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	License Application of GREENCROWN Energy, LLC for Approval to Offer, Render, Furnish, or Supply Electricity or Electric Generation Services as a Broker/Marketer
	
Docket Number:           A-2020-3021546



ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

	On August 26, 2020, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) accepted GREENCROWN Energy, LLC’s (GREENCROWN Energy), Utility Code 1123397, application seeking to become a licensed electric generation supplier (EGS) as a broker/marketer, in all the electric distribution company (EDC) service territories throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  The application was filed pursuant to the Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code §§54.31-54.43, which became effective on August 8, 1998, and which were established under section 2809 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §2809.  For the reasons expressed in this Order, the Commission denies the application consistent with this Order.



Section 2809 provides in pertinent part that:

License Requirement.--No person or corporation, including municipal corporations which choose to provide service outside their municipal limits except to the extent provided prior to the effective date of this chapter, brokers and marketers, aggregators and other entities, shall engage in the business of an electric generation supplier in this Commonwealth unless the person or corporation holds a license issued by the Commission.

66 Pa. C.S. §2809.

	An electric generation supplier is defined as:

A person or corporation, including municipal corporations which choose to provide service outside their municipal limits except to the extent provided prior to the effective date of this chapter, brokers and marketers, aggregators or any other entities, that sells to end-use customers electricity or related services utilizing the jurisdictional transmission and distribution facilities of an electric distribution company, or that purchases, brokers, arranges or markets electricity or related services for sale to end-use customers utilizing the jurisdictional transmission and distribution facilities of an electric distribution company.  

66 Pa. C.S. § 2803.

		Upon review of GREENCROWN Energy’s EGS application, Commission staff sent a data request to GREENCROWN Energy on September 8, 2020, seeking additional information.  Specifically, the data request asked for missing or insufficient information regarding Section 5.c of the application (Compliance Section) that was left unanswered in GREENCROWN Energy’s application.  The data request asked GREENCROWN Energy to file an updated application page with a response to Section 5.c.  On September 25, 2020, GREENCROWN Energy submitted a response providing the same information it submitted in the application on August 26, 2020, leaving Section 5.c still unanswered.  

[bookmark: _Hlk55198876]		On October 9, 2020, Commission staff sent a second data request to GREENCROWN Energy.  The data request asked if the applicant was the same GREENCROWN Energy LLC that had its EGS license cancelled by the Commission, at Docket No. A-2015-2501450, for failure to maintain an approved financial security in compliance with 52 Pa. Code §54.40(a)&(d).  On October 14, 2020, GREENCROWN Energy submitted a response confirming it was the entity previously licensed at 
A-2015-2501450.  However, in its response, GREENCROWN Energy failed to provide a reason for its failure to properly disclose its previous EGS license cancellation when completing Section 5.c. of the application, nor did GREENCROWN Energy provide an update to its application.

		The Commission’s EGS application, Compliance Section 5.c. states: 

c.	CUSTOMER/REGULATORY/PROSECUTORY ACTIONS:  Identify all formal or escalated actions or complaints, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or any state, filed with or by a customer, regulatory agency, or Prosecutory agency against the Applicant, an affiliate, a predecessor of either, or a person identified in this Application, for the prior five (5) years, including but not limited to customers, Utility Commissions, and Consumer Protection Agencies such as the Offices of Attorney General.  Applicant should also include if it had a Pennsylvania PUC EGS or NGS license previously cancelled by the Commission.  If the Applicant has no actions or complaints to list, explicitly state such. 
		 
		GREENCROWN Energy provided no response to Section 5.c.  We find this response inadequate and incomplete as GREENCROWN Energy now acknowledges that it had its previous EGS license cancelled by the Commission at Docket No. A‑2015‑2501450, for failure to maintain an approved financial security in compliance with 52 Pa. Code §54.40(a)&(d).	
	

		In addition, Section 10.g. of the Commission’s EGS application states:

g.	FALSIFICATION:  The Applicant understands that the making of false statement(s) herein may be grounds for denying the Application or, if later discovered, for revoking any authority granted pursuant to the Application.  This Application is subject to 18 Pa. C.S. §§4903 and 4904, relating to perjury and falsification in official matters.
		
GREENCROWN Energy signified its agreement to this section of its application, indicating that it was aware of its responsibility to provide complete and candid responses in the submitted license application.  As indicated above, GREENCROWN Energy had a previous EGS license cancelled by the Commission due to non-compliance with 52 Pa. Code §54.40(a)&(d) regarding EGS financial security requirements.  GREENCROWN Energy failed, in the application, to disclose that it had its license cancelled by the Commission as required by Section 5.c. of the EGS Application.  The fact that GREENCROWN Energy was cancelled, and that GREENCROWN Energy failed to disclose such on the instant application, raises a concern regarding the integrity of the applicant as a broker/marketer of retail power in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  The Commission finds that this lack of candor and integrity puts into question GREENCROWN Energy’s technical fitness as a broker/marketer of retail power.  We note that all licensed suppliers are obligated to comply with Commission regulations and orders, accordingly, we find that GREENCROWN Energy’s lack of candor and integrity on the application raises questions as to whether GREENCROWN Energy has the ability to comply with all such regulations and orders when they cannot complete the electric generation supplier application in a manner that is candidly responsive to all sections of said application. 

Given the applicant’s failure to provide accurate information in response to Section 5.c. of the EGS Application, the application of GREENCROWN Energy, LLC to become a licensed electric generation supplier as a broker/marketer to small commercial (25 kW and under demand), and large commercial (over 25 kW demand) customers, in all the electric distribution company service territories throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is denied in accordance with Section 10.g. of the EGS application and its failure to demonstrate the technical fitness to act in that capacity; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the application of GREENCROWN Energy, LLC is hereby denied, without prejudice, consistent with this Order.
		
2. 	That a copy of this Order be served on GREENCROWN Energy, LLC.

3.	That this proceeding at Docket No. A‑2020-3021546 be closed.


[image: ]	BY THE COMMISSION,

	


	Rosemary Chiavetta
	Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: November 19, 2020
ORDER ENTERED: November 19, 2020
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