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BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

C. 19707 - Department of Transportation of the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Reading Company,

Borough of Counshohocken, Borough of West Conshohocken|

and County of Montgomery - Alleging, inter alia,
that the MatSOnford Bridge i1s presently ih a state of

disrepair and requires rehabilitation in accordance

with a plan prepared by complainant, and that parties'

responsible for said maintenance and repairs will not

agree to bear their share of the estimated costs of

I the proposed repairs in accordance with assignments

made oy Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission in its)

order issued December 1%, 1937, at ¢. 11279,

BEFORE: , RUDOLPH PALLASTRONE, ESQ.,
| Examinsr
APPEARANCES;‘ - LIONEL B. GUWNIT ESQ.,

(Transportation & Safety Building
- Harrisburg, Pennsylvanla)

for PennDot
Complainant

JOEL E. MAZOR, ESQ.,
(Reading Tcrmvnal
Phlladelphla, Pcnnﬁyivanla)

for Reading Co., Debtor




of Montgomery, alleging, inter alia, that the

and requires vehabilitation in accordance with a

pian prepared by complainant, and that parties

{ agree to bear their share of the estimated costs of

o

WALTER PHIPPS JR., ESQ.,
(312 Fayetbe Street, |
Conshohocken, Pennsylvania)
for Borough of Conshohocken
EDWARD F. KANE, ESQ.,
(522 Swede Street,
Norristown, Penngylvania)

for Borough of West
Conshohocken

INITTAL HEARING, held in the Courthouée,'Norristown,
PennSylvania, on Wednesday, December 20, 1972, beginn
at lG:QC o'clock a.m.

THE EXAMINER: Gentlemen, we will
callithis hearing td order on Oomplaint 19707,
Department of Transportation of the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania v. Reading Company, Borough of

Matsonford Bridge is presently in a state of disrepail

responsible for said maintenance and repairs will not

the proposed repairs in accordance with assignments

|20

Consghohocken, Borough of West Gonshohocken and County|

s
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M. Davis =~ Direct

Ol

made by Peunsylvania Public Utility Commission in
its order issued December 13, 1937, at C. 11279°
| | | Would you preéent yoﬁr first
"'ﬁrness, please, |
MR, GUMNIT: Miltoa Davis.
COMPLAINANT '8 EVIDENGE
MILTON DAVIS, ha#ing been first
duly sworn, was examined and testified asffOllows:
| DIRECT EXAMINATION |
BY THE EXAMINHR:
Q ‘Give your full name‘and;address'fdr the
recoxrd, pléaSeo
A Milton H. Davis, Room 20, Transpdrtation'&
‘safety Building, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
BY MR, GUMNIT:
Mr“Davis, by whom are'yoa employed?
Pennsylvania Department of,TranspOrtation.‘
In what capacity are you 50 empioyed?
Aséistant Grade Crossing Engineser.

 Are you & licensed professional engineser?

> o oo P o

Yes, I am.




M. Davis - Direct | o

Q Are you suthorized to testify on behalf of

- the PennbDot at this hearing?

A Yes, sir, T an.

Q\  Describe the highway-involﬁed in this
pnoéeeding‘ k

A The highway involved in this'proceeding is

with Legislative Route 23042 and County Line Road
at the Montgomery Counfy - Delavare County dividing

line and extends a distance of 2.73 miles to its

termunus and connection with Legislative Route 46103,

Legislative Route 46107 and Elwm Street in

Conshohocken, a1l in Montgomery County.  Legisiative

Route 46140 is not traversed by a Traffic Route

number,

9 What is the current average daily volume of

vehicular traffic using Legislative Route 46140 at

the bridge involved in this proceeding?

A The average daily volume of vehicular traffic

currently using Legislative Roube 46140 at the bridge

involved in this Proceeding amount to 30,280 motor

vehicles,




M. Davisg - Direct 5

Q ~ Describe briefly the bridge involved in this
procseding.
A The bridge involved in this pProceeding was

constructed in 1920 and is composed of ten conecrete

arch spans on wassive concrete piers and abutments,

Hach end span is 80 feet long and carries Legislative

Route 46140 over tracks of Reading Company.
The eight center spans are each

}16~Feet long and carries Legislative Route 4614LO
over, among other things, the Schuylkill River.
Specifically, part of span 3 and a11 of spaﬁs 4,
5 and 6, numbering from the‘West,CenShohookeh side
of the bridge, are over the Schuylkill River.

| There are two eoncrste ramps
normal to the bridge. The south or west ramp is
adjacent to Pier No. 2 and.has been referred to in

past Public Utility Commission Proceedings as the

ramp leading to Merion Worsted Company and is on the

Borough of West Conshohocken side of the river.
The north or sast wamp is known

as the lel Street Ramp and is adgacenb to Span No.

3. This ramp is on the Borough of Conshohoocken side

of the river.




4 thes Mlll Street Ramp and carries Forrest Street

 to state what it is and explain the exhibit.

 Schuylkill River.

 estlmatcd quanﬁltles and general noﬁes.‘

~of the structure.

M. Davis - Direct : 6

There is an additiona1 ramp invol

known as the Forrest Street Ramp, that 18 normal to

over the former canal of Sohuylkill Navigation
Company.

The west half of the bridge is
in the Borough of West Conshohocken and the ean
half of the bridge in the Borough of,Conshohockeni
Q I show you & set of plans marked‘for

identification as PennDot Exhibit No. 1 and ask you

A PennDot Exhibit No 1 consists of nine sheets

No. 1 through 9 of the Department of Transportation's

Bridge Drawings desighated S-10482 for repair of the |

ten span R. ¢. Arch Bridge carrying Legislative

Route 46140 over tracks of Reading Company and the

Sheet Wo. 1 is the general plan.

Sheet No. 2 shows typical section
Sheeu No. % shows a plan view

Sheet Wo. ¥ shows the South

red

413




~ﬁ Q I show you a sheet of paper marked for

| Bridge.

| amounts to $109,255.70.

M. Davis - Direct T

elevation view of the structﬁre.
| Sheet No. 5 shows the north
elevation view of the structure.

Sheet No. 6 shéws the plan and
elevaﬁion view of the East or Mill Street Ramp and
Forrest Strseﬁ Ramp.

| Sheet No. 7 shdws the plan and
elevation view of the West Ramp. |

Sheet No. 8 shows SeCtion, typice]
spalling and miscellaneous details.

| Sheet No. 9 shows miscellaneous

details.

idenfification as PennDot Exhibit No. 2 and as you to
state what it is and explain the exhibit. |

A PennDot Exhibit No. 2 is one sheet of paper
dated 1972 showing the estimated cost of repaif to

the PFayette Street Bridge, also known as the Matsonfoi

The estimate totals §546,278.50,
exclusive of engineering and contingencies. The

gstimated cost of Engineering and Contingencies
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M. Davis -= Direct

The estimate is divided into
items required for repair to the State's, Reading
:. Company's, Borough of Conshohocken‘s and Borough of
West Conshohocken's portion of the bridge.

"k ‘The State's or PennDdt’s portion
is estimeted to amount to $367,130.50 plus $73,426.10
enginseering and contingencies for‘a total of
$440,556.60.

Reading‘Company‘s portion‘is
estimated to amount to $138,380.50 plus $27,676.10
engineerihg and contingéncies or a total of
$166,056.50. |

Borough of Conshohocken's portion

is éstimated to amount to $35,709.50 plus $7,141.90
engineering and contingencies of a total of
$42,851.40,
Borough of West Conshohocken's

protion is estimated‘to amount to $5,058.00 plus
‘$1501l.60 enginsering and,contingenciés or a total
of $6,Q69.60.

Q Name the parties that shoﬁld be ordered to
furnish material, perfcrm work and bear costs in

I connection with the proposed repair.




- exhibited as PennDot Exhibit No. 1 and estimeted

- any vatchmen, flagmen or construction inspectors, at

: be 6rdared to reimburse PennDot for the actual cost

M. Davis ~ Direct 9

A The Department of'Transportation‘i5~Willing

to repair the bridge in accordance with the plan

to cost $655,534.20 at its initial cost and expense.

Reading Company should furnish

its sole cost and expense.
| If the Boroughs of West Gonshohoc
and Conshohocken desire to furﬁish,any construction
inspectors, they should do so at their sole coSt and
EXpense. |
Reading Company, Borough of

Conshohocken'and‘Boroughyof'wést Conshohocken should

of repairing their reSpective portions of the
éﬁructure estimated to cost $166,056.60, $42,851.40
and §6, 069.60 HeSPectively.

The Department is willing to
delete repair to the west ramp, east ramp, Forrest
Stréet ramp, east stairway and removal of the west’
sﬁairway, if 8o determined by the Public Utility
Commission. |

The Department included repair

kesn




M., Davis - Direct 10

of these items as a practical mabtter and because the
plan exhibited as PennDot Exhibit No. l:covers

the complete structure as ordered constructed by the
Public Service Commission in its order of July 1k,
1919,‘at‘Af 2581 and~A. 2582 and as(orderéd maintaine
by the Public Ubility Commission in its‘order dated
Decémbér 13; 1937, in Complaint Docket No. 11279.

