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PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 


:

ORDER CONTINUING HEARING
This Order is issued pursuant to the authority granted to presiding officers by the regulations of the Commission at 52 Pa. Code §5.483.
On February 2, 2021, Complainant 600 Scranton LLC requested a continuance of the hearing scheduled for February 9, 2021 for sixty days.  The reason for the request is to allow time to conclude discovery.  PPL opposes the request for a sixty day continuance but would agree to a thirty day continuance.
The timely completion of discovery is essential in litigation.  There is no formula for this, of course, but absent a factor that would be prejudicial to a party in doing so (or the existence of a statutory deadline), I generally grant continuation requests so that discovery may be completed.  The Commission’s Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure at 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b) state that, “Only for good cause shown will requests for continuance be considered.”   While I understand that PPL would like to move this matter along, good cause has been shown by Complainant to continue this matter for sixty days, especially as Complainant is contemplating deposing a witness.
I again note that 52 Pa. Code § 5.322 encourages parties to exchange information on an informal basis.  The parties are expected to pursue resolution of discovery issues among themselves.  Motions to Compel should be filed only after such efforts have failed.  Any Motion for Sanctions must be preceded by a Motion to Compel.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.  That the telephonic evidentiary hearing scheduled for February 9, 2021, is continued until April 15, 2021.

Date:
February 5, 2021
______/s/________________________



Dennis J. Buckley



Administrative Law Judge
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