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TATE EXHIBIT NO. 1

:*

Current location of gas service line . ..proposed outside meter jpcatidn
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TATE EXHIBIT NO: 3

30 North Queen Street, York City
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TATE EXHIBIT NO. 4

55 North Queen Street, York City

IL.-^
'r

I ®s
; i 
t i

>)• 'M

L_-



TATE EXHIBIT NO. 4 (page 2)

55 North Queen Street/York City !
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TATE EXHIBIT NO. 5

49 North Queen Street, York City
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TATE EXHIBIT NO. 6

47 North Queen Street, York City
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TATE EXHIBIT NO. 7

13 East Market Street, York City
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TATE EXHIBIT NO. 8
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TATE EXHIBIT NO. 8
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TATE EXHIBIT NO. 10

Subject; unsightly gas meter installation

Joan Burgasser

Hello All
I

I

I will continue to spread the word along to residents in Olde Towne East about the 

meters.

As'you may have seen, the gas company has already installed these large 
unsightly meters on the sidewalks'directly in front of the.buildings in some of bur 
historic neighborhoods, degrading ourarchitectural heritage.

The matter of sidewalk gas meter installation in Newton Square dnd'Salem 
Square came up at last week's ANA meeting. Then at bur OTE/YWCA Elm Street ' 
Design Committee meeting on Friday Richard Miller was asked to investigate this 
for the OTE area, see his information below that meters can be placed in our 
basements, (thank you Richard)

Unfortunately, if city officials do not stop this they will probably continue to-put 
the meters where it's easiest for them in'areas where our neighborhoods do not 
complain. After attending Roger Brooks presentation last week and hearing the 
"importance of first visual impressions" for the city, it's another example of why 
York looks so trashy.

The Neighborhood Associations need to keep watch and speak with the 
company if they continue to put them on the sidewalks.

Have a wonderful day, 
Richard L Miller

As some of you may be aware, Miller Pipeline Corporation has .been trenching.albng 
East Princess Street between Queen and Broad for quite awhile now. In conjunction with 

Miller Pipeline Corp, Columbia Gas will be installing new meters along East Princess 
Street in the coming weeks. There have, been some reservations from residents in Olde 
Towne East about the installation of the new meters. There have been conflicting talks 
that the meters would be placed In the front of the properties along the 200 and 300 

blocks of East Princess Street.

From: "Richard Miller" <miller@ywcaofyork.org> 
Date: Mon, 17 Aug 2009 13:45:34-0400 
Subject: Miller Pipeline Corporation

Elm Street Manager 
YWCA of York
320 East Market Street 
York, Pa 17403

It is in the interest of the Community Renaissance Project/Elm Street Program that all 
precautions are made to maintain the architectural Integrity of the homes throughout 
Olde Towne East. I spoke with a representative of Miller Pipeline Corporation, who 
assured me that installation of the meters would be inside the homes. The exception 
being the homes built by Dorgan and Zuck where the meters will be on the side of their 

homes.



TATE EXHIBIT NO. 10

Let me know what you think and thanks for the infol

Please provide me with some dates and times If you would like me Io set up a meeting. 

Thank you

You'll notice that the work we arc currently performing on East Princess 
Street between Queen Street and Edgar Street has us leaving the gas meters 
inside the homes as you would fully expect in this established HARB
districf and has been the plan from the beginning of the project.

Jim Gross
August 18,2009

I'd be happy to facilitate a meeting. I'm including on email from Greg Radabaugh al 
Columbia Gas, who is my principal contact. As I stated 1 believe they arc attempting to . 
be cooperative.

Columbia Gas fully supports York City and the efforts by the HARB 
supporters to further beautify and save the historical integrity of the 
homes, businesses, and other structures located within these specified 
areas. Hopefully some additional communication on our part to those 
concerned will leave them fully convinced that our Infrastructure 
replacement goals in no way conflict with their goals. In fact, there may 
even be opportunity for us to help support th«r efforts with our 
restoration practices as we gradually replace our aging infrastructure In 

many of these areas.

