BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Lawrence Kingsley



: 







: 


v.




:


C-2020-3019763 







: 

PPL Electric Utilities Corporation

:
fillin "Complainant's name" \d ""
ORDER 


This Order is issued pursuant to the authority conveyed to presiding officers under the Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 5.483.



On July 20, 2021, a telephonic evidentiary hearing was held in this case.  The hearing addressed one of two issues in this matter; that is, whether PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL or Company) violated the provisions of Section 1501 of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code in connection with vegetation management on the premises of Lawrence Kingsley (Complainant).  Complainant appeared at the hearing and provided testimony and exhibits that were received into the record.  Kimberly Krupka, Esquire, appeared on behalf of PPL and presented the testimony of a PPL employee, Tyler Marino, and offered exhibits that were received into evidence.  While closing arguments remain to be heard, the evidentiary presentation with respect to that issue has concluded, and Mr. Marino is excused.


There is however, a second issue to consider in this case; that is, whether Complainant was misbilled for charges related to service formerly in the name of Linda Schoener, deceased, as set forth at his Amended Complaint at Paragraphs 31-34.  PPL has denied misbilling Complainant.



The misbilling allegation was not raised until Complainant filed his Amended Complaint, but he did raise it therein, it was communicated to PPL, and PPL filed an Answer to the allegation.  The issue is properly before the court in the context of this proceeding.  At hearing, however, it became clear that neither party was fully prepared to address this issue.  This is a fact, not a criticism.  The allegation was raised late in these proceedings.


The parties are now afforded an opportunity to prepare their evidentiary presentation with respect to the remaining issue.  For that reason, I bifurcated the evidentiary hearing in this matter and adjourned the evidentiary hearing subject to later rescheduling.



The parties may proceed to discovery on this issue as allowed by the Commission’s procedural regulations at 52 Pa. Code 5.321 et seq.  These regulations are available online:

http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/052/chapter5/subchapDtoc.html&d=reduce


Complainant is cautioned to abide by the Commission’s discovery regulations, which have the force and effect of law, as well as the Orders already issued in this matter, particularly those relative to efiling.  Further, the scope of the remaining issue is narrow.  The issue is strictly limited to alleged misbilling.  If Complainant misuses the discovery process, contrary to this Order, to engage in a renewal of his invective against the Company or its agents and employees, or to attempt to broaden the scope of this proceeding beyond that issue, or to renew discovery on the quality of service issue already heard in this matter, then discovery will end and the case will be re-listed for an expedited hearing.  52 Pa. Code § 5.483(a)


THERFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That the parties are afforded until August 31, 2021, to conduct discovery relative to the misbilling allegation set forth in the Amended Complaint.


2.
That discovery is strictly limited to the misbilling allegation.



3.
That any misuse of the discovery process outside of the scope of this Order will result in the termination of discovery and the re-listing of this matter for an expedited hearing.

Date:
July 21, 2021
______/s/________________________



Dennis J. Buckley
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