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January 4, 2021
Ros em ary Ch iavetta, Secretary
Pa. Public Utility Com m is s ion
P.O . Box 3265
H arrisburg PA 17105-3265

Re : JointApplication Frontie r Com m unications Corporation;
Frontier Subs idiary Telco LLC; Com m onw ealth Teleph one
Enterpris e s LLC;Com m onw ealth Teleph one Com pany LLC
d/b/a Frontier Com m unications Com m onw ealth Teleph one
Com pany;Frontier Com m unications ofBreezew ood, LLC;
Frontier Com m unications ofCanton, LLC;Frontier
Com m unications ofLak ew ood, LLC;Frontier Com m unications
ofO sw ayo River LLC;Frontier Com m unications of
Pennsylvania, LLC;Citizens Telecom m unications Com pany of
New York , Inc.;CTSI, LLC d/b/a Frontier Com m unications
CTSI, LLC;CTE Telecom , LLC d/b/a Frontier Com m unications
CTE Telecom Com pany;and Frontie r Com m unications of
Am erica, Inc. For approvalofa Pro Form a Transaction
As sociated w ith th e Plan ofReorganization
Dock etNos . A-2020-3020004;A-2020-3020005;
A-2020-3020006;A-2020-3020007;A-2020-3020009 ;
A-2020-3020010;A-2020-3020011;A-2020-3020012;
A-2020-3020013;A-2020-3020014

Dear Secretary Ch iavetta:

Enclosed pleas e find th e Supplem entto Petition to Intervene ofCom m unications
W ork ers ofAm erica in th e above-referenced proceedings .

Th e docum entis be ing s e rved on allpartie s ofrecord as s h ow n on th e attach ed
Certificate ofService, and w as filed electronically w ith th e Com m is s ion on th is date .

Sincerely,

Enclosure
cc: Allpartie s ofrecord
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Dock etNos . A-2020-3020004;
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SUPPLEM ENTTO PETITION TO INTERVENE
OFCOM M UNICATIO NS W ORKERS OFAM ERICA

Pursuantto 52 Pa. Code §§5.9 1, th e Com m unications W ork ers ofAm erica

(CW A), files th is Supplem entto its Petition to Intervene in th e above -captioned

proceedings . CW A state s as follow s :

1. Th e JointApplicants are corporate affiliate s ofFrontier Com m unications

Corporation (“Frontier Com m unications”)and w illbe referred to collectively as “th e

Frontier com panie s .”

2. O n June 25, 2020, CW A filed a Petition to Intervene in th e s e proceedings .
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3. Atth attim e, and bas ed on th e inform ation th en available to it, CW A stated it

did notoppos e th e DraftPlan ofReorganization or th e reliefre q ue sted by th e Frontie r

com panie s in th is proceeding. CW A, h ow ever, specifically re s erved th e righ tto ch ange

its pos ition ifth e underlying facts , including th e details ofth e finalreorganization,

ch ange .

4. W h ile th ere h ave be en a num ber ofch ange s and update s in Frontier’s status

s ince CW A firstintervened in th e s e proceedings (such as conditionalapprovalof

Frontier’s reorganization by th e United State s Bank ruptcy Court), CW A files th is

Supplem entto bring to th e Com m is s ion’s attention developm ents th ath ave occurred in

Frontier’s operations during th e pastm onth .

5. Specifically, during Decem ber Frontie r h as m ade com m itm ents to investover

tw o billion dollars in atleastth re e oth er state s - - com m itm ents th ath ave th e potentialto

divertre source s aw ay from Pennsylvania and leave consum ers w ith outacce s s to e s s ential

h igh -spe ed broadband s e rvice s .

6. Initially, in th e Connecticutreorganization proce eding, Frontier filed its Reply

Briefon Decem ber 2, 2020.1 O n page 38 ofth atbrief, for th e firsttim e, Frontier m ade th e

follow ing com m itm ent: “Th e Com pany w illagree to expand its fiber to th e prem is e s

(“FTTP”)netw ork to atleast100,000 additionallocations in Connecticutw ith in four

1 Th e South ern New England Teleph one Com pany d/b/a Frontier Com m unications ofConnecticut(SNET)
Bank ruptcy Proceeding and Ch ange ofControl, CTPub. Util. Reg. Auth . Dock etNo.20-04-31, Reply Brief
ofFrontier Com m unications Corp., etal., Dec. 2, 2020, available at:
h ttp://w w w .dpuc.state .ct.us/dock curr.nsf/8e6fc37a54110e3e85257619 0052b64d/e0fb63fa9 9 87b62c8525863
30044df1c?O penDocum ent
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years after th e Auth ority's approvalofth e Re structuring and th e Com pany's em ergence

from Ch apter 11.”Th is fiber deploym entw illreq uire a m ultim illion-dollar annual

investm entfor each ofth e nextfour years .

7. Second, on Decem ber 18, 2020, Frontier, CW A, Staffofth e Public Service

Com m is s ion ofW estVirginia, and th e Consum er Advocate Divis ion ofth e Public

Service Com m is s ion ofW estVirginia filed a jointstipulation th at, am ong oth ers ,

clas s ifie s Frontier’s operations in W estVirginia as “InvestCo“Com panie s , re q uire s

Frontier to deploy Gigabitcapable fiber to notfew er th an 150,000 locations in W est

Virginia by th e end of2027, and re q uire s a m inim um investm entof$200 m illion in W est

Virginia over a th re e -year period ending on Decem ber 31, 2023.2

8. M ostrecently, Frontier, CW A, Th e Utility Reform Netw ork (‘TURN”), and

th e Public Advocate s O ffice atth e California Public Utilitie s Com m is s ion (“Cal

Advocate s”)filed a s ettlem entagreem enton Decem ber 24, 2020.3 In th ats ettlem ent,

Frontier agre ed to strength en its w ork force to m eets ervice q uality standards and expand

fiber deploym entacros s th e state . As partofth e propos ed s ettlem ent, Frontier com m itted

to spend atleast$1.75 billion over th e nextfour years on s ervice q uality and netw ork

enh ancem entprojects , as w ellas provide a detailed plan w ith inputfrom CW A, TURN

and CalAdvocate s th atidentifie s ne eds lik e plantrepair, m aintenance, h iring, and h ow

Frontier intends to addre s s th em . Under th is s ettlem ent, Frontier w illdeploy FTTPto

350,000 locations w ith in th e nexts ix years . Furth e rm ore, Frontier m ade oth er

2 JointStipulation and Settlem entAgre em ent, W VPSC No. 20-0400-T-PC,Dec. 18, 2020, available at:
h ttp://w w w .psc.state.w v.us/scripts/W ebDock et/View Docum ent.cfm ?CaseActivityID=558128& NotType=%
27W ebDock et%27
3 JointM otion for Adoption ofSettlem entAgre em ent, CA PUC No. A. 20-05-010, Dec. 24, 2020,
available at: h ttps ://docs .cpuc.ca.gov/EFileSearch Form .aspx
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com m itm ents , such as m aintaining its totalem ployee tech nician staffing in California

over th e nextth re e years and .providing expanded training to its em ployee tech nicians .

9 . In addition to th e s e specific com m itm ents in th re e state s , on Decem ber 15,

2020, Frontier m ade a pre s entation to its investors .4 In th atpre s entation, Frontier

discus s e s its fiber investm entplans as follow s : “~2.6M ofth e ~2.9 M targeted new fibe r

h om e pas s ings in th e M odernization Plan are aim ed atincreas ing fiber dens ity in ‘CTFC’

(CA, TX, FL, and CT), and ‘W INO ’(W V, IL, NY, and O H ).”5 O n th atsam e page,

Frontier m entions Pennsylvania, butonly as pos s ible candidate s for additionalfiber

investm ent, stating: “Frontier constantly evaluate s th e com pos ition ofstate groupings . IN

& PA are tw o additionalstate s am ong m any currently be ing evaluated.”

10. Itnow appears Frontier h as no definite plans to increas e th e levelof

investm ent(including investm entin fiber to th e prem is e s)in Pennsylvania. CW A

subm its th atth e com m itm ents Frontier h as m ade in oth er state s , as w ellas th e com pany’s

fiber deploym entplans as provided to investors , increas e th e ris k th atFrontier w illdivert

re source s aw ay from Pennsylvania in order to m eetits com m itm ents in oth er state s .

W H EREFORE, for th e reasons explained above, CW A req ue sts th e Com m is s ion

to im pos e justand reasonable conditions , as provided in 66 Pa. C.S. §1103(a), th at

req uire Frontier to m ak e s ignificantadditionalinvestm ents to im prove th e s ervice s

4 Frontier Com m unications Corp., Quarterly Inve stor Update, Dec. 15, 2020, available at:
h ttps ://s1.q 4cdn.com /144417568/file s/doc_ financials/2020/q 3/FTR-Q3-2020-Inve stor-Update -Final.pdf
5 Id., p. 23.
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rece ived by consum ers in th e Com m onw ealth , including investm ents in fiber-to-th e -

prem is e s s e rvice s .

Re spectfully subm itted,

ScottJ. Rubin, Es q .
Pa. Suprem e CourtID: 34536
333 O ak Lane
Bloom sburg, PA 17815

Couns elfor:
Com m unications W ork ers ofAm erica

Dated: January 4, 2021

CERTIFICATE O FSERVICE

I h ereby certify th atI h ave th is day s erved a true copy ofth e foregoing upon th e
follow ing partie s to th is proceeding by electronic m ailand firstclas s m ail.

Th om as Nie s en, Es q .
Ch arles E. Th om as Jr., Es q .
Th om as , Nie s en & Th om as LLC
212 LocustStreetSte 302
H arrisburg, PA 17101
tnie s en@ tntlaw firm .com ,
cth om asjr@ tntlaw firm .com
Couns e lfor JointApplicants

ScottJ. Rubin
Couns elfor CW A

Dated: January 4, 2021


