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 Deanne M. O’Dell 
717.255.3744 
dodell@eckertseamans.com 

June 16, 2021 
 
 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary 
PA Public Utility Commission 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 
 
Re: Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 2021 Rate Filing;  

Docket Nos. R-2021-3024773 (water), R-2021-3024774 (wastewater);  
R-2021-3024779 (stormwater)        

 
Dear Secretary Chiavetta: 
 
On behalf of the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (“PWSA”) attached please find its Revised 
Responses to Question Numbers 4 and 7 of the April 30, 2021 Questions from Commissioner 
Ralph V. Yanora.  PWSA’s initial responses were filed on May 17, 2021.  PWSA also served 
Supplemental Direct Testimony on June 14, 2021 which addressed these questions for the benefit of 
developing the record in this proceeding. 
 
Please note that the discovery responses are available at ESCM Share File site.  To receive access, 
please contact Deanne O’Dell (dodell@eckertseamans.com) or 717-255-3744 and provide the name and 
email address of the person seeking access. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Deanne M. O’Dell 
 
DMO/lww 
 
cc: Cert. of Service w/enc. 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

  

 I hereby certify that this day I served a copy of PWSA’s Revised Responses to 
Commissioner Yanora’s Interrogatories Set I upon the persons listed below in the manner 

indicated in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code Section 1.54. 
Via Email Only 
 
Christine Maloni Hoover, Esq. 
Erin L. Gannon, Esq. 
Lauren E. Guerra, Esq. 
Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut St., 5th Fl., Forum Place 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
choover@paoca.org  
egannon@paoca.org 
lguerra@paoca.org  
 
Gina L. Miller, Esq. 
Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement 
Commonwealth Keystone Building  
400 North St., 2nd Floor West 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
ginmiller@pa.gov  
 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq. 
John W. Sweet, Esq. 
Ria M. Pereira, Esq. 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq. 
John W. Sweet, Esq. 
Lauren N. Berman, Esq. 
The Pennsylvania Utility Law Project 
118 Locust St. 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
pulp@palegalaid.net  
 
Jared Thompson, Esq. 
Peter DeMarco, Esq. 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
1152 15th St., NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20005 
Jared.thompson@nrdc.org 
pdemarco@nrdc.org 
 
 
 
 
June 16, 2021 
 
 

 
 
Erin K. Fure, Esq. 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
Forum Place Building 
555 Walnut Street, 1st Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
efure@pa.gov  
 
Brian Kalcic 
Excel Consulting 
225 S. Meramec Ave., Suite 720T 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
Excel.consulting@sbcglobal.net  
 
Thomas J. Sniscak, Esq. 
Kevin J. McKeon, Esq. 
Whitney E. Snyder, Esq. 
Hawke McKeon & Sniscak, LLP  
100 North Tenth Street  
Harrisburg, PA  17101  
kjmckeon@hmslegal.com 
tjsniscak@hmslegal.com 
wesnyder@hmslegal.com 
 
Yvonne S. Hilton,  
John F. Doherty,  
Lawrence H. Baumiller,  
City of Pittsburgh Department of Law  
City-County Building, Suite 313  
414 Grant Street  
Pittsburgh, PA  15219  
yvonne.hilton@pittsburghpa.gov   
john.doherty@pittsburghpa.gov   
lawrence.baumiller@pittsburghpa.gov  
 
 

 
       
Deanne M. O’Dell, Esq.  



Response of the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (“PWSA”) 
to the April 30, 2021 Questions from Commissioner Ralph V. Yanora in 

Docket Nos. R-2021-3024773 (water); R-2021-3024774 (wastewater) 
and R-2021-3024779 (stormwater) 

Revised Response 
 

100433333.1 

Request: Commissioner Yanora -I-4 The number of valves exercised in calendar year 2020 
and the frequency of valve maintenance. 

 
Revised Response:  PWSA plans to dedicate two valve crews to focus on inspecting and 

exercising valves. These inspections, along with the daily activity of exercising 
valves for leaks and other scheduled activities, will allow PWSA to inspect 1/5 of 
our system each year.  Since Jan 1, 2021 PWSA has exercised 2,620 valves; our plan 
moving forward is to inspect and exercise 1/5 or approx. 5200 valves each year.  In 
2020, PWSA inspected 2,187 valves. 

 
 
 
Response Provided by: Barry King, PE, Director of Engineering  
 William McFaddin, Director Of Operations 
 The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
  
Dated: June 16, 2021 

 
 
  



Response of the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (“PWSA”) 
to the April 30, 2021 Questions from Commissioner Ralph V. Yanora in 

Docket Nos. R-2021-3024773 (water); R-2021-3024774 (wastewater) 
and R-2021-3024779 (stormwater) 

Revised Response 
 

100433333.1 

 
Request: Commissioner Yanora -I-7 Whether PWSA has surveyed the number of fire 

hydrants that do not provide a minimum flow of 500 
pgm at 20 psig. 

 
Response:  The 2020 Water Distribution Master Plan used the PWSA hydraulic model to assess 

areas of low fire flow.  The distribution system mainly identified areas where a 
minimum flow of 1,500 gpm at 20 psig could not be met.  The report concluded that 
increasing minimum pipe size to 8-inch would greatly improve fire flow in most 
areas.  PWSA is currently rerunning the hydraulic model to identify specific hydrants 
that do not provide a minimum flow of 500 gpm at 20 psig and determined that 
374 hydrants do not provide this level of flow.  

 
Response Provided by: Barry King, PE, Director of Engineering  
 Sarah Bolenbaugh, PE, Senior Group Manager, Water Programs 
 The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
  
Dated: June 16, 2021 

 
 



VERIFICATION 

I, Barry King hereby state that I am Director of Engineering and Construction of The 

Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority. I hereby verify that the facts set forth in the attached 

discovery responses which I am sponsoring are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 

information and belief. I understand that the statements herein are made subject to the penalties 

of 18 Pa.C .S. § 4904 (relating to unswom falsification to authorities). 

Dated 

{L0845963.I} 

� 
Barry King, Director of Engineering and Construction 
The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 

June 16, 2021




