BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Andrea Leiba	:
		:
	v.	:	C-2020-3017429
		:
Philadelphia Gas Works	:



ORDER

On January 31, 2020, Andrea Leiba (Complainant) filed a formal Complaint (Complaint) against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or Respondent) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  

By Hearing Notice dated June 2, 2020, a telephonic hearing was scheduled for Friday, July 10, 2020., and the matter was assigned to me.  

The hearing convened as scheduled on July 10, 2020.  Ms. Leiba appeared pro se and testified on behalf of the Complaint.  During cross-examination, Ms. Leiba revealed that she had filed a Chapter 7 bankruptcy petition in federal court.  Counsel for PGW, Laureto Farinas, Esq., confirmed that Respondent had been notified of Ms. Leiba’s bankruptcy filing.  

On July 10, 2020, I issued an Order staying the matter at Docket No. C-2020-3017429 pending resolution of the Complainant’s bankruptcy petition.  In addition, the Order instructed the Complainant and Respondent “to file a status report with the Commission at this Docket, with a copy to me and the opposing party, within sixty (60) days of the date of this Stay Order, and every sixty (60) days thereafter, until the bankruptcy proceeding has concluded.” 

Over 11 months have passed since the July 10, 2020, Order and neither the Complainant nor the Respondent have file a status report with the Commission.  Ms. Leiba’s Complaint against PGW cannot remain unresolved indefinitely without continuous and regular status reports on the progress of her bankruptcy proceeding.  Consequently, Ms. Leiba and PGW are ordered to submit the first status report by no later than July 10, 2021, and continue to do so every 60 days thereafter.

The parties are reminded that failure to comply with a presiding officer's order directing an action to be taken can warrant the dismissal of a formal complaint.  Snyderville Community Development Corp. v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-20055032, (Opinion and Order entered July 31, 2006) at 10.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	An ALJ's Orders must be complied with, and such a lack of compliance presents a sufficient basis to dismiss the Complaint without a hearing."  Treffinger v. PPL Electric Utilities Corp.,C-2027978, 2003 Pa. PUC LEXIS 3 (March 3, 2003), see also, Application of Black Diamond Cab Co., Docket No. A-00122566 (Order entered December 1, 1966).] 


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Andrea Leiba and Philadelphia Gas Works shall file status reports with the Commission at this docket, with a copy to the presiding officer and the opposing party. 

2. That Andrea Leiba and Philadelphia Gas Works shall file the first status report by no later than July 10, 2021 and continue to do so every 60 days thereafter.


Date:	  June 22, 2021		/s/				
		Eranda Vero 
		Administrative, Law Judge
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