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‘Thrs Ietter rs m su "port of Mr Bryan Tate, a pnvate property owner rn the Crty of Ycrk

e who has ﬂled a form'cfﬂ complarnt agamst Calumbia. Gas for issues-related to the

. nstallatron of gas m ters m the crtv Mr Tate s hearmg 15 schedu ed for May 27

o ,Downtown lnc i’ A pubhc-pnvate partnership representmg the Clty of York’s busmess
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- 'owners, and d[llgence in adhermg 10 h;stonc desrgna’uons and other protectrve o
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. }our commumty and counteracted srgmﬁcant state mvestment m our crty

the the PUC Regulat:on provrdes for exr:eptlons for hlstonc, _ropertres and pmpertres S
" infederally desrgnated historic drstncts {Sectron 59. 18( )(1 (it A- )] Columbra Gasis

L 'lgnormg the hzstorrc exceptron even m cases where property owners hke MF, Tate have

- requested the exceptron Columbra Gas's suggested mltrgatron of plantmg bushes and

. ipamtmg meters ha\re nelther come to frustron, nor aré the 'correctlve actrons on par wrth

© the rmpact of the mstailatzons Further repaif \ work to szdewa!ks foHowmg ‘work has
not been ccnsrstent or hrgh quahty, resultmg in pubhc safety hazards and a srgnrfscant

l‘ detnment to the hlstonc natu re of Downtown York

2 East Market étreet, York PA 1 7401 717—849‘—72331 . W.DoWntownYokaaLcom
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Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office
PENNSYLVANIA MISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION |

July 22,2020

© Steven K. Haas
Administrative Law Judge
PA Public Utilities Comtnission
400 North Street
Harrisburg PA 17120

RE:  BryanTate v, Columbia Gas
PUC Heating C-2020-3018966

Dear Mr. Haas:

The State Historlc Preservation Office (SHPO) was contacted recently about the above ,

"complaint. We commented on the draft Amendment ta 52 Pa. Code Sec. 59,18 regarding meter
location and suggested soma revisions on the pravisions related to historic buildings, The City
of York is one community that has long worked to preserve its historic character. In 1970 the
City passed an ordinance to designate the downtown area as a local historic district under the
1961 Pennsylvania Historic District Act, and an even larger area was listed In the Natlonal
Register of Historic Places in 1979. The boundaries of both the National Register and local
historic districts are available online to the public on our agency’s Cultural Resources
Geagraphic information System, and the local district dlso appears on the City of York's zoning
map. In the SHPO's opinion, there is no question that Columbia Gas should have been able to

_verify that Mr. Tate's property meets the criteria to be considered for an inside meter location,
as specn“:ed in Section 59.18 (d}{1){i1).

The intent of this provision in the regulation was to recognize the sighificant character of these
" historic districts and give cormmunities an apportunity to consult with thelr local gas supplier as
a strategy for preserving the architectural integrity of their historic buildings. We fully support
this approach and further recommend that, before starting these relocation projects, gas
companies reach out to property owners and to the municipality’s Historic Architectural Rewew
Board to outline parameters or deslgn guldelines for choosing an appropriate place for the gas
metar and regulator. This would allow residents and gas companies alike to rely on a
predictable and consistent process that would improve the safety of the gas supply network, as
Wei] as mamfainmg and preserving the archltectura| character of these historic districts 8
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In stark contrast, Columbia Gas seems 1o be treating all properties without r'égard to their
. historic designation, and even when property owners reguest an inside location-under the
provisions of 59.18, few, if any, exceptions are approved. :

The PA Historical and Museum Commission’s State Historic. Preservation Office urges PUC to
caretully consider Mr. Tate’s complaint and diract Columbia Gas to negotlate in good faith with
historic property owners, as provided in the current regulations,

Please feel free to contact our office if you need any additional information about
* Pennsylvania’s historic districts or sensitive meter locations.

Sincerely, .

““Bﬁﬂz@%x .

Andrea L. MacDonald,
Director and Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office
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D Gnyof‘{ark ISR
Historica% Architecture Board of Rewew (HARE)

: 101 8 Gecrge Sireet Yo;fk PA 174{)3

o H_eﬁa,
B wnte on behalf m‘ fhe appettant Bryan Tate. i serve as fhe Chalr af the Yc:trk
* Clty Historle Architectural Review Board. (HARB), We have heard numerols -
appeals and corviplaints frofn residents of our historic district who have atternpted_
L without success to stop the install aﬁons of pew gas fmeters at the front of their
historic houses. 'We have had ericourag| ny tonvérsations with a representaﬁv;a
of thie gas company who- indicated a current window of oppertunity foy strong :
n repraseniatzons of the district and. fhe owners who seek“rehef from the iastailation ,
, "of gas meters at the frcnt of: these htstunc hcsmes Vo L '

Mr Ta’te 'S home :s in excepﬁonal yfme condaﬁan and s h ghly representaﬂve of
this housihg type from it's time of construction.: “The York Gity Historic '
Architectural: Reéview. Board has strongly encouraged alfernative ;)iacement of
rew gas métering systems so as to preserve the strast facing view of all: histarl
© homes in the district. We belipve this housé to be a stellar. example ofa 19th
‘Century Home. We wouid strongly sncourage Golumbla Gas to fook for = ;
- altérnative locations of & hew. meter system that wald riot obstract oF othemsse
= ;malign the s%reet face view of this 1mportant propeﬁy m the distncf C

,,We u{ge the PUC fo sericusty conszder thna esthetac vaiue of such cansci ntiousfy
maintained histotic properfles in the commumiy and urge that Caiumb a Gas find -

- alternative sites for metering and, preserve the facing street vnew of th%s fme F’me
o Street house that Mr Tate owna : , R REPE

- 'Thank you for your conmdaratmn and lf ycn,,z have any quesﬁons please de not
has 1o take fo, cantact me at 71?-586~738*§ or via email e \

Smcereiy, .

il 2

Wm Craiq umbrun
Chair X
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