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INTERIM ORDER 
SETTING DISPOSITIVE MOTION DEADLINE 


On March 17, 2020, Jason Paul (Complainant or Mr. Paul) filed a Formal Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against Alliance Petroleum Corporation a/k/a Diversified Production LLC (Company or Respondent or Diversified), alleging the Company was “operating a gas well with unknown operating conditions” and “will not respond as to operation status.”


On September 1, 2020, the Company filed correspondence advising, inter alia, that Diversified is not a utility, Complainant does not own an interest in the subject well or the oil and gas property where the subject well is located, and Diversified complies with all applicable leases and federal and state regulations.


On September 24, 2020, an Interim Order was entered, scheduling an initial hearing for Thursday, November 12, 2020, at 10:00 a.m.  The Notice advised the Parties they were responsible for calling into the conference at the scheduled date and time.  The Notice reads, “At the above date and time, you must call into the hearing.  If you fail to do so, your case will be dismissed.  You will not be called by the Presiding Officer.”  (emphasis in original).  The Notice also provides, “Attention:  You may lose the case if you do not take part in this hearing and present facts on the issues raised.”  (emphasis in original).  The Notice included the toll-free bridge number, the PIN number, and instructions on how to call into the conference bridge.  


On September 28, 2020, an Interim Order was entered converting the November 12, 2020 proceeding to a prehearing conference. 


The Notice and Interim Order were sent to Complainant via email.
  



The undersigned called into the conference bridge for the hearing on November 12, 2020, at approximately 10:00 a.m.  Respondent’s counsel was on the conference bridge.  Complainant was not on the conference bridge.  In order to give Complainant an opportunity to participate in the hearing, the undersigned directed her legal assistant to call Complainant and remind him to call into the conference.  The legal assistant left a voice mail message for Complainant.


Respondent’s counsel addressed various issues, including his intent to file either Preliminary Objections or a Dispositive Motion in this matter.  


Later on, November 12, 2020, Complainant called the undersigned’s office and left a message indicating that he was under the impression that someone was going to call him for the conference, and no one called him. 


Based on counsel’s stated intent to file Preliminary Objections or a Dispositive Motion in this matter, the undersigned does not find it necessary to schedule a second prehearing conference or schedule an evidentiary hearing at this time. 


THEREFORE, 



IT IS ORDERED, 



1.
That if Respondent has not filed Preliminary Objection(s) and/or a Dispositive Motion by November 30, 2020, a second prehearing conference and/or an evidentiary hearing shall be scheduled.  


2.
That any filing made pursuant to Ordering Paragraph 1 shall be filed with the Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau and shall be served upon the undersigned at edevoe@pa.gov as well as the other party.
Date:
November 16, 2020





/s/











Emily I. DeVoe








Administrative Law Judge
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� 	See, Emergency Order re Suspension of Regulatory and Statutory Deadlines, Modification to Filing and Service Requirements, Docket No. M-2020-3019262 (Order Entered March 20, 2020).  
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