BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 



PROVENTUS HOLDINGS, LLC		:		(Consolidated)
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3022592
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023420
			Complainant		:		Docket No. C-2020-3023421
		v.				:		Docket No. C-2020-3023422
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023423
THE PITTSBURGH WATER AND SEWER	:		Docket No. C-2020-3023424
AUTHORITY,				:		Docket No. C-2020-3023425
			Respondent		:		Docket No. C-2020-3023426
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023427
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023429
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023430
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023431
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023433
  			:		Docket No. C-2020-3023434
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023435
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023438
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023439
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023440
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023442
			:		Docket No. C-2020-3023443
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023444
						:		Docket No. C-2020-3023445



ORDER
The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
Preliminary Objections to Amended Complaints


The Formal Complaint filed at Docket Number C-2020-3022592 on October 13, 2020 pertains to a property owned by Proventus Holdings, LLC.  Each of the other Complaints pertains to a rental property that is managed or owned by the Complainant.  Each complaint alleges that there were incorrect charges on the bills issued by PWSA.  PWSA provides water and wastewater service to each of the properties referenced in the Complaints.

On October 27, 2020, PWSA was served with the Formal Complaint of Proventus Holdings, LLC (“Complainant”) at Docket No. C-2020-3022592.  On December 24, 2020, PWSA was served with twenty-one (21) additional Formal Complaints filed by the Complainant at Docket Nos. C-2020-3023420, C-2020-3023421, C-2020-3023422, C-2020-3023423, C-2020-3023424, C-2020-3023425, C2020-3023426, C-2020-3023427, C-2020-3023429, C-2020-3023430, C-2020-3023431, C-2020- 3023433, C-2020-3023434, C-2020-3023435, C-2020-3023438, C-2020-3023439, C-2020- 3023440, C-2020-3023442, C-2020-3023443, C-2020-3023444 and C-2020-3023445.  

This matter was transferred to the undersigned on April 26, 2021, for consideration of the Motion to Consolidate filed by The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority and the Preliminary Objection filed by The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority seeking to dismiss the Complaints. The Preliminary Objection referenced 52 Pa. Code § 5.101(a)(3), Insufficient specificity of a pleading, and contended that the complaints provided insufficient information regarding the billings in question, including the time-period at issue.    

On May 5, 2021, an Order was issued that granted the unopposed Motion to Consolidate.  Also in that Order, the Preliminary Objection filed by PWSA seeking to dismiss the Complaints was sustained.  However, the Complainant was allowed 20 days to file amendments.  If an amended Complaint was not filed, the Complaints would be dismissed.   

The Complainant filed an Amended Complaint, specifying that the period of billing in question is August 1, 2019 through August 31, 2020. PWSA has filed Preliminary Objections, asserting that the amendment failed to provide sufficient details about the specific billing period for each service address, again referencing 52 Pa. Code § 5.101(a)(3), Insufficient specificity of a pleading.  The Complainant filed an Answer to the Preliminary Objection to the Amended Complaint, averring that the amendment identifies a specific period of billing in question and, therefore, the Preliminary Objections to the Amended Complaints should be denied.

As the Complainant notes, and as stated in the May 5, 2021 Order, PWSA alone possesses much of the information regarding charges and billing.  The Complainant has provided a specific time frame in which it alleges that the PWSA billing are questionable.  Given that PWSA possesses more information about the appurtenances, facilities and accounts at issue than the Complainant, as well as that the tools of discovery are available to all parties, the amendment is sufficient. 

The Preliminary Objections to the Amended Complaints are overruled. 

ORDER


THEREFORE
		
IT IS ORDERED:

1. That The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority Preliminary Objections to the Amended Complaints are overruled. 

2. That this matter will proceed to hearing as scheduled on 
September 8, 2021.

3. That within 20 days of this Order, the parties will advise the undersigned whether this matter will require more than one day of hearing and the number of days required.  


Date:	June 25, 2021							/s/			
							Darlene Heep
							Administrative Law Judge
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