Would you like for me to speak with Richard Miller or Joan Burgasser 
individually as a next step? We could also have our Communications 
Manager. Bethany Burfyk, address I his group at one of their upcoming 
meetings. We’ll gladly share our short-term and long-term plans for our 
pipeline replacement initiative within York City that will Impact gas meter 
locations in some of these neighborhoods noted below. I'll wait for your 
direction to proceed with further conversation with Mr. Miller/Joan
Burgasser pending any input you may have regarding our plans.

Greg Radabaugh
Construction Management Leader
Columbia Gas of PA/MD
Pittsburgh Office 724-416-6342
York Office 717-849-0105 
Cell Phone 717-891-2417 

Jim, ’

We fully understand and support their concerns.- There is, generally 
speaking, no plans for us to install our gas meters outside of the 
homes/businesses in fhe established HARB areas of York. Columbia Gas 
actually has a HARB map hanging in our local Construction Leader’s Hartley 
Street office Indicating where the physical boundaries of the HARB district 
are located. We've also boon communicating with numerous residents In the 
300 Block of West Princess Street and thought we were in good shape with, 
what we had completed thus far. Apparently there'are still more concerns 
that we aren't aware of.



TATE EXHIBIT NO. 10

Joan Burgasser
A. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~.

> To: 

Thank you for your offer to.give us the conlacl person and.phone # for 
Columbia Gas and I would qpprepiate receiving it.

»> Joan Burgasser <ioaninvork@comcosl,net> 08/17/09 05:19PM >» 
Jim,

> From: “Jim Gross" <JGrosS@yorkcHv.oiq>
> Date: Mon. 17 Aug 2009 16:17:16-0400

' ■>
> Subject: Re: unsightly gas.meter ihstallatidh

>
> Thanks for your email Joan, unfortunately "city officials" do not have control

> over Columbia Gas. They are regulated by the Pennsylvania Public Utility
> Commission. W® have been working with them .on their gas main replacement
> projects and they, have been cooperative. I know’they.have met wifh resident

> in the Salem Square area'to address some of theircpncerns. I'm sure they
> Would be willing to meet with Richard or. other representatives for the east
> end. If you need contact information for CG employees we can provide it. Thank

> you.
>
»» Joan Burgasser <iqdninvork@corncasTnel>;08/.l 7/09 04:08PM »>

However, it would be more productive and send a stronger message for the 
city to b© pro-active in protecting our historic city from the' detrimental 

visual impact of these eyesores by meeting with Columbia' Gas .end the: 
installers to represent the city aiidJI's neighborhoods.as a whole.



TATE EXHIBIT NO. 11

Cblumb'fa Qas*

Aygust 23,2019

If you have any questions or concerns please contact,

John Boldizar
717-858-8355
Construction Specialist

Bryan Lauchman
717-893-6391
Construction Specialist

of Pennsylvania
A NiSourct C&rip&ny

Our records indicate you are the owner of a property located within the 
Historical District of York. This property is within the scope of an infrastructure 
project planned by Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania. Please see the enclosed letter 
that provides details of project work that may affect your property. A copy of the 
letter was also delivered to the occupants of 52 Pine St York, PA.
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11TATE EXHIBIT NO

Please bs assured W'Colunibia Gas will fully restore any landscaping or disruptions to

•E

.'|W

SI®

contact the PUC's Bureau of.Consumor Services at 1-800-692-7380.

We appreciate your patience and cooperation while.this important project is completed.