Nothing in this instant complaint

docketed 19707 has any reference to change of
maintenance responsibilities and it'is aVerred:
that responsibility for wmainbenance should not be
altered. |

Q What date does PennDot request the Public
UtilityVCommiséicn to seﬁ for completioh of this
repainr?

A PennDot proposes to complete the repair prior
to December 31, 1973, and it is requested’that the |
onmmission sgt the date for_completibn accordinglyn
Q Do you have any further testimony to offer

at this time? |

A T have no further testimony to offer at this
:, time, eicept that this complaint{Was filed with the

Public Utility Commission primarily because Reading
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M. Davis - Direct | 11
Cross

Company, Berough'of Conshohocken and Borough of West
Conshohcéken would not agree to assume their rightful
 share of the répair expenge relating to their portion
of the struoturé undef‘or adjacent to Legislative
Route 46140 as assigned by the Commission in its
order of December 13, 1937.

Any non-carrier utility facility
aiteration should be done at the utility company's
sole cost and expense.

MR, GUMNIT: Wibtness available
for cross examination. _

| THE DXAMINER: Mr. Mazor?

CROSS EXAMTNATTON
BY MR. MAZOR: |
Q»' | Mr. Davis, with referenCé to your traffic
count, may I assume thasz no physical GOuntkWaS taken
SQ you do not have a breakdown of that traffic as

between wmotor vehicles and trucks?

 A : No, siz, I do not.

Q Righﬁ. This came out of your computer data?
| A Our road log, right.

Q From your pérsoéal bbservation, however, you
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M. Davis = Gross , 12

Will concede that a large number of trucks of all

do use this structure?

gizes
A Yes, sir, I do.
Q Right, and that there is no weight posted

or limits so that the heavies and longest allowable

trucks are permitted to use this structure?

A There is no-weight limits vosted on the
bridge.
Q Has the Department made any prealctlonq with

reference to how much of this traffic will be taken
of f thc brldge vwhen and if the Blue Route right

up the river is completed?

A No, sir, we have not. |

Q It is a prossidlty, howevér, that at least
some of the traffic, and particularly thru-truck
traffic will be using that poute rather than the
Gonshohocken Bridge?

A That is correct, sir.

Q Now, were you present at the Field Gonfeﬂnce
that was held September 12, 1972 with reference %o

this project?

A Yes, I was.

Q And you know, of course, that Mr. Paul Pebters
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Ms Davig = Cross

is Bridge Engineer of District 6-0 of PennDot ?

A Yes, sir, I do.

Q Did you‘hear Mr. Peterson state at that

Fileld Conference that the structure was not in~danger

of imminent collapse, but further delay could
péséibly lead to a situstion where the arch structure
WQuld require replacement instead of only repairs?

A . Yes, sir, I did.

- Q Could you state the‘imminence of the danger in
terms of years? Could you state that? -

| ’A No, sir, I could not.

Q And is it also a possibility that the imminencls

of that danger might possibly be postponed by transfepr

bf some of the heavy~traffio to the Blue Route?
A No, sir, :it will not.
Q You don't think so? All right.
'of Dhe brldge which Reading Company~~anu the ramps
that Reading Company is presently,mainﬁaining under
‘existing orders, when you testified that the
Departmentfis willing to delete repair to the West
ramp, sast ramp, Forrest Street rawmp, the east

stalrway and the removal of the west stairway, those

Now, with refefgncc to the port¢on‘



M. Davis - Cross 14

are all items that are preSently‘Reading,Company‘s
maintenance responsibility, is that corfect?

A Wo, sir, there is aiso Some that is g
Tespongibility of the Borough of Coﬁshohocken,

Q - All right. ©Now, were the figures for the

rehabiliﬁation of' the ramps and the stairway and

~the stairway removal included in the estimate you

gave 1in response to question number five?

A Yes, sir, they wevre,

Q Can you giVe us roughly--and you can take
& minute if you want--how much deletion of those

items would reduce Reading Company's share, as you

- pPropose it?

A I will have to take the moment.
Q Please do.

If it's too muchiof & problem,
way I ask'fou this way. In your exhibit number 2,

are those items readily identifiable so that anyone

‘looking at Exhibit Number 2 and reading your answer

g ® question number 6, which includes the items that

could be deleted, could make those calculations by
themselves?

A No, sir.




have to give me exact dollars and cents. A rough

I estimated to cost $6,221.

 would be feduced if no repairs were made to thoss

M. Davis - Cross ; 15
Q Well, I was trying to make it €asy. You don't

egtimate to the nearest thousand would be fine.

A : Well, the Forresﬁ Street famp repair to it is

Q Right.

A - The west ramp is estimated for repair to be
$24, 716,

Q Right.

A Now, the stairvay--the east stairvay--well,

thu west stairvay is estimated to cost $2,000 for

its removal. This is not including enginesring
contlngency. | |

Q T understand that. How about the east
stairvay? I believe thaﬁ is a HReading Company
responsibility as well.

A Right. The east stairway is $4,300, less
snginsering contingency.

Q | So those items total roughly SOmCWhefL in the

neighborhood of $37,000 that heading Compan '8 figure

vamps and stairways, if I totaled up as you went

along. It was $37,237?




A That 's about right.

A Sir, 1% is in the nature of repair.
Q What will be the purpose of it when it is
repaired?
& It will be a ramp on & ramp at the turn on

- trucks-~a flooring or support for their wheels as

. ramp eazsier?

A That's correct, Tt will also eliminate

Q@  Right.
A At that corner.
Q Would you agres that it has nothing to do,

A That's correct, it does not,.
Q Now, your item 420-0802, $Y4,842, items for

M. Davig - Cross - o 18

g Okay. Tow, on your estimates--yow item 305-0200,

ie this in the naturs of a repair, would you say--

the $300 for the twenty tons of bituminous Concrete

base course?

the west ramp to permit tractor-trailers, or heavy
they make it.

Q It will facilitate in making turns on that

destruction to the wall that comes down the ramp.

bagilcally, with the structural spaces?

concrete surface course, is it not true that Shis is




M. Davis ~ Cross - 17

mostly paving over existing granite blocks on the raump
A On the ramps, yes, sir, ‘It‘s a1so primarily
for sealing the ramps from water seeping through.
Q | The existing granite blocks,are they in good,
bad or poor condition? T mean, vehicleé can safely
use them at present? ks
A Yes, sir, they can but water ddea penetrate
and will continue to Work at the destruction. ‘
€ All right. ©Now, your item 704~0001 which is
| Temoving the parapet and replacing it vith new

concrete, ig it not true that this also is something

(43

g'that Will help trucks make a turn on the west ramp mor

gasily?
A What item is that?
1 Q Itém 7040001, $6,265, Class AA Cement ConcretF
| for Parapst Repair} Maybe it's 27. It's harg to
| read ;}our exhibit at spots.
I am sorry, it is 2704.
A There is no rémoval of construction of parapet

for the removal of the stairway therc. Portions of
it, siz, are for the ramp, but some of it is not,
Q And then your item, T guess 1t would be

2704-0012, which ars curdb and sidewali spairs, is




‘neath and on the side of the structure.

conditions lead to this condition?

1. Davis ~ Cross , 13

that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, do you have an opinion as to what caused
the deterioration of the curk and sidewalks ﬁecassitat
thess repairs?

A No, sir, I don't.

Q ~ Is it possible that salting of the bridgs,

at lecast attribubed to this deterioraﬁion?'

A | Not to the best of my knowledge. |

Q - And your item 1017-0004, which is a substantia
:ﬁem’ofyéfl,hoo; repairs to span one and span ten

and east Stairway,~what necessitatsd the making of
repairs? WOuld‘you venture an opinion?

A Yes, sir. The spalling of the concrete'under-

Q@ . Is it possible that salting and drainage

A ' Ro, sir.

Q ~ What would you say it‘was, just time?

A Yes, sir.

Q Mr. Davis, what, in genéral, would you say

1ead‘to'the present condition which, in your opinion,

Fequires the expenditure of this monsy to meke repaix

ing

o
s.\"}




I} I am sure it could be done--the work that has to be
§

I Q ~ Okay.

- Q Mr. Davis, in giving your estimate of the time

jm-eference to the Bpan over Reading's electrified

M. Davis - Cross 19

Do you have an opinion as to what
contributed to this deterioratibn?
A The lack of preVentage maintenance,
Q And would you also say the heavy uge of the
bridge plus that?
A No, sir, I would not.
Q The vehicular use of the bridge had nothing
to do with its deterioration? |

A ot sufficiently, sir,

it would take to complete the repairs, did the

'Department take into consideration that with

track that that would be able to be done at night
after the de-energization of the electricity?

A Yes, sir, it did.

Q We Jjust wanted to make sure that was talken
Jinto ooﬁsideration‘ ”

A For that period it would have to be de~energize

done--because it would not effect the total work

sufficiently.
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M. Davis - Cross 20

MR, MAZOR: That's all T have

- for now.

