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ORDER DENYING RENEWED MOTION TO STRIKE AND CLOSING THE RECORD


This Order is issued pursuant to the authority conveyed to presiding officers under the Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 5.483.


On May 6, 2021, an Order was issued at this docket requiring Lawrence Kingsley (Complainant) to file an Amended Complaint in this matter. 


The authority of the Commission and its presiding officers to direct the amendment of complaints is well established:

(a)  The Commission may at any time, or during a hearing, presiding officers may on their own motion or the motion of a party, direct parties to state their case by way of amendment more fully or in more detail. The amendment shall be reduced to writing and filed within the time fixed by the Commission or the presiding officer.
52 Pa. Code § 5.93. Directed amendments.


On May 6, 2021, Complainant was directed to file within twenty (20) days an Amended Complaint with respect to the specifics of PPL’s actual implementation of its vegetation management plan vis-à-vis Complainant’s property, and Complainant’s property only.  


Within twenty (20) days of the filing of Complainant’s amended Complaint, PPL was to file any Answer or responsive pleading to the Amended Complaint.



No timely efiling of an Amended Complaint was made with the Secretary of the Commission by May 26, 2021.  Instead, Complainant twice emailed me a “Renewed Motion to Strike,” and a document titled “Reply to PPL’s Answer to Amended Complaint,” which is not an amended Complaint.  I note that neither email was served on counsel for PPL.


Complainant’s Renewed Motion to Strike, which is essentially the same as his original Motion, is denied as was the original Motion, consistent with my Order of May 6, 2021.



As no Amended Complaint has been efiled, PPL is under no requirement under the directions of the May 6, 2021 Order to file an Answer to a document that does not exist.


The record in this matter is now closed, and an Initial Decision will be forthcoming.



THERFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That Complainant’s Renewed Motion to Strike is denied as was his original Motion, consistent with my Order of May 6, 2021.


2.
That as no Amended Complaint has been efiled, PPL is under no requirement under the directions of the May 6, 2021 Order at this docket to file an Answer to the document titled “Reply to PPL’s Answer to Amended Complaint.”


3.
That the record in this matter is closed.

Date:
May 27, 2021
______/s/________________________



Dennis J. Buckley
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