;7 - ' '

property that occur as a result of the work as soon as weather permits. We are committed to 
minimizing the Inconvenience to you and your nelghborhood and encourage you to contact us 

using the contact Information detailed below, with any questions or concerns. You may also ’

..V

John Boldlzar 
Construction Speciolist 
Construction Sorvices -

J

WlllISHf
; iOOMwassW- 
s;aKW? SB, , 
illSHBIKt:

Wt

r,

Cohuikr: (71?)i85G’p355

• Jb.oWlzar@nfsdurce..cpnV;

WOte#: •J>-vV-

': 729 Loucks Miil Road- 
. YqfkfPA 17403 ;

o

Btructuro

(blumbm Gas- ' 
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TATE EXHIBIT NO. 12

Columbia Gas Meter Relocation Reconsideration Form

Email:-

C._ (>
Vs

ST)

City:

Slate:

ZIP Code:

n Email

Evening Phone:

kfYes n No

V?'- v.

I request an exception to the Columbia Gas Meter Relocation Policy. Check the reason below 
. (you may select more than one):

y0/ <

1740

Please email form to: Russell. Bodoll, Columbla'Gas Communications Manage' 
rbedell@nlsoufce.com

Your Reconsloeratlon Request

I hsjye’received a letter from Columbia Gas regarding a meter relocation

Your Contact Information.

Full Name:

vi.rt'

(/Daytime Phone

I live in a designated historic district

I live in an area where I have-a concern that an outside meter Is-at a high risk of being 
subject to tempering or. vandalism

Other (Please explain)

Comments:
Uv.

. po/"ck X.I- W

Columbra Gas Account S (if known): 

Company Nanw.(if applicable):

Street address of property served by Columbia Gas:

Preferred Contact Method:

er1=vening Phone

Daytime Phone: ? ( (* • s0 M £■

-m 7. s ■ '■-i



TATE EXHIBIT NO. 13

A MSount Compthy

Dear Customer, December 10,2019

By this letter, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania Is hereby notifying you of our Intent to 
complete this project on December 18th 2019. At that time the existing gas service to 52 S. 
Pine St. York PA, will be without gas as the existing main line will go dead.. We will not: be able 
to re-establish service to the property unless we have access to the piping Inside the building.

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania has personally;met with you several times to discuss 
your meter placement. Arrangements need to be made to'allow Columbia Gas of 
Pennsylvania access to the property to complete the necessary service line and meter 
upgrades.

Please contact the onsite coordinator Frank Pujols (717-472-0145) to schedule the 
required work. If we do not hear from you by Dec. 16th, you will need to contact Columbia Gas 
and apply for gas. You will be able to reach them at 1-888-460-4332., Thank you In advance, 
for your co-6peratldn in this matter.

John A. Boldlzar 
Construction Specialist 
Columbia Gas of Pa. 

717-858-8355

l am writing in regards to your property at 52 S. Pine St. York, Pa. Columbia Gas of 
Pennsylvania began upgrading the gas lines'on your street several weeks ago; The system 
upgrade project consists of replacing our main lines as well as any necessary service 
connections. The successful completion of this project requires us to replace the service line 
and move the meter out that currently serves your property.

CblumbYa Gas* , 
of Pennsylvania



TATE EXHIBIT NO; 14

On Dec 12,2019, at 3:51 PM, rbedel!@nisoui‘ce.coni wrote:

Mr. Tate,

1

From: 

Sent: 

To: 
Subject:

Communications Manager 
<mime-attachment.gif>

Sincerely, 
Russell. Bedell

Tate, Bryan K.
Friday, December 13, 2019 1:06 P'M

Tate, Bryan ,K.
FW: 52 S. Pine Street - Meter Move-Out

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania & Maryland 
P: 717-849.0129
C: 717-514-8034

If you do not agree with our findings, you may file an Informal complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission. 
To ensure preservation of your rights, an infoffnal.complaiht must be.filed within ten (10) days of this message. You may 
contact the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission at 1-800-692-7380 or in writing at P. O. Box 3265, Harrisburg, 
PA 17105-3265.

Confidentiality Notice: This email and any etlachmente ere confidential and are protected by the attorney-client and wort product legal privileges. 
Please do hot forward to others. If you are not the Intended recipient: Please do not disclose, copy, distribute or use this email or attachment for any purpose.
Please notify us by return small of this error and delete the email and any copies from your system. Thank you for your cooperation.

