.

		In its New Matter and Preliminary Objections, Columbia argues the Complaint must be dismissed because: (1) the Commission lacks jurisdiction to order the requested relief, and (2) because Mr. Morgan lacks the capacity as an individual to pursue this complaint.  

		Both the New Matter and the Preliminary Objections contained Notices to Plead.  Complainant did not submit any response to either the New Matter or the Preliminary Objections.

		This matter was assigned to the undersigned via a Motion Judge Assignment notice issued October 19, 2020. 

On October 26, 2020, an Interim Order was entered, granting in part and denying in part the Company’s Preliminary Objection regarding lack of jurisdiction.  It was granted in part such that the portion of the Complaint, if any, that requests monetary damages is dismissed.  It was denied in part such that, assuming Complainant has standing/capacity to sue, the Complaint could move forward on the issue of whether the Company violated Section 1501 or some other statute, rule, order, or tariff provision.  The Interim Order also held the Company’s Preliminary Objection regarding standing/capacity to sue in abeyance pending the Complainant’s filing of an amended complaint.  The Order directed Complainant to file and serve an amended complaint by November 4, 2020.   

On October 30, 2020, counsel for Complainant entered his appearance and contacted the undersigned’s legal assistant requesting an extension of the deadline by which Complainant must file an amended complaint.  Complainant’s counsel represented that the Company’s Counsel had consented to a 20-day extension.  Complainant’s counsel requested that the deadline be extended to November 24, 2020. 
ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the Preliminary Objection as filed by Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. regarding Complainant’s standing/capacity to sue shall continue to be held in abeyance pending Complainant’s filing of an amended Complaint, as ordered by Ordering Paragraphs 2 through 4.

2. 	That Mr. Morgan shall, consistent with Ordering Paragraphs 3 and 4, e-file an amended Complaint, with the Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau no later than Tuesday, November 24, 2020.

3. 	That the amended Complaint shall reference and be filed under Docket No. C-2020-3021730.

4.	That the amended Complaint shall detail in clear, unambiguous language: (1) which property or properties are the subject of his Complaint; (2) what Mr. Morgan’s relationship is to each of the subject properties (i.e. owner, resident, tenant, etc.); (3) what Mr. Morgan’s relationship is to Mr. Dolfi (i.e. relative, friend, attorney, power of attorney, etc.); (4) what Mr. Dolfi’s relationship is to each of the subject properties (i.e. owner, resident, tenant, etc.); and (5) whether Mr. Morgan is bringing this Complaint on his own behalf or on behalf of Mr. Dolfi. 
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