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:

ORDER

This Order is issued pursuant to the authority granted to presiding officers under the regulations of the Commission at 52 Pa. Code §5.483.  The undersigned has been designated as the presiding officer in this matter.  

On March 12, 2020, four days before the Commission’s offices closed as a result of the Covid-19 Pandemic, the Commission issued and Order at these dockets ordering that the  Citizens Telephone Company of Kecksburg’s 2020 PSI/SPI Report filed on February 3, 2020, is accepted as being procedurally consistent with its Commission-approved Amended Chapter 30 Plan.  The Commission further ordered that the cases be assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) for adjudication of the Formal Complaint of the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA), the issuance of a corresponding recommended decision, and for the consideration of any potential rate effects and accounting adjustments that may be or are subject to appropriate rate refunds.
An initial, telephonic prehearing conference in this matter has been scheduled for July 13, 2021.
I note, however, that in a similar proceeding, the OCA (and the Office of Small Business Advocate) entered into a settlement with the United Telephone Company of Pennsylvania, d/b/a CenturyLink (CenturyLink) of OCA complaints against CenturyLink’s 2018 and 2019 Price Stability Mechanism (PSM) filings (Docket Nos. R-2018-3004019, R-2019-3012239, et al.). That Joint Petition for Approval for Settlement Agreement of the contested CenturyLink PSM filings was submitted to the OALJ and Commission in January 2020.  Chief Deputy ALJ Joel H. Cheskis and ALJ Benjamin J. Myers issued a Recommended Decision on June 1, 2020 recommending rejection of the settlement (CenturyLink R.D.). The CenturyLink Settlement, R.D., and exceptions are pending before the Commission.  
On June 8, 2021, I issued an Order asking the parties whether they wished to proceed to a prehearing conference in this case or to suspend the litigation of this case pending Commission action potentially dispositive of some issues.


On July 1-2, 2021, the parties in this case advised me by email that they wish to request suspension of this matter pending Commission consideration of a proposed settlement, Recommended Decision, and exceptions in the matter of certain contested CenturyLink’s Chapter 30 Plan price stability filings.   The request is, in essence, a Motion for continuance of the prehearing conference and suspension of the procedural schedule.  The Motion is granted.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That the Motion of the parties in this matter to continue the prehearing conference scheduled for July 13, 2021, and to suspend litigation is granted.

2.
That the parties need not file prehearing memoranda at this time.

3.
That going forward, any party may request the rescheduling of a prehearing conference. 

Date:
July 6, 2021




______/s/________________________



Dennis J. Buckley
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