Thank you for filling out the meter relocation form for 52 S. Pine Street In York and requesting an exception.to the meter 
relocation policy.

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) regulations require that gas meters and pressure regulators be located 
outside. An exception may be considered—but is not mandated-if we can readily confirm that a building is located wjthln 
a historic district that is listed in the national register of historic places. However, that is not a guarantee that a meter will 
not be moved. Safety Is the number one priority Of Coluriibla Gas,.and we foliowall federal and state laws and regulations - 
to. ensure natural gas is delivered safely to our customers In’York and across our service territory In Pennsylvania.

We have not experienced tampering and vandalism on gas meters that have been moved outside as.part of this safety 
program, and if a meter.were accidentally damaged, the excess flow valve Installed with the new service iinewould 
minimize or shut off the flow of gas. Additionally, the new service line and meter would be installed further away from the 
porch stairs than the current service:line to address the shallow sidewalk concern.

Part of our commitment to safety includes having ready access to meters and other lines to ensure .that the equipment is 
operating safely. An outdoor meter eliminates the risk of shut-off due to access Issues and provides first responders-with 
easy access to our customers' meters In the event of an emergency.

Because of these overriding safety considerations, we must deny your request to have the meter at 52 S. Pine Street 
remain inside.

The old gas pipeline on Pine Street will be taken out of service on December 18. Please make arrangements with us to 
have the new meter and service line Installed at 52 S. Pine Street by December 16, or there could be an interruption of 
service.



TATE EXHIBIT NO. 15

PtMN$YlVANIA

12/20/2019
BCS: 3753631

Dear Bryan K Tate:

If you have resolved the complaint with the company and would like your 
case closed, please contact me at the above listed numbers.

Sincerely, 
Tim Clark 
Investigator

If I do not hear from you within 10 days of the date of this letter, I will 
proceed to resolve your complaint based on available Information. .

This letter is in reference to the informal complaint you filed with the 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) on 12/13/2019 against Columbia 
Gas of PA Inc (NGDC). You asked the PUC to investigate.

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265

I have received the company report and need to talk to you about your 
complaint. Please call me within 10 days of the date of this letter to discuss your 
complaint.

You can reach me by calling 1-800-692-7380 or 717-772-4835. When you 
call, please refer to the BCS case number at the top of this letter.

In addition to calling me, if you have any documents or evidence to 
support your claim against the company (for example, copies of notes, letters 
bills or shut-off notices, etc.), please send those immediately. You may mail, fax^ 
or email your documentation. Please include your BCS Case Number on ail 
documents that you are providing.

Bryan K Tate
377 E Market Street 
York PA 17403

• timclark@pa.gov
• Fax to (717) 787-6641.
• Mali to Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Bureau of
Consumer Services, 400 North Street, 2nd Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17120

IN REPLY 
PLEASE REFER 

TO OUR FILE

'MM® <

> 

J



‘ TATE EXHIBIT NO. 16

AM< Itottt&umwci

1/23/2020
BCS: 3753631

Dear Bryan K Tate:

I

FfNNSYlVANM

Per company records, Columbia Gas provided you with options for relocation and 
placement of the meter at 52 S Pine Street, York, PA. The company has offered to locate the 
meter on the outside front right of the home. The company has offered to.paint the meter to 
match the paint of the exterior of the home. The company has also offered to put a cage 

. screening around the meter and paint the screen. You have not agreed to these options.

IN REPLY 
PLEASE REFER 

TO OUR FILE

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265

In response to this complaint, the company reported that you are the property owner of 
52 S Pine Street, York, PA. This address is a part of the historical area in York, PA. The 
company has had several conversations with you regarding the meter location regulations at 
52 PA Code 59.18, which requires meters and regulators be located outside and aboveground 
unless otherwise allowed. The regulation also states that the inside meter location shall be 
considered for buildings in historic districts. The meter location regulations were imposed to 
reduce the dangers from gas leaks.