THE EXAMINER: Ur. Phipps?
BY MR. PHIPPS:
Q Mr. Davis, all of the Borough of Con shohocken
expenses related to the east ramp?
A No, sir. |
Q V What other expenses does the Do*ough of
Conshohocken have begides the east ramp?
A ‘ The approaches~—thc east approach and the
prime east ramp.
Q  Yhen you Séy "éast‘appréach“,;What do you
wean by thét? |
A ~ The Fayebte Street approach.

Q Where does it begin and end? Where does the

approach begin and where doesg it end?

When you say "approach', I am

not familiar with that term. What does it mean?

A For the purposes of repair, thé’pbint of

termunus of the repair is on PennDot Exhibit Number
one.

The Borough is not liable to the
SUH%cf

toadvay service, but it's responsible for the sidewal]

kS,




M. Davis ~ Cross 21

Q Now, on this Exhibit Two, where is the cost

of the sidewalks shown on there, Mr. Davis?

A Well, they are 8Specifically mentioned.
Q Are they specifically mentioned?
A Yes, sir, they are.

THE EXAMINER: Where are they
mentioned, Mr. Davis, éo Mr. Phipps can check his
exhibit.

THE WITNESS: Ttem 676~l,kcement
concrete sidewalk. |
BY MR. PHIPPS:

Q That's not for the Borough.
A I am sorry--the Special concrete.

THE EXAMINER: Give him the itenm
nuuber, s
THE WITNESS: 704-0012.

BY MR, PHIPPS:

Q That's the concrete for the sidewalké?

A Yes, sir.‘

Q  And it's 190 cubic yards of it-~that's the
quantity? | |

A  ' That 's right--no--it's cubic fest.

Q Now, why is it special concrete for a sidewall]




M. Davis - Crosas .22

Mr. Davis?

A It‘s Special other than concrete used for the

rcadway.

Q I mean, different preSSure; more expensive?
A Different construction technique.

Q Take this item 1017-0004, PréSSure Mortar

Build~up, $17,500, right?

A Yes. |

Q Is that some kind of featment to the,Spans?

A That is, yes, sir. |

Q;k And ig all of this necessary in order to wmain-

tain the safety of this ramp?

A It is necessary to maintain its life.

Q@  Now, is this ramp itself in any 1mm1nent
dan@ef of OOllapSC, or to the east ramp?

A If 1t's not repaired, it will be in imminent

danger of collapse.

Q  What period of time?
A I can't answer that,
Q I mean,yars you familiar with the study that

PennbDot hed made by Urban Engineers in 19709

A Yes, sin, i am.

'Q ‘ Did thati study indicate that this Tamp was in




M. Davis - Cross : 23

any imminent danger of collapse?

A 'No; 8ir, it didn't. It dld say 1n the report
that repairs are necessary to ellmlnate Uhe danger.
4Q To preserve the relnforcement of the roagd

but not in order to preserve the safety of the bridge
or insare the safetyjof the bridge?

A ~ For the same reason, sir.

Q Ultlmately you say 1t muzt be done and if

nat the brldge Wwill become unsafe, but certainly
the adpcbive "imminent" is not appropriate in this
situation, -

’A Yes, sir, it is with the east apploach because

it is closely approachlng~~lmm1nently approaching

| that condltion
Q Wéll, have you made any subsequent studieé
to this study made by Urban Engineers in 19707 Has

PennDot made any subsequent studies?

%;

Yes. OQur District Bridge Unit has studied thalk

fon 8

he east ramp, 81r . and have adv1sed us of that.
’Qf ;k Most of uhe east ramp is on a solwd
foundation, isn't it? More than a third is on a
- 8olid basé;;is it not?

A Wo, it isn't, sir.




M. Davis -~ Cross o

Q It's not? Tsn't it solid from there down to

there? (Indicating)

A Yes, sir, it is. |
Q So that's at least a third of the ramp.
A Of the length, yes, sir, but not’of the

total ramp.
] Ycu say under here "“minor Spalllng R not
“Serious or major but you say there is an imminent
| danger. |
A Minor spalling in a lot of instances has
exposed the re-enforcing steel.
Q But it is minor and not Serious or major.
‘That's the adjective used on your print,
A Wo, sir. HExposure of the steel re-enforcing
13 maaor snalllng. |
Q - Well, on your print it says minor spalling,‘
doss i% not?

I assume this was made by foul
department under each one of the spans..
A ; Well, yes, but there is a spalling that 's
not marked minor. There are also sna111ngq that
expoqe uhe re-enforcing steel.

Q You mesan this drawing-~this print you submitte

d




ramp?
A Yes, s8ir, it does.
q Well, it indicates them as minor spallings,

A Ib only points to a certain spot of the ramp.|
The 75 square feet of two inch to six inches depth

is something like that which is definitely ma jor

qQ But nonetheless, it refers to minor spalllngs

BY MR. PHIPPS:

Q- They.aren’t shown?

A Yes, they are, and not dGSLOHated as maJOﬂ

M. Davis - Cross 25

does not show the major defect indicated on this

does it not?

Spalling.

does it not? |
| THE EXAMINER: I think Mr.,Davis

MS.indioated,all that. Although he has wminor

spallings, he indicated they are major spallings

in some areas and didn't designate them.

A ’They are Qho*.mon there but not called magoL,
”HE BXAMINER: They are not

:dEsignatsd. k

BY MR, PHIPPS:

Q They ave ﬁeQ1gnated as major?

but are magor spalllng




it

M. Davis - Cross 26

THE EXAMINER:‘,Wé have covered
that. Go ahead,
BY MR. PHIPPS:
Q Now, MrQ Davis, you testifiethhera.afe
30,260 vehicles per day that cross this pridge?
A ~ That's corresct,

) Do you have any figures shoving how many

 , vehicles per day use this ramp?

A No, sir, I do not.
Q The east ramp or the nowvth?
A That is somebhing the Borough of West

Conshohocken should give us.

@ - But you don't have'any‘figureS?
A We don't, sir, no.
Q You have no knowledge whether it's heavy

dse or iight use?

A» | Whether it's heavy or 1igh£ i'can*t say.

:Q  Okay. Do you know what the treffic flow on
the Drldge was in 1937 vhen the Publie Utillty
Company‘aliocatcd The expense~~thu ma:nﬁenance
expensge bctveen 1%~--the boroughs and state and so

forth--do you know what the traffio flow on the
bridge was at that time?
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A It is in the record, sir. I don't recall it.
Q But the Schuylkill Expressway,wasn't this

in existence then in 193772

A No, sir, it wasn't.

Q And this bridge does get a great deal of
traffic going to and from the Schuylkill Expressway
and to the Turnpike?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you do an origin and destination study
of the vehicles going ac%oss there? |
No, sir.

Did your department do it?

No, sir.

Never has done one?

Mo, sir, we haven't,

Wheré is no reason why PennDot can't go ahead
and maintain the brldge g;?¥f§é without having ths
repair vork done on the ramps, is there?

A There is no reason.

Q You say PennDot is willing to do its work and i

ik let uhe east ramp go unrepalfed?

A That 1is correct, sir. I so stated that in

my airect bestiaony.
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Q Right. Now, you say that the present conditio}

of the bridge was caused by lack of Preventive

- maintenance?

A That's correct.
Q You mean the main part--maintenance by PennDot
A That is correot, sir, | |
Q And that's what brought it to the state of
isrepair?
A The main portion of the bridge, yes, sir,

Q@  You wouldn't consider this to be cfdinary
malnhenance, would you, Mr. Davis? |

A No, I wouldn't, sir.

Q That's the nature of rehabilitation or

reconstruction, right?
A . It's majof repair.

MR. PHIPPS: T have no further
gquestions,

THE BEXAMINER: Mrp. Kane?

BY MR. KANE:

Q- Do you agree with me that the responsibility

Of the Borough of West COnshohocken-~itsysole cost

and expense to maintain this is to maintain the

concrete curbs and sidewallks on the two approaches
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connecting the highway on the bridge with High Strect|
and Ford Street?
A That is correct, sir.
Q Can you show me from Exhibit Qne just where
the responsibility of West Conshohocken is delineatedf
Perhaps you should refer to
gheet number onet
Well, if Ikmay ask you then,
would you refer to shel number one first.
Now, would yda indicaté to me,
8 ir, what you consider to be the respongibility of
wést Oonshohooken‘on'the‘general plan of the bridge?
A ‘ Yes,‘sif, West of span numberyonea
Q So it'g your contention that the area west of‘

span number one is not part of the bridge?

A | That is correct, sir.

Q - And that is a distance of how many feet, gir?
A Approximately 1QO feet.

Q &o that you are saying that the Borough of

West Conshohocken should contribute to the repair
and reconstruction of the sidewalk and curbing on
the area vest of span number one?

