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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17120
	
IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE
Docket No. P-2021-3024799
M-2015-2507139
Utility Code: 110550
1   22300


June 10, 2021



Jennedy S. Johnson, Esq.
Assistant General Counsel 
2301 Market Street / S23-1 
Philadelphia, PA 19103
Jennedy.Johnson@exeloncorp.com 

	RE: 	Petition of PECO Energy Company for Expedited Approval to Establish a 
COVID-19 Emergency Grant Program for Low-Income Customers

Dear Ms. Johnson:

On March 23, 2021, the Public Utility Commission received PECO Energy Company’s (PECO) petition for expedited approval to establish a COVID-19 emergency grant program for low-income customers.  In order for the Commission to complete its analysis of the petition, the Law Bureau requires answers to the attached questions.  

Please be advised that you are directed to file and serve the requested information within 30 days from the date of this letter.  Failure to respond may result in the petition being denied.  If PECO decides to withdraw its petition, please file a petition for leave to withdraw, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 1.82.

Because the Commission’s physical offices are closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and pursuant to the July 27, 2020 secretarial letter modifying filing and service requirements at Docket No. M-2020-3019262, please eFile your answers to this data request.  Instructions for eFiling can be found at: https://www.puc.pa.gov/filing-resources/efiling/.  A list of document types allowed to be e-filed can be found at http://www.puc.pa.gov/efiling/DocTypes.aspx.  

Certain filings, such as filings containing confidential or proprietary material, cannot be eFiled.  If your responses contain confidential or proprietary material, you must either;

1. Submit by mail overnight delivery, certified and priority as well as first class; or
2. Email directly to Secretary Chiavetta at rchiavetta@pa.gov.

Your answers are to be verified per 52 Pa Code § 1.36.  Accordingly, you must provide the following statement with your responses:

I, ________________, hereby state that the facts above set forth are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief, and that I expect to be able to prove the same at a hearing held in this matter.  I understand that the statements herein are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S. § 4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to authorities).

The blank should be filled in with the name of the appropriate utility representative, and the signature of that representative should follow the statement.

In addition, please also e-mail the information to Tiffany Tran, Law Bureau, tiftran@pa.gov; Louise Fink Smith, Law Bureau, finksmith@pa.gov; and Joseph Magee, Bureau of Consumer Services, jmagee@pa.gov. If you have any questions, please contact Tiffany Tran, Law Bureau, at tiftran@pa.gov or (717) 783-5413; or Louise Fink Smith, Law Bureau, at finksmith@pa.gov or (717) 787-8866. 


[image: ]Sincerely,
	


Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

Enclosure 

cc:  Tiffany Tran, Law Bureau
       Louise Fink Smith, Law Bureau
       Joseph Magee, Bureau of Consumer Services
2

2

Docket Nos. P-2021-3024799 and M-2015-2507139
Utility Codes 110550 and 122300

Petition of PECO Energy Company for Expedited Approval to 
Establish a COVID-19 Emergency Grant Program for Low-Income Customers 
Data Requests

Note: To the extent that PECO tracks the requested data separately for PECO Electric and PECO Gas, responses should be provided separately for PECO Electric and PECO Gas

1. Provide data and source/validation methods for assertions regarding arrearages accrued by low-income customers that would be addressed by PECO’s proposal.  When providing this information, distinguish between income tiers 50% and below of the Federal Poverty Income Guidelines (FPIG), 51% - 100% of the FPIG, 101%-150% of the FPIG, and 151% and above of the FPIG.

2. Explain how the proposal to reallocate Low Income Usage Reduction Program (LIURP) funds for non-LIURP use under the Emergency Program aligns with targeting of LIURP funds, as addressed in, for example, the approved Joint Partial Settlement in PECO Electric’s rate case at Docket No. R‑2018‑3000164.

3. Explain why the unspent LIURP funds cannot be used for LIURP projects over the remaining LIURP year and subsequent years.  Further, explain why the unspent LIURP funding could not be used to offset and reduce LIURP collections from PECO ratepayers in 2021 and 2022, or beyond.

4. Identify or describe, providing the data by FPIG income levels in 50% increments: 

a. The extent to which reallocation of the unspent LIURP funds for arrearage forgiveness could offset PECO’s projected customer assistance program (CAP) costs and projected CAP budgets; 
b. The extent to which the proposal to use LIURP funds for arrearage forgiveness addresses pre-program arrearages and in-program arrears, respectively; and 
c. How the proposal to use LIURP funds for arrearage forgiveness applies to customers in CAP and customers not in CAP.

5. Describe the extent to which PECO recovers funding for its Matching Energy Assistance Fund (MEAF) hardship grants from ratepayers and explain PECO’s justification for using ratepayer funds for grants to customers under the Emergency Program. 

6. Describe how unemployment compensation would be factored into household income for purposes of determining eligibility for arrearage forgiveness and grants under the Emergency Program.

7. Describe how the Emergency Program would impact the proposed universal service budgets in PECO’s Amended Proposed 2019 Universal Service and Energy Conservation Program (USECP) currently under consideration at Docket No. M‑2018-3005795.

8. Describe the extent to which unspent LIURP funding to provide arrearage forgiveness or grants to PECO’s customers would encourage energy conservation and usage reduction.

9. Explain why the unspent LIURP funding could not be used for other universal service programming, such as CAP or MEAF.

10. Provide information about anticipated relief for PECO and its customers from federal funding stemming from COVID-19 legislation and regulation, such as such as Consolidated Appropriations Act (CAA) 2020,[footnoteRef:1] and American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 2021,[footnoteRef:2] or from state sources.  These answers should identify the breakdown of allocations between LIEAP and non-LIHEAP funding, include dates of receipt/anticipated receipt, and cites to authority for the funding.  PECO is directed to identify such allocations, as follows, broken down by utility and by FPIG income tier in 50% increments: [1:   Public Law 116-94, 133 Stat 2534.]  [2:   Public Law 117-2, 135 Stat.123.] 


· Allocations already received by PECO
· Allocations already received by PECO’s customers
· Allocations anticipated to be received by PECO
· Allocations anticipated to be received by PECO’s customers
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