Bryan K Tate
377 E. Market Street 
York PA 17403

You contacted the Public Utility Commission's (PUC) Bureau of Consumer Services 
(BCS) on 12/13/2019 regarding utility service with Columbia Gas of PA ("company"). You 
stated thatthe.company has ignored the Historic Exception of the meter relocation project that 
is happening in York, PA. The York City Historic Districts appear on the National Register of 
Historic Places. You have been in conversation for two years, yet Columbia Gas refuses to 
understand that one of the only economic opportunities that York City has is Its historic 
properties and that by moving unattractive meters (In some cases many meters) to the fronts 
of properties it is destroying the historic nature of the property and the economic viability of the 
property. The company has ignored citizen and York City concerns with outside meter 
placements blocking ADA passage on narrow sidewalks and safety issues in neighborhoods 
where criminals can easily tamper with meter shut offs. Residents of the City of York have 
requested Columbia Gas, in a meeting at City Hall last year, and again at a Town Hall Meeting 
set up by Mayor Helfrich this year, as well as during individual meetings by Individual property 
owners, to either mirror UGl’s work in Harrisburg's Historic District placing regulators only on 
the outside of Historic District properties with meters remaining In basements, or by placing 
new outside meters only on the side or rear of properties.



Sincerely 1

Tim Clark 
Investigator

You may pursue this matter further by filing a formal complaint. The formal complaint 
process involves a legal proceeding before an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ), similar to a 
trial. This means that you and the utility must present facts on the issues raised in your 
complaint to the ALJ. You must participate in a hearing, respond to questions from the utility 
and prove why the judge should uphold your position. Forma! complaint forms can be found on 
the PUC website (www.puc.pa.gov), or by calling 717-772-7777.

The company’s position is that the relocation of meters as directed by the PUC at the 
time of the company’s pipeline upgrades is an important part of construction timeline. The 
location of the meter is at the determination of the utility company and Columbia believes that 
the location for the meter at 52 S Pine Street, York, PA is best located at outside front right.

According to the company's PUC approved tariff, section 4.6 - Meter Location. The 
company shall have the right to determine the location of its meters.

Please note that the PUC's Bureau of Consumer Services has limited jurisdiction over 
service-related complaints. We cannot decide where a utility company should place their 
meter, so long as the utility is not in violation of Pennsylvania statutes or regulations. BCS 
cannot issue a legally binding decision on this complaint. Therefore, this informal complaint 
has been closed without a decision.



TATE EXHIBIT NO. 17'

Cblumt>/a Gas*.

Dear Customer, February 21 > 2020

Please contact Francis Pujols @ 717-472-0145 to schedule the necessary work.

John A. Boldizar

Construction Specialist

Columbia Gas of Pa, 

717-858-8355

I am writing in regards to your property at 52 S, Pine St York, Pa.. Columbia Gas.of 
Pennsylvania upgraded the gas lines on your street The system upgrade project consisted of 
upgrading our main lines as well as any necessary service connections. The successful 
completion of this project'requires us to disconnect the pre-existing facilities that currently 
serve your property.

. Arrangements need to be made, by thertenant or property owner, to allow Columbia 
Gas of Pennsylvania access to the property to complete the necessary service line and meter 
upgrades.

If no contact is made, Columbia Gas of Pa. will need, to be contacted to re-establish 
service to your property. You will be able to reach1 them at 1 -888-460-4332. Thank you in 
advance for .your co-operation in this matter.

of Pennsylvania
A MSOwt Catnpiiiy

By this letter, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania Is hereby notifying you of our Intent to 
complete our project bn Monday, March ■2rtd.. At that time the existing gas service to 52 8- Pine, 
St. York, PA. will be shut off. We will riot be able to re-establish service to the property . 
unless we have access to the piping Inside the building. We have conducted the PA one call 
effective this morning. We are available to complete this work next week bn Wednesday, 
Thursday or Friday,. February 26ir’, 27lh or 28thi