A That 1s correct, sir.
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Q What is the overall length of the bridge, sir?
A Approximately three thousand feet, I think--

a little in excess of three thousand feet--wait now.
Hold on. Strike that. I want to make certain of
the distance,

In the order of 1937, December 13,

et

937, the second paragraph indicates that the bridge
which consists of ten concrete arch spans has a total
léngth of approzimately 13,042 foot.
Q A1l right. So that the Public Utility
Commission back in 1937 defined the bridge as having

-~ an overall length of 13,042 fest, is that correct?

A That's COrrect.

Q That does not include the approaches, doegs
b2 e

A No, =ir.

‘Q, ~All right. Tow, if you Will look at sheet

number one, there are gix spans that are 116 fest
g¢ach, is fhat corrsct?

A Right. -

Q  And if wmy mathematics are correct, thet comes

to 928 feet.

A ~Right.
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Q ¢+ There are two spans that ares 30 feet each,

is that correct?

A Right."

Q Which is 160 feet?

A Right.

Q Theré are 7 piers that are nine féet each, is

that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q An& that comes to 63 feet?

A Yes, sir.

Q And there are two piers, one of which is

'appfoximately 15 feet and another pier approximately

21 feet?
i A Yes, sir.
Q Which, according to my computations, comés to
36 feet.
A  A1 éight.
Q And if my computations are correct, that is

| ~a total of 11,087 feet.
A That's correct.
Q. - Now, can you tell me where in the bridge the
cther--vhatever the difference iskbetWEGn 11,087 |

~and 13,042 would be?
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THE EXAMINER: About 155 fest
Jou are saying, MNr, Kane? ,

MR. KANE: Yes, sir,yif that's
the figure. | |

THE WITl SS:‘ Thu bfldge "i*
is the total dlqtance of 11,088 fest. 1 don't care
f what the Public Uulllty CommlSSlon said then, The
 ‘b?idge ig 11,088 feet with is the total of eight’at

116 and two at 8o,

cr

Q Mr. Davis, vhy are you saying that the abutmen
‘west Of span number one 18 not part of the brLdge?
This area right here lmmedwately 1eft of your plan

on shest number one. (Indicating)

If A - The abutmenm 8ir, are part of the brldge and

1t would be in addition %o the = I was wrong.

Q 50 is the abubment part of the bridge?
s Yes, right, |

Q Are you cnarging West Conshohocken Wluh the

eﬁnon81bllwty'oL repairing the sidewalks and
curbs on the abubment 9

A Yest of the center line of the abubment, yes,

G West of the C¢enter lins of the abutment?




E - Q Perhaps you could show me what you

- the center of the a&butment,

. of the abubment .

A No, sir, it is not. Tt's an approach to the
- bridge.
Q Well, then I take it you can't expiain why

‘,Ehe Public Utility Comm1331on 3aid baeck in 1937,
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I don't undsrstand that.
A Well, the center line of the abutment is about

the center of the bearing of that span of the arch--

not of bearings--these are arches but whsn T gpeek of

o

it is physically‘the center

mean.

Am T correctly pointing to the aputment here in this

area?
Fi§ No, sir. nght hefe is the abutmcnt
Q So what you are 8aying is tth d1Qtance of

the 129 feet west of ths abutmcnt is not con31dered

part of the bfldgc7

why
the bridge is lp,OOO?

4 No, sir, T can't.

@  Is it possible that they included this distance

west of the abutment shown on your plan as part of
the bridge back in 19372

A Anything is poseible, sir.
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Q Well, do yoa have the record of the testimony |
from 19377
A No, sir, I don't. ;
Q | I am talking about the reCOrd of the testlmony.
Can you give me any reason why this area is not
lncludSQ a8 part of the bridge? |
A " Because the bfidges are the SPaﬁs. The spans--
ten spans make up the bridge. The approaches ﬁo
thoss Spans are not part of the bri&ge.~ Iﬁ is just
| an approach to a bridge. i

Q Well, obviously, without this’approach, traffie
would not be able to get onto the bridge, is that
ﬁight, if this approach did not exigt, traffic could
not get on the bridge?

A That is correct. |

Q If this approsach ﬁere removed, would the
”bridge maybe stand by itself?

A : Yes, sir, 1t would.

Q Now, there is an item of Class AA cement
gonerete at 3200 a unit price in Exhibit Number Two,
is uhax correct? |
A That's correct, sir.

g And can yqu tell me what Specifically that is




#

d
A Well, the special concrete is for curbs,

9 | Well, what I am trying to determine, and 1

F et el s ot
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to be used for?
A Sidewalk repair, sir.
Q I notice when Mr. Phipps was cross examining

you, I think you were talking about sidewalk repair
but the unit price was $40 per cubic foot.
Can you tell me why the

istinetion?

primarily, and the Class AA concrete is for sidewalk ;
repair, and it is the difference in the’construcﬁion
procedure.’ o
Q | If‘I wanbed to put‘a curb in front of my home;
would I use Class AA cement concrete?

A You would use special concrete if it's used

in the same manner that this plan proposes.

don't claim to be an expert in this field, what is
the average unit price per cubic foot of concrete
used in boroughs and towns and neighborhoods, and
what have you? |

A Sir, it varies considerably, especially on
the amount. It has a lot to do with the amount of

concrete as to what the price is.
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Q- I can appreciate that, but isn't a lower grade
concrete used normally? Isn't this a spscial |
concretes because of the facﬁ of the bridge traffic?
14 Akv | Thet's correct, it is. Tt is high strength
| concreﬁe. |
MR, GUMNIT: May T call your

attention to the fact that there is a distinbtion
in the units because one is cubic feet and one is.
i cubic yards. That makes a vast difference in the
price.

BY MR, KANE: |

Q I am sorry. Well; I'don’t think if'mékes‘any
&ifference in the point that I am tryingito.make,.
dbss,it? |
oA | I dcnft knov, sir.
| Q ’wgll, what I am‘referring to is that this
Class AA,concrete is ssmething‘that has to be used
Because of %he‘natufe of this projeot; because of
the heavy traffic on the bridge, am I correct?
A Nég sir. Ko, it isn't specifically because
of the heavy=traffic.

Q«‘ Wwhat ié'thé reason for it?

A Well, to reduce the time the traffic is




 delayed. zt‘s not because of heavy traffic. 7Tt1g

A The construction of curbing and sidewalks
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just for the delay of traffic period.
Q Well, can T ask you, 81r how traffic wouid
‘be delayed with the construction of curbing ang

81dewalk8?

will require s portion of the cartway being used for
a Work»area to keep trafric away from the vorlrerq
and awvay from the forms_ and what have you and that |
Would be part of the use of the ares and it Wlll
‘aelay or hold up traffiec,

There is no point‘in the main
gtructure repair that will comp?etely stop traffic.

Q Am T oorrect that yow estimate does not includ

W

any repair or reconstructlon of curbing and Sidewalks
of that 122 foot approach, or what you refer to as
the approaoh?
A Would you read that back?

(The Tollowing question was
razad back by the reporter‘as follows:

"QUESTTON: Am I correct that
your estlmatp does not 1nolude any repair or

reconstructlon of curbing and Sidewalks of that 122




A The 16 feet lineal feet of concrete curb

A It is west of the center line of the abutment,

~definitely beyond this point‘here‘ (Indicating)

pointing to at the farthest portion of the bridbe
A  This part wast of a Span‘number one on this

- wall and parapet.

A You mean the westerly most drawing?
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foot approach, or what you refer to as the approach?”

and the ten square yards of cement cuncrete sidewalk,

item number 630-0001 and 676-0001 is west of the

Q Well, I realize it's west of the Bridge, but
is it west of the abutment?

yes, sir.

Q Does it go beyond this extreme point on
sheet number one--this point here? (Indicating)

A Yes, 8ir, some of it does, but it goes more

This iz the point to the west side of Span number one

Q f ‘Now, vhat is this drawing here that I am
or the appreach?
drawing that you are pointing to is the south rstaini

Q - And specifically this item right here.

(Indicating) What is that called?

pom g

ng
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Q ,i Yes. It appears té be a pier--a small pier.
- Is that what it is?

A‘ Wo, sir. It is part of the-=-it ig part df the
area used for retaining wall and pierv.
Q | Is it & supporting structure of‘any kind?

A DNo, sir, only lateral. There i% no vertical
lcad’té it.

Q "HOW, you don't show the approach on the
Conshohocken side of the bridge, do you?

A Only to this extent, on the upper right hand
wrner of shest number one, sir, the area of the 80
~ Toot distance is the Conshohocken approach or east
 approach to the bridge.
[} VWEll, looking at the SPah that is Shown on
i sheet number one in the center of the page, is the
Conshohocken approach depicted theref
i A ~No,’sir,'it'ish't.
Q ~Can you tell me why the Gonshohocken-approach"
is not'depiotedkbut vet what you claim is the West
Conshohodken approach is? | ,
A : Well, the only repair to the approach on the
- West Conshohocken side is that west of span number

i ons. Thers is no repair specifically for the
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Gonshohocken side other than some paving of the road~

way which is the responsibility of the state.

Q One final question so we understand eachother.j

What you are saying is that what

s shown on shed number one, west of span number one,

you consider not to be part of the bridgs?

