BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Melaku Asmamaw					:
							:
	v.						:		F-2020-3022405
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



ORDER CONTINUING HEARING

		By Initial Telephonic Hearing Notice dated November 9, 2020, a call-in telephonic hearing was scheduled for January 6, 2021 at 10:00 a.m., and the matter was assigned to Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) F. Joseph Brady.  By Judge Change Notice dated December 29, 2020, the matter was reassigned to me.  The Notice advised that the hearing date and time would remain unchanged.  

		On January 6, 2021, the hearing convened as scheduled, with both parties in attendance.  At the outset of the hearing, Melaku Asmamaw (Complainant) indicated that he would like an opportunity to obtain legal representation to assist him with his Complaint.  Counsel for Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW), Laureto Farinas, Esq., had no objection to continuing the hearing for this purpose.  

		Since the Complainant wants to secure legal representation to assist him with his Complaint, and because PGW did not object to canceling the hearing to enable the Complainant the opportunity to obtain representation, I determined good cause existed for a continuance and granted the request.  The Complainant is reminded that attorneys shall insure that their appearance is entered in accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa. Code § 1.24(b).  Also, if the Complainant does not secure legal representation by the rescheduled hearing date, the hearing will proceed as scheduled, and he will have to represent himself in this matter.  

A notice canceling the current hearing date and rescheduling to a future date will be issued.  The parties are encouraged to talk with each other to resolve this matter or some portion thereof.  It is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements (52 Pa. Code § 5.231).

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED;

1. That the continuance requested by Complainant Melaku Asmamaw in the matter of Melaku Asmamaw v. Philadelphia Gas Works at Docket No. F-2020-3022405 is granted; 

2. That the scheduling staff of the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall reschedule this matter. 


Date:	January 6, 2021										
							Christopher P. Pell
		Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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