TATE EXHIBIT NO. 18

1. Pennsylvania State Senator Kristin Phillips-Hill and Pennsylvania State Representative Carol Hill- 

Evans

2. Pennsylvania State Representative Stanley E. Saylor

3. Gettle Vaughn Law LLC

4. Preservation Pennsylvania {2 pages)

5. Alliance of Neighborhood Associations of York, PA

6. Downtown East Neighborhood Association

7. Olde Towne East Neighborhood Association

8. YWCA York

9. York County History Center

10. York County Economic Alliance

11. Royal Square Development & Construction

12. Joe Jefcoat-York City Treasurer

13. Tracey A. Holman-ANA Representative (4 pages)

14. Downtown Inc. (2 pages)

15. Better York

16. Genevieve Ray-Urban development professional

17. Attorney Robert Katherman

18. Attorney Ronald Hershner (2 pages)

19. OMITTED BY AGREEMENT

20. Historic York

21. City of York Historical Architecture Review Board



. 18-1

July 7,2020 .

t,

Smcerely,

fl Kristin PhUlips-HUi 
J Senator, 28th District

Carol Hill-Evans 
Representative, 95th District

Steven K. Haas

Administrative Law Judge

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120 ...

Re: PUC Hearing C-2020-3018966 /

Dear Judge Haas:

We are writing in reference to the forma! complaint filed by Mr. Bryan Tate against Columbia Gas 

pertaining to the installation of external gas meters to the front of'.buildings

City’s Historic District. The proposed project lies within.theconfines of our respective legislative 

districts and has the potential to negatively impact many property owners who we fepresent There 
is tremendous interest and significant concern .among the residents of ouf commumiy regarding 

this project, as evidenced by the heavy, volume of correspondence we continue to receive!.

While we support Columbia Gas’ capital improvement project within the City of York, we are 

requesting consideration be given to the location of gas meters on historic properties per PUC 

regulation 59.18(d)(l)(ii)(A-D).

Owners of historic properties located in York City’s Historic Districts are. requesting the. same. 

PUC historic exception, that was granted by.UGI to Harrisburg City’s 'Historic District. . This 

exemption allowed historic homes to retain their old-wofld charm by only placing a regulator on 

the outside of the property; leaving gas meters to remain on the inside.

In closing, we are seeking the Public Utility Commission provide equity and fairness among all 

historic districts across the Commonwealth by providing property owners within the City of York 

the same options as the residents of the City of Harrisburg.



<■
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. Harrisburg, PA 17120

RE: PlJC Hearing C-2020-3018966

Dear Judge Haas;
i
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STANLEY E. SAYLOR 
MAJOWTY CHAlkMAN

APFRoriUATlONS COMMITTEE

245 MAIN CAPITOL BUILDING 
' PO BOX 202094 

HARRISBURG, PA 17120-2094 

PHONE: (717) 783-6426 
FAX; (717) 783-7655

100 REDCO AVENUE 

RED LION, PA 17356 . 
.PHONE: (717) 244-9232; <717) 3824595 

FAX: (717) 246-2387

J

Mr. Steven K- Haas 

Administrative Law Judge 

Public Utility Commission 

400 North Street-

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Harrisburg

July 7,2020

<I
■RULES

APPOINTMENTS
' education'CommissION OF THE states 

: FUIEFJCHTBR AND BvlERGENCY SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE SPORTSMEN 

' SECOND AMENDMENT 
. . ARTS AND CULTURE 

•E-Mail: myl6r@pahousegop.com • 
M-bJiic: lirnKrepWiylor.co/n

I write to offer my support of-Bryan Tate in his formal complaint against Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania 

regarding the relocation of bis gas meter to the front of his property. I ask the PUC to support the historic. 

exception to 052 PA Code § 59.(Meter, regulator and service line location). '

According to Section (d)(l)(ii) of the Code, inside meter locations shall be .considered only when'a meter, 

is located in.a building that is listed in the National Register of Historic Places oris located within a historic 

district that is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Mr. Tate’s property is located in York 