A That is correct, sir.

Q - And you say that the bridge when you take thati

section away is a distance of 1088 feet?
A That's correct. The additional nine foot,
what have you, thespan 1ength dossn't ine. ude that~~

I anm so;ry~—the nine foot.

‘ Q My question is this,
A ~ VWhatever you came to be thé tot&l df the ning
foot. ﬁ
UQ , . That's your contention of ths length of the
pridgs? e |
A ,’ That's correct. I said it was 1088. T was

- mstaken. I didn't include the nine foot distance.

g ‘And you don't know why the PUC said it vas
Can ; : | ,
| A No, sir, I don's.

MR, KANE: That's all I have.
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THE EXAMINER: Any redirect?
; REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR, GUMNIT:
Q Is there anybhing you wish to add to your

testimony at this moment?

A No, sir.

(Witness excused. )

THE EXAMINER: Any additional
witnesgssges?

Does the Departmént rest? |
MR. GUMNIT: Yes, sir. We have 
no other testimony.‘ |
. THE BXAMINER; Me. Mazor?

MR. GUMNIT: Mr. Examiner, I move

the admission of my exhibits, please.

THE EXAMINER: Any objections
to the exhibite? |

(o response)

THE EXAMINER: Make the exhibits

part of the record.
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TESTIMONY ON BEHALF OF READING GOMPANY, DEBTOR

e, Mo

MARTANO SCHIFATACQUA, having

~been first duly sworn, was examined and testified

as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY THE EXAMINER:

Q

A

Give your full name and address for the

record, please?

My name is Maeriano Schifalacqua.

BY MR. MAZOR:

Q Your address, Mr. Schifalacqua?

A Room 513, Reading Terminal, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

Q And by whowm afe you employed?

A By the Reading Company.

Q- In what capacity?

A Engineer of'Structures.

Q Are you familiar with the complaint insofar

&8 it concerns Reading Company?

A

Q

Yes,

Are you authorized to appear and testify in

this proceeding on behalf of Reading Company?
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A | Yes.
Q Under the outstanding order’of the Publiec
Uﬁility*Commission dated December 13, 1957, for what
' portion of the bridge maintenance is Reading Company
responsible?
A The Reading Company is responsible for the
two end spans’of the bridge extending over the tracks)
'inc1QSive of the supporting abutments, and of the
'Siﬂewalks and curbs on the superstructure but
exclusive of the SQpporting piers and of the roadway
surfacing on the concrete floor slab on the super-
structure and, in addition, maintain the three
Stairways leading from’the bridge to its sﬁation
facilities, the Forrest Sfreet ramp, including‘the
bridge carrying said ramp over the canal, and the
vehicular ramp leading from the main bridge to its
étaﬁibn and the will of the Merioﬁ Worsted Company inf.
West Conshohot¢kens Borough. |
Q@ Now, the ramp ovér the canalféthe canal is
no 1bnger in existence? It has been filled in, is

that correct?

A That's correct.
T Have you examined the plans and estimate

N




M. Schifalacqua - Direct uh

brepared by PennDot?

A Yes. |

- Q With regards to the portions ﬁhiéh are
Reading Gompany?s responsibility? ig all this worlk
as broposed on the plan necessary?. |

A No. As explained by Mr. Peterson, Bridge

| Engineer or Dlstrlcu 6-0, PennDot, at P,U.C. Field
Confefence of September 12, 1972, the quructure
was not in danger of 1mm1nent collapse.

However, further delay, he stated,
could possibly lead to a situation where the arch
structure would fequire replacement instead of only
regpairs, |

Based on a study by a consultant,

dravings and ¢ost estimate. The total cost amounted |
to approximately‘$550,000 broken down accordlng to
‘the responsibility assigned to the various parties
~in the PUC Order of December 13, 1957,

Reading Company's share according
to the estimate was set at 110, ,54%0.50, divided as

follows:
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1) 1Item 305-0200, which ig
20 tons Bituminous Conecrete Base Course (Build up)--

$300.

This item is an extra in that it

is not‘a repair but an addition to better Svae
vehicular traffic making a turn on the west ramp.
Item 4205—‘
Q If the number is not distiguishable, I believe
your description will identify it sufficiently.
A Well, I have here 420-02D~-that doesn 't~
MR. DAVIS: It's 420-0202.
A That 's 1614 sqguare yards of Biﬁuminogs Concret

Surface Course ID-2A; two inch depth which amounts

This item consists mostly--
that's 1562 square yards--of paving over the existing
granite blocks on the ramps which are in good conditi

Item BOL-0007~~ -

Q That has‘been_eliminated by Mr. Davis in his
direct testimony. |
A The next will be item 501-0215 which is 23

square yards of reinforced Cement Concrete Pavement

of various depts. That 's $1,380.

{7
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This item removés ten feet of
granite blocks of the west ramp and replaces it with
concrete. This is considered an improvemént,

The next item will be 70440001,

which is 179 cubic feet,‘01ass AA Cement Concrete
for Parapet Repairs, amounting to $6,265.

This item consists of removing
existing parapet on the west ramp aﬁd replacing with
new concrete. This item has been damaged by trucks
making a turn on the west ramp. It alse includes
building new parapet where west stairway is removed.

The next item is 704-006, 42

cubic yards of Class AA Cement Concrete, Special,

- amounting to $8, 40010

This item consists of an overlay

of special concrete. Again, this is required because

of deteriorated portions of the sidewalk cauSeé by
salting.

‘The next item is 704-0112, which
is 160 cubic feet of Special Concrete. This amounts
to $6,400.

Whls item conswsts of f&paT”S

Lo curbs which were caused by Qaltlng
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Ttem 1017-0004--this is 510 bags
Pressure Morbar Build-Up--$71,L00.
| | This item consists of repairs to
Span 1, Span 10, Forrest Street Ramyyénd,East
Stairway which was caused by salting of road and
poor drainage due to stopped up drains on the bridge.

The next item is 1018-0400, a
Lump Sum for removal of the existing sbructure,
$2,000, |

This item consists of removing
West Stairway. I believe this item and’a portion of
Item 704-0001 could be greatly reduced by siaply
barrlcadlng the stairs.
¢ In other words, if the stairvay was barricaded
ygukwouldn*t nesgd to build a new pé%apet where it

was schedunled for removal?

A And it wouldn't cost so much to remove it.
Q Go ahead.
A The next item would be 1019-C051. This is

303 square yards of Epoxy Protectivs Coating.
This is $1,%63%.50.
This item GODQlStS of avplylng

SpoOXy coaulng on sidewalk ares before Item 704-006
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ig done.
Again, I repeat, the cause of
salting to be the contributing factor.

The next item is 1019-0053, 42

gallons of Fpoxy Bonding Material for (rack Repairs--
51,470, |
| | This item congists of repairing
- cracks on archeé of Spans 1 and iO,'anﬁ west ramp.
u , I do not see the nscessity for

| this repair since the stability of the structure is

not immediately impaired.

The next four items, I grouped
them all together.

One is Item 1090-020%, which is
2 cubic feet of Epoxy Resinkmortar,‘$4,hoo,’ |

Ttem 2000-0001, 18 L.F. Repair

Joints, 345,

Item 2000-0002, Rais 7 scuppers,

These items are not actually

required to be repaired to maintain the structural

$1,050.
, Item 2000-0003, Clsan 7 scuppers,
- $1,225. | ERR




- forces are responsible. The blocking up of the scuppep

must be repaired because of blocking up the scuppers

9 In your opinion, Mr. Schifalabqaa, what has
' been the chief cause of whatever deterioration has

‘oceurred?

Q TNow, Mr. Schifalacqua, at your direction, were

Exhibits One-A through One-E, and I will ask

the Gay and time they were taken and the direction

M. Schifalacqua - Direct 59

integrity of the structure.

In fact, they are items which

and salting the road bykparties other than Reading

company.

[©)]

A The salting of the road by whatever maintenanc

on the bridge by these same forces, The‘VOiume and

class of traffic being carried by the bridge.

photographs taken at the crossing showing traffic
on the bridge?

A Yés.

| | MR, MAZOR: I would like to have

these marked for identification, please, as Reading
. SChifalacqua to identify them in.turn,‘indicating

and so forth, and what they depict.
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(A séries of photographs
'wére markedas Readihg Exhibits 1~A through 1-7 for
identification.)
A The first photograph is Exhibit 1-A, which

vas taken at 8:09 a.m. on December 5, 1972, and it

shows a view of the Fayette Street Bridge going west.|

The cameraman was standing betweeh

the stairway‘and the ramp.
Q A1l right.
| THR EXAMINER: Do you want to

show it to counsel? : LR

| MR. MAZOR; Counsel has been
provided with copies. |
A ‘Exhibit 1-B was taken at 8:11 a}m; on
, Dedember 5, 1972, and it shows a view 1éoking’w est
Just about at the same locatlon bSEWeen.the ramp

and the stalrway.

@ A1l right.

A . LXhlblt l ¢ was taken at 1% HG &.. on Detembst

:,5, 19(2 and it shows a v1ew of the bridge looklng
east frowm about the pier approaching Span 10.

| - The next one would be Exhibit
1-D Whlch was taken at 11:35 a.m. on Deoembar 5

13?2 and it shows a view of the bridge looking west
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A I have.

g - And would you say that these pictures depict

A ’; Yes.

‘you please, Mr. Bxaminer, as Reading Exhibit number

2, which has been distributed to counsel.
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standing on the esagt approach.
| The last one is Bxhibit 1-E, which

vas taken at 4:20 p.u. dn December 5, 1972, and

it is looking west from the east end of the bridge.

Q Now, Mr., Schifalacqua, may i assume that you,

yourself, have been on that bridge and used it on

various occasions?

the normal amount of traffic using the bfidge at

those particular times of the day?

Q | ~ In addition to the pictures, sir, did you

pergonally make 8 count of traffic using the ramp

to the Conshohocken‘staﬁion of the Reading'Company? 

A Yes. | | | |
MH.’MAZOR: ﬁow, I would like

to have an exhnibit marked for identification, if

(A document entitled, "Traffic

Count, at Bridgs No. 13/48, Norristown Branch", was

marked Reading Company Exhibit No. 2 for identificatibn.




A It‘was made under my direction.
- Q ‘Right, and on what date was this?
A On December 14, 1972.
Q That was last Thursday; right?
A Yes.
‘ Q And it was taken during what we would congider

' the peak hours train-wise, is that correct?
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BY MR. MAZOR;
Q I ask you, you personally made this count, is

‘that correct?

A Peak-wise~-traffic-wise, yes, sir.
Q All right, fine;‘ So the count was taken betwe
seven and nine in the morning'and three'to five in
ﬁhe afternoon? |

A Three to 5:30.

Q2 All right‘ Now, according to‘your exhibit,
will you tell us what that'céﬁnt showed as to the
traffic using the ramp‘betwéen those hours?

A Between the hours of 7:00 to 8:00, there were
five cars that used the ramp that went to the station
and there wereilOB passenger cars, 15ftru¢ks and

two pedestrians that wenﬁ to other pléces‘other than

the station.

g
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Between eight and nine, there
were four cars that used the ramp to go to thé
station.

MR. GUMNIT: I would like to
interpose an Objection at this moment. I don't see

B
the relevancy. Whethﬁr it was one vehicle or g
thousand vehicles is unlmportant at the moment

We are here on a complaint to get the work dons

and to have the cost allocated in accordance with an |

order of 1937,

THE BEXAMINER: Is it the purpose

of this Exhibit and this testimony, Mr. Mazor, to

rebut‘the vehicular traffic that Mr. Davis testified

| to?

MR. MAZOR: It is not %o rebut
it. The burpose 1s an aid to the Commissidn in
allocating the cost of whatever repairs ﬁhe
Commission decides to be done at this time and also
in furtherance of the testimonijhich will be given
’éfter this abouﬁ future maintenanée, hTuh T thlnx,
since uhe Commission has continuing jurisdiction

over, is a proper subject.
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THE EXAMINER: Based on usage?
MR. MAZOR: I believe it was a

factor which the Commission should take into

considesration.

MR. GUMNIT: Mr. Examiner, I

believe that at this point it is pretty out of order

to ask the Commission to change its allocation. It

should be filed separately.

We are here on the complaint

and not on the allocating.

THE EXAMINER: I think the
objecﬁion is well founded. T will susﬁain it.

MR, GUMNIT: T assume we Stop |
with this exhibit and’it's not admitted?

THE EXAMINER: Yes.

| MR, MAZOR: I assume the next

question I was about to ask the witness of what
Reading Company's position is in réSpect to any futurs

MR, GUMNIT: I object to the
quesiion. Iﬁ has no bearing.

- THE EXAMINER: Are you going to

ask it or witadraw it? | ‘

MR, GUMNIT: I object,

~
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THE EXAMINER: I sustain the
objec¢tion. w
MR, MAZOR: Exception is noted?
THE EXAMINER: Yes, sir,
BY MR. MAZOR:
Q  What is Reading Company's position withyrefere
to paying‘the cost of any repairs the QommiSSion find
necessary and thOSé portions for which it now has
rSSponSibility‘of waintaining. |

MR, GUMNIT: I object to the

question.
MR, MAZOR: T think we can take

a position on this hearing.

THE EXAMINER: I think he

r ;can.' T will overruls the objection.

MR.GUMEIT: Will you note

‘my exception?

THE EXAMINER: You have an

~automatic exception.

CTHE WITNESS: With respect

to the two spans over our tracks and the ramps, we

- feel Reading Company should bear no expense, since it

in no way contributed to the deterioration.

Nce

V22
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‘ Cross

In any event, because Reading

- Company is in reorganization, any allocation of costs

against it would have to be approved by'Réading‘
Company's Trustees‘and the bankfupﬁcy court.
MR, MAZOR: Orbss examination°
CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. GUMNIT: |
Q In your testimony you have indicated‘that you |

do not believe that the repairs are immediately

reguired or needed and that there is no imminent

danger to the structure.

In your professional opinion,

 when do you,think these repairs Should be ‘made and

at what point do you think the structure is in
jeopardy?

& I know it's not in jeopardy as of today or

tomorrow or in the next year. It might be in 20

years--40 years or 100 years from today.

Q You don't think there is any betWGen now and

20 years from today?

A I said in 20 years--it may not be.
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Q ' So if no repairs were performed on this bridge
in the next 20 years, it will‘be safe for anybody |
that uses that vridge?
A As far as I am concerned, it is, yes.
| THE EXAMINER: There is a secohd
half of that question, I believe. |
o k When do you think the repairs
should be made? |
MR. GUMNIT: You do remetber
correcily, bub I'think'it follOws'fhat no repairs
should be made for at least 20 years. |
THE EXAMINER:; I don't think it
‘ neeeséarily'follows.’
BY MR. GUMNIT: v
'@ When do you think repairs should be made to
this bridge?
A Well, I am*not-~Well, I would say in aboutb
20 years.

In other words, I feel safe the
'bridge‘can‘hbld'up»the way‘it’is now for anotier
;périod of 20 years--it éould be 60 years,

| | See,'this bridge hes been in this

condition for the past=--at least 10 years or wmors--
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- Leb's have none of that.
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15 years 1 would say.

q If your professional estimaﬁe as to the nsed -

Serious damage, wiil Jou commit the Readlng Company

for ‘the repairs or the damage? B ‘
' MR. MAZOR: Objection.

THE EXAMINER: Sustained,

MR, GUMNIT- No further
guestions.

THE BEXAMINER . Mr., Phipps?
BY MR! PHIPPS: ‘

Q You testified that the Present rmhabllltaﬁed

ccndltlon of the brldge was caused by the excess
salthlng and the 1ncrease volume o

right?

ur-af‘fic, ig that

A Yes,

All of ﬁheSe repairs would be caused by tnat?

A" o Plu@ the Iact thau the scuppers Were stopped np-
wel

re blocked--whlch also causad the deterloxatlon

of theﬁe Pepairs are incorrect and the brldge quff‘ers




going to object.
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A “In fact; before this last paving repair job
that PennDot had made, the scuppers were COmpietely
paved over by patch Wka—~patcn paving. ,‘
Q@  On this traffic study that you did--

MR; MAZOR: I believe that has
been ruled out. | '

| MR . PHIPPS: Are you objecting

o my asking? | :

MR. MAZOR: To.

- THE EXAMINER: Mr. Gumnit is

MR, PHIPPS: I would submit that

 the Public Utility Commission has continuing

jurisdiction over the allocation of the cost.
The letter that came out of the
office stated that all matters pertinent here would

be heard today, and I think it is a matter that is

an issue here, and I think the testimony in that

regerd 1s relevant.
THE EXAMINSR: Mr. Phipps, now
you will ask your question and Mr. Gumnit will

object.




i b

M. Schifalacqua - Cross , 60

BY MR, PHIPPS:

Q@ On your survey, during certain peak traffic

hours a large amount of traffic was diverted down
this ramp, is that correct? o

MR. QUMNIT: I object to the
gusstion.

THE EXAMINER: For two reasons.
You didn't say it was diﬁerted as part of his answer

which was stricken, and I sustained your objection

gince I don't think it's a relevant portion.

MR. MAZOR: 1Is it that no testimo

will be hear on the apportionment of cost?

THE BXAMINER: No. No testimony |

will be heard on vehicularrtraffic gtudies becauss
that's not part and partial.

I permitbed Mr. Hazor to ask the

last question because I think it is involved, but as

~far as the study of wvehicular traffic and what it

does to this bridge or not, 1s not part of this
proceeding, Mr? Phipps, and that's the ruling I am

making now.

It applies to all counsel that ig|

going to ask questions along that line.

hy
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MR. PHIPPS: That's all I have.
MR. KANE: I have one guestion.
BY MR. KANE:
Q With respect to the curbing and sidewalks

on this bridge and on what we consider the approaches

to the bridge to be, what is the cau® because of their

condition?
A I would say salting definitely.
MR. KANE: That's all I have.

THE EXAMINER: Any other witnesse

Me, Mazor?

MR, GUMNIT: May i ask one other
guestion? | |
BY MR. GUMNIT:
Q You have indicated in your‘tesﬁimony under
direct examination~~uhder cross examination that you

believe the sols cause, if I heard you correctly,

- for deterioration was the salting.

MR, MAZOR: Objectiona Thet 's
not the testimony. | , |

THE EXAMINER: That's not the
testimony. | |

VR. GUMNIT: I said this is what
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I heard.

THE EXAMINER: You Wers wrong.

‘The record will reflect what his testimony is.

BY MR, GUMNIT:

Q | Would you please tell me what you said, sir?

A The salting of the road by whatever maintenanc

forces are responsible, the blocking up of the scuppsk

4

G

on the bridge by the same forces, the volume and clas
of traffic béing carried by the bridgé.

Q’ M. Schifalacqua, de‘often;have you éexaminsd
this bridge in the last ten §ears to determine if
and when scuppérs were boqght? !

A I would say Within the past ten years--oh,
at least a half dozen or a dozen times.

Q We will give you the benefit of the doubt
that you have eXamined them‘a dozen times. That's
better than an average of ones o year, and when you

examined these scuppers, was it in the rain or sSnow

or dry weather?

A Well, I am trying to remember. I think on

one or two occasions, it was in the rain. How many

times, I couldn't remember that, but T know it was
i 4 2




examined also during the rain.

. because of the force of the water?

have been puddles of water, yes.

A Well, for '.both reasons.
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Q When you examined it in the rain, did you see

the scuppers blocked and not carrying the water off?

A Some of the water was running right by the
scuppers.
Q Was it because the scuppers were blocked or

A I would say both contribubting factors, yes,
sir.
Q When you noted that the scuppers wére blocked,

did you do auything about it? Did you call it to
the attention of anyone?

A No, because 1t was blocked mostly by the pavin
of the roadway.

] Did’you sver see any accumulation of water
because the scuppers were blocked? | ‘

A Along the curbs, yes, at stops that might

Q Was it because of the scuppers being blocked

or for some other reason?

Q. ‘What is the other reason?

[412)
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A Maybe it might have been a low spot here or

there that might have caused some puddling.

Q Do you know which scuppers were involved?

A Ones at both ends of the bridge, span 1 and ‘
i .

10.

MR. GUMNIT: Fine. ©N¢ further
questions. | o

By the way, that's on'your part
- of the bridge, isn't it? |

THE WITNESS: Yes. ,

MR. GUMNIT: So that if the
‘scuppers were blocked on your.partkof the bridge--
“ o | THE EXAMINER: You wmade your
boint, Mr. Guumnit. |

| MR. GUMNIT: Thank you,b

THE EXAMINER: Any redirect?

B

MR. MAZOR: None at all.

%
=

EXAMINER: Mr. Phipps, do
'you have a witness?

MR. MAZOR; I move for admission
of the exhibits. |

THE BXAMINZER: They will bé mede |

T part of the record.
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THE EXAMINER: Mr. Phipps?

v b

TESTIMONY ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH OF CONSHOHOCKEN

JOSEPH BURNS, having been first

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. PHIPPS: '

Please state your name?

A Joseph Burns.

Q And Mr. Burns, where do you live?

A ‘ QT‘East 11th Avenue, Conshohooken.

Q Do you hold any offichal position in the
borough?

A I am presiﬁent of the Borough Oouhcilq

Q «:, How long have you held that office?

A T am sterting my term of 17 years as
counciliman.

Q Now, Mr. Burns, are you familiar with this

east ramp off the Matsonford Bridge?
A Very much.

Q And during your years as councilman, have

there been any problemS involving traffic on that
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bridge, parbicularly the area of the east ramp?

A - Yes, very many prdblems with the egress and

ingress trying to get in this ramp during the period

of heavy traffic which is frowm seven a.m. to six p.m.
I dare say that the count made |

by the PennDot officials of 32 thousand Vehicles,

I would say 90 percent of it is in that period of

geven a.m. to s8ix p.m., and it's quite a problem down

there, and we also know that it desn't take long for

truckers and others to use our highways today to try |

to find shorter cuts.
MR. GUMNIT: I would like to=--

PHE EXAMINER: Direct the

- witness to answer the quesbion specifically.

BY MR. PHIPPS:

Q  Have you attendéd meetings with PénnDat
concerning the condition of this bridge?

A Yes, |

Q . Have you heard any people of PeunDot expreés
an opinion that this bridge was imminently unsafe or
dangerous? |

A To.
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Q Have they indicated to you as an official

that the east ramp was unsafe or dangerous?

A Never until this incident,

Q And this came about when the Council asked

Pennsylvania Department to repair it?

A After many plans.
Q And they ask you to do this to the east ramp?
A Right. |

Q Prior to that btime, had the Department of

Transportation ever criticized the condition of the

east ramp?

A Never, not to my recollection, sir.
Q Where does this east ramp lead to, Mr. Burns?
A It leads to nowhere as far as I am concerped.

Tt leads down to the river.

0f course, at one time you had
a crossing before the bridge was pubt there. You had
a crossing down there for Forrest Strest.

The bridge was built and it
changed the typograph down there énd this ranp wag
put down there as a'feeder, I suppose, bto the Reading

Railroad, who in those days, had much, much more
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traffic than what it has today.

As far as serving the Borough
of GConshohocken, there was nothing down there in
that area otheb thén Reading Preight Station and
the canal and river. |

You had a strip bf,land
~appr0ximétely 60 feetkgoing from;thé‘fodt of the
ramp to the Plymouth Dam. There was nothing there
other than these freight stations and the paQSenger
station oh the other side of the canal,

Q Is this ramp then important to the Borough

~of gonshohocken?

A No, not in the least.
Q Does its importanOe‘justify the expenditure
of 30 or 40 thousand dollars?
MR. GUMNIT: I object to the
guestion. | | |
THE EXAMINER:  I will let him
answer but it's not going to make any differande.
| THE WITNESS: In my opinion,
certainly not. o

MR. PHIPPS3: C(ross sxamination.
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O

MR, GUMNIT:’ No questions.
MR. KANE: Just one, sir.
CROSS EXAMINATION‘

BY MR. KANE: |
Q Since the recent repaving or resurfaéing of
the bridge by the Department of Transportation, have
the number of complaints diminished appreciably?
A Yes,kyés, gfeatly;

MR, KANE: Thank you.

MR. GUMNIT: I would like to ask |
one gquestion.
‘BY MR. GUMNIT:
Q Thatveast ramp as it comes off the fiver,
for lack of a better description, services that valle
just above the bénk of the river.

| ’ That 's all‘property'within your

Eorough, isn't it?
A Yes, the foot of the river, west.
Q That is industrial and'commercialjstructures?
A There is a junk wyard there.
Q | That produces a certain amount of révenue

for the borough, doesn't it?
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A Yes.
Q | Do you darersay‘a conSidérable amduﬁt of
revenue?
A No, not a considerable amount.
MR. GUMNIT: That's all.
THE EXAMINER: Thank you, Mr.

- Burns.

(Witness excused.)

THE EXAMINER: Are there any
other pdblic witnesseé‘in the room that would like
I to say sowmebthing?

| MR. KANE: Before we have a public

witness, I would like to call Mr. Davis’to the sﬁand
for one or two additional q&estions a8 my witness,

I should have asked the questions
‘as cross examination but I will ask them as direct.

MILTON DAVIS, having been
previously sworn, was examined and testirfied as
follows: |

DIRECT EXAMINATION
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THE EXAMINER: You have been
previously sworn.

BY MR, KANE:

- Q Mr. Davis, in the Order of 19%7, the Commissio

| refers to two approaches in the Borough of West

Conshohocken connecting the highway to the bridge.

Now, I heard you testify as to

what you considered the approach., Where is the other

approach? , ,
'AA Would you read that back?

(The previous question was
read back by the Reporter as follovs:

"QUESTION: Mr. Davis, in the
Order of 1937, the Commiséion refers to two approache

in the Borough of West Conshohocken connecting ths

’ highway to the bridge.

Now, T heard you ﬁestify as to

what you considered the approach. Where is the

| other approach?")

A I would suppoSe that the Commission was
referring to the two streets leading to the bridge,

in other wordsg, Ford Street and Front Streetb.

Q What are you referring to now?

L¥53
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. main bridge, is that correct?

M. Davis - Direct 72

THE EXAMINER: VWhat is that you
are looking at? '

THE WITNESS: It's a plan that waj
in my folder and the plan is dated March 1, 1919,
and it is prior to the ccnstructién of the bridge.

MR. KANE: I would like to have
this marked as West Conshohocken Number Ohe.

THE EXAMINER: That's an
original . |

MR, GUMNIT: That way be our
only copys |
| THE EXAMINER: You need three
éopies but you can refer to it.

| MR, MAZOR: Tt is probably in the

record somewhere before.

THE WITNESS: It was designed by |
B.F. Davis, Consulting.
BY MR. KANE:

Q Now, on this document that we are refering

to now, they show at the top of the document elevation,

A That's correct, sir.

Q And the elevation, main bridge depicted on thi

(2]




| the elevations of bridges and toll part of the bridge

| @  would it have been in 1963 or '64? Were you
with the Department then?

A Yes, I was, but I do not know when it was.

M. Davis - Direct 73

document includes that area that you have called,
in cross examination by me earlier, the approach,

is that correct?

A Yes, sir. I still oail’it the a?proach.

Q - What is’it referred to in this document?

A It is referredkto in this document as the main
bridge. |

MR. KANE: That's all I have.
BY MR. GUMNIT:

Q ~ Mr. Davis, are approaches generally shown on

A No, it isn't, sir.
' MR, KANE: Off the record.
(Discussion off the record. )
MR. KANE: That's 511 I have.
THEEXAMINEH:‘ Any questions?
BY MR. PHIPPS: | |

I Q Mr. Davis, do you know when the cartway of this

bridge was increased to 36 feet?

A No, sir, I don't.
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. MR, PHIPPS: ghat's sll I have.
THE EXAMINER: Mr. Mazor?
MR, MAZOR: Nothing further.
MR. GUMNIT: I have nothing
fuﬁthef,
- | Mr. Davis, is there anything
ycu.Wiéh,tQ add to the testimony?
MR. KANE: I am going to object.
MRQVMAZOR: That wés previously
asked.
| PHY EXAMINER: Well, are you putthg
Mr,., Davis on &s rebuttal testimony?’ | |
| MR, GUMNIT: May ve have a three
minute recess.
THE EXAMINER: NO.
MR, TIDLMAN: I would like to askj
some witnesses some questions}' ’ ‘
THE EXAMINER: ynfortunately, WwWe
can't do that. |
| MR, TILLMAN: Can I identify
myself as being preseﬁt? |

PHE EXAMINER: You may.
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MR. TILLMAN: State Senator

" Richard A. Tillman, representing the 17th Senatorial

District in which all of this construction lyes.
THE BEXAMINER: I think that

-any questions you want to ask of any witness, you

~have counsel for the Department of Transportation.

He can ask any and all questions for you.
Do you want to take a recess now?

MR, TILLMAN: No.

| BY MR. PHIPPS:

Q Mr. Davis, did you consider either end of

. the bridge to be hazardous at the present time?

A Mot pfesently.
Q Imminently hazardous or in the near future?
A ~N6, Siﬁ,‘I don't consider it in the immediate |
iﬁture. |
Q Wbuld it be possible to have the two portions

vhich are allocated to the Borough of Conshohocken

and West Conshohocken funded under the new Hazardous

 Road Act?

I A I don't know, sir.
g Wbuld we have enough time to make an applicatib

without endangering the public safekhy? .
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A In the first place, sir, funds, or acquiring
- funds, oY what have you, should have nothlng to do
with delaying repair. That should be somcthlng
incidental and 1t cén be taken care of after tne
repair is made.

Q The money for those removals come Quﬁ of the

notor license funds, are you aware of that?

A No, 8iv, I aa not.

Q You are not famlllar with that statute?
A No, sir, I am not. |

Q" Is the total expendlture by the Highway

'Department in the Capital Budget for next year?

A No, sir, it is nov.

Q Waen do you intend o insert it in the Capital
Budgset? |

A e have lncluded in the Capital Budge presentl“

the amount,‘ow neay the amount that is included in
i the Department of Highways or Department of
Traﬁsportation of the repair. Je have that in the
1970~71 Capital Budget.

. q  Is that the figure that you mentioned of

$3594,000, approximately, and the enginesring fes?

! ©s that all that is in the Capital Budget?

Ao S, IV
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using tne wrong figures. The 594,000 in addition
‘to that for engineering contingencies is included,

Csir. Tt is not the total cost of the repair.

Yitness, he stated in his opinionfﬁhat~~and I am
,.paraphrasind it, and if I
,the ma jor cause of the deterioration of disrepair of

,bhe bridge was the salting pﬂoblem and 3cuppc1

M. Davig =~ Direct o 77

THE EXAMINER: OFf '?O-Tl?
MR. PHIPPS: Yes.
THE WITNESS: I think he is

MR. PHIPPS: Thank you, Mr. Davisi
BY MR. GUMNIT: | |
Q 'Mr. Davig, do ydu believe the sidewalks are‘iﬁ‘
& hazardous condition, either under the bridgé of

over the entire span?

A Yeg, 8ir, I dq, They are in & state of
disrepair. |

Q | Do they create a hazardous condition to the
pedestrians?

A Yes, sir, they do.

Q ‘Mr. Davis, with regard to the Reading Company's

am wrong, corract we, that

probléen.

MR. MAZOR: I will object. He
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didn't use the term Mpma jor™. He listed four causes,
sélting,1dfainage and ¢lass of traffic and volumse
of traffic.

BY MR. GUMNIT:

Q Do you have any comment with vegard to the
salting part of his testimony?

A . yes, sir. There are awnsiderable portlon
of the structure that salt never could have reached
| hat has to be repaimd.

Secondly, the Depactment-—lt is
suggested that the use of salt for snow removal
caused deterioration of the structure. There is
- nothing in the Department's past records of this

pridge indicating that the rallroad company‘suggested
ws of any particular de- icing agent that would
permlt gafe driving conditions other than salt.

For that matter, the railroad.
k haé offered nd,conolusion of proof that salt actually

causes deterioration.
| The Department did not gtart

using,ﬁit-until~l956. ,IfASalting did anything at

{J

a1l, tne only thing ig it acceleratsd deterioration

of en already dsteriorated structure.
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Qq Do you have any comment about the problen

of ths seuppsrs?
X The sScuppsers onfthe six spans for which t he
Department is responsible for maintaining'have never
peen blocked. | a1 |

The scuppers at the Readlng
7 ‘Gompany's portion, espeaiallj\Span 10, the scuppers
ape channsled. The water is channelsd in from the
scuppers to the’ground surface and it is in the
channel which is on the Reading Company's portion

of the structurs. That ig where any blocking,ﬂculd

peour.

BY MR. MAZOR:

Q Mp. Davis, in reference to the unsaf

of the curbs and sidevalks, how many pedestrians use

VR, GUMNIT: No further questions

e conditior

the bridge?

A 1 do not;know.

Q vou never took a count?
No, sir, I haven't.

MR . MAZOR: Thank you.

-

THE EXAMINER: Mr. Phipps?
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BY MR. PHIPES:

()

Q  Would it be possmble for PennDot to investigat
the pcssibility of funding for these Tepalxs by bOub
poroughs?

A | 1 would rather see Senator Llllm&ﬂ request

[}

in writing to the Seoreuary of Tr&USPOrtatlon for tha

particulal end of it, Jes sir.

Q Yyou say that the saltlng didn't cauﬁe the

deﬁefioration'but'it might have'accelefated it after

it began, do I anderstand you correCﬁly?
A That 's correct, Sirs 1% might have. There 1S

0o concliusive proof

Q T4 could have peen & contrlbutlng féctor?
‘A | ves, Sir. |

Q You,can’tudeny‘that.

A 1t could have besn & contributing factor

+o the accelerated deterioration, not the start of
- the deterioration.

- Q could the increase and welght of gwshicles

; which chsantiy use the brldge as opposed 1o the
f VWGlght of trucks that were in existonce when 4% would

have been==

MR, GUMNIT: I will object.
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TEE EXAMINER: vIt‘S‘releVant.,
THE WITNESS: 'Negative, sir.
The strunturé is capable of cérrying any 1o0ad that
crogses i%. ‘ |

BY MR, PHIPPS:

Q Would not ‘the neavier trucks cause more
stress?
A ~ Whatever gtress 1t is caused by, the structure

is move than adequate ©O Sustain_thaﬁ 1oad.
Q put it does not increase the need»bf
maintsnancse and repair? o
A No, sir, it does nob. |

| ¥R. PHIPES: I have ne £urther
questions. | |
BY MR. KANE: |
‘Q You we¥re asked by YOHZ‘GouﬁSGl,Wheth%? you
considered the sidewalks at eilther snd of The bridg
4o be hazardous and you said yes- ”
| ~ what do you mean by the end of
the pridge? “
A I'am'talking~about sidewalks throughoub the
gntirs structure Whefe'they ars in need'df fepair

o= are he.zardous.
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MR. KANE: That 's all.

opm BXAMINER: ADY other

questions?‘
(Witness sxcused.)

THE GXAMINER: Are you going

& to file priefs?
T would 1ike to.

MR « KANE:
MR, PHIPPS: Yes.
THE EXAMINER: Are you going

gument?,

to regquest oral ar
1 think SO.

MR. EANE: 1T don

MR s GUMNIT: - No.
MR PHIPPS: T don't think S0.

 ppE EXAMINER: 1 will close

- the record on this hearing.

(The hearing was concluded ab

11:50 olclock a.a. )
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