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ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR FURTHER CONTINUANCE
This Order is issued pursuant to the authority granted to presiding officers by the regulations of the Commission at 52 Pa. Code § 5.483.

On December 13, 2019, 600 Scranton LLC (600 Scranton or Complainant) filed a Complaint against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL or Respondent) alleging, in part, that PPL had misbilled Complainant and failed to provide a Notice of Termination of Service as required by Commission regulations.  Issues with respect to whether Complainant is being billed at the proper, tariffed rate have also been raised as well as metering issues.  
On January 2, 2020, PPL filed an Answer to the Complaint denying the allegations therein.  An evidentiary hearing in this case has been scheduled for July 22, 2021.

On July 8, 2021, 600 Scranton filed a Motion for Continuance on the basis that its Motion to Compel filed on May 26, 2021 (renewed July 14, 2021, though not yet present in the filings maintained by the Secretary of the Commission) remains outstanding.  I have searched in vain for an Answer to the Motion to Compel filed May 26, 2021, and have not found it in either the filing system maintained by the Secretary of the Commission nor in my emails.  I do not say that an Answer was not filed.
On July 13, 2021, PPL filed an Answer to the Motion for Continuance opposing the Motion.  In its Answer, PPL correctly discounts any argument for a continuance that relies on the consolidation of this case with the separate case of 600 Scranton LLC v. Pennsylvania American Water Company, Docket No. C-2021-3024207.  600 Scranton’s Motion to Consolidate these cases has been denied by a separate Order issued today.

PPL goes on to provide a chronology of dealings between the parties during discovery, but what this chronology establishes is that there remain outstanding discovery issues.

This Order is not dispositive of 600 Scranton’s Motions to Compel, but it is clear that this case is not ready to be heard until those discovery issues are resolved.  To facilitate this, the evidentiary hearing scheduled for July 22, 2021, will be converted to a further telephonic prehearing conference to hear oral argument with respect to outstanding discovery issues.
The Commission’s Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure at 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b) state that, “Only for good cause shown will requests for continuance be considered.”   Good cause has been shown, and the Motion for Continuance of the evidentiary hearing is granted consistent with the terms of this Order.

ORDER
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That the Motion for Continuance of the evidentiary hearing scheduled for July 22, 2021, filed by 600 Scranton LLC is granted, but the hearing will be converted to a further telephonic prehearing conference to hear oral argument with respect to outstanding discovery issues.
Date:
July 15, 2021




____/s/____________________







Dennis J. Buckley








Administrative Law Judge
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