City’s Downtown East neighborhood, , which is part of the York Historic .District, as designated by the 

Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission on August 19,1979, and entered into the Natiohai Register 

of Historic Places on that date.' Therefore, all the buildings located, within the York.Historic District are 

eligible .for historic exception from having meters placed in the front of the property ;

Columbia Gas asserts that gas meters must be moved outside for safety.as the pressure is being increased 

In the new gas lines serving York City.. Workable solutions for the York Historic District would include 

moving lines to the rear of properties and installing meters on the back of buildings, or installing only 

regulators on the outside of buildings, which would decrease gas pressure entering the building, and leaving 

meters inside the basement out of sight. One of York's greatest assets is its historic architecture. 1 urge the 

PUC to rule in Mr. Tate’s favor and for Columbia Gas to place gas meters out of site in the historic district.

ask-’

J■ Jw!
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June 22,2020.

:•

RE:

Dear Commissioners:

Very truly yours,

JEFFREY J-

r

. WILLIAMS, ESQ.:re:

TELEPHONE (717) 854.4899 •' 

FAX(717) 848-1603 .

Bryan K. Tate vs. Columbia Gas PUC Hearing 

C-2020-3018966.

GETTLE VAUGHN LAWue
13 EAST MARKET STREET

' . ' ' YORK, PENNSYLVANIA 17401

GREGORYE. GETTLE

JEFFREY A. GE’ITLE

GREGORY HAROLD GETTLE (OF COUNSEL) 
: GLENN C. VAUGHN (OF COUNSEL)

As you can see from the address on our letterhead, we operate a legal practice at 13 East 

Market Street in the City of York. Our property is located in the City of York historic district which 

is a historic district listed on the National Historic Register.-p.We axe opposed to"the installation of 

external gas meters in the front of our property. We understand that Bryan K, Tate, an individual 

who owns a property on Pine Street in the City of York has filed a formal complaint .against 

Columbia Gas in the case referenced above to force him to move gas meters to the external front of 

his property. We support Mr. Tate in his formal complaint against Columbia Gas arid the opposition 

to the installation of gas meters in the front of properties on Pine Street and on East Market Street 

in the historic district of the City of York. •

,E;ESQ.

’ PETER M. VAUGHN 

• JEREMY D. WILLIAMS 

DOUGLAS J. KOZAK

PA Public Utility Commission 

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17105

(UGHN,ESQ-

GREGORY E?GErTLE, ESQ.
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257 North Street, Hanlsburgj PA 17101 tel 717.234.2310 fax 717.234.2522 info@pr8servationpa.org www.preservationpa.org

RE; Bryan Tate v. Columbia Gas PUC Hearing C-2020-301896

May 19, 2020

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
P.O. Box 3265
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265

To whom it may concern:

Preservation Pennsylvania is a statewide nonprofit advocacy organization charged, with protecting 
and preserving historic places in Pennsylvania. When we participated in the rulemaking by the 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) in 2012, we provided comments on the need to take 
into consideration the properties that are located in historic districts and to offer some alternatives to 

. gas meter placement. Many of our comments (about early notification and guidelines for 
accommodation) did not make it into the final ruling of 2014.. Still, it did include.language that 
properties located within National Register Districts (both listed and eligible) and locally designated 
districts (e.g. HARBs) could be considered for Inside meter replacement. While we had hoped for 
more accommodation, we were pleased that this provision was included. .(See attached letter from 
2012 with our comments)

Once the Code was finalized, it was up to the individual gas companies to comply. In practice, this 
process has been much less than we .hoped, and in some cases, it has gone horribly wrong. 
Preservation Pennsylvania staff continue to hear from frustrated communities who have found this 
process to be less about accommodation and conversation and more about not really having a choice 
but to accept the meter placement.

York City, in particular, has been very challenging. Gas meters were installed throughout the historic 
district, often without notice. Property owners that were proactive in seeking alternatives, have been 
unsuccessful. Requests to use the smaller regulators have been.rejected by Columbia Gas as hot 
safe enough to meet their.standards. After several meetings arranged by the City that included 
Columbia Gas, and one large public meeting, Columbia Gas agreed to work more closely with 
homeowners in the historic district but made it clear that their position, was that all meters must be 
located outside the building and in virtually every cade, that location is directly in front of the building. 
An offer to paint the meters a different color was the only concession.

Mr.. Tate has been very clear In his requests to Columbia Gas that he did not want his meter located 
in front of his property. After the public meeting where Columbia Gas promised to do better, Mr. Tate 
had to force the issue and was eventually provided a Meter Relocation Consideration Form. While it 
is understandable that these must be considered bn a case by case basis, the process has not been 
transparent and in most cases, accommodation only happens when the property owner forces the 
issue.

preservation/
■ PENNSYLVANIA /



Sincerely,.

Mindy Gulden Crawford 
Executive Director

Because we hear from constituents across the state, we have learned that each gas company 
handles this process differently. UGI, for example, has been proactive in the possible 

accommodations available, meeting with City Planning, appearing at the Historic and Architectural 
Review Board, and making the form for relocation consideration easily accessible. As a result, the 

smaller regulators have been installed in much of the Harrisburg historic district.

The installation of multiple meters in-front of many York properties has significantly affected the 
appearance and historic integrity of the York Historic District. The gas meter rulings included minimal 
direction on the possibility of alternatives within the historic district but left to their Interpretation, 
Columbia Gas has not followed the spirit of the ruling. The ruling does recognize that historic districts.. 
quality for alternative meter location including leaving the meter inside, using smaller regulators, or 
considering alternative placement. The damage to the integrity of the York Historic District as well as 
many other districts in Pennsylvania is devastating. '

If Mr. Tate is.successful in avoiding the installation of a meter in front of his historic house, it is a very 
small victory given the damage to the integrity already inflicted on the York Historic District. The 
process was developed to allow accommodation, but Columbia Gas did not proactively follow that 
process, only responding when either forced by the home.owner-.to consider relocation or When dsked 
to appear at the public meeting and explain the process. Apologizing for mistakes after the damage 
is done is no consolation to the residents of the York Historic District.

I urge you toicorisider this issue carefully and rule in favor of Mr. Tate. Perhaps this will change the 
. process moving forward and the remainder of the gas meter installations in historic districts will be 
. less damaging to our precious historic resources in Pennsylvania. .

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
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Alliance ofNeighborhood Associations of York, PA

JuneM.2020

■< ■

Dctf Judge Hsm:

Thank you fonyour attention to this mailer.

_* . k Z^jk_/^laa

ffft'pkf^snt&caa

Slnoerely,
Alliance of Neighborhood Associations of York, PA '

• ••

TU secondary issue ofconcem is the safety of (font exterior gas meters. These metera can be easily 
vandalized and gas can he twrwd off with the simple turn of a mrsch. In a dense, urban atmoaphcM, front 
exterior meters arc too easily accessible (hr vajidalUtn.

Steven K. Haas 
AttaWrirative Law Judge 
PA Public Utility CommBsioa • 
■WO North Street 
ItaTuhurg, PA 17120

Tho Alliance of Neighborhood As»cj«k>n#of¥ork> PArcwanmends «wi Cniuabta. Gw of PA hah* front 
exterior mcier.instollatlons on properties in the York City Historic District  ̂on properties in dense, urban 

ports of York City, and on tbow properties that will not be tafeiy passable for a 
tamiluppc&dfaMcd persoft. It 1$ reoammrrxfcd to follow the process of iiwriling aitfy an external 

regulator with an internal meter.

Our final ima of concern Is regarding the PUC Regulation exception for propenfes listed in foe York 
. City Historic District, which is fated on the National Register of Historic Places. Front exterior trictcr ■ 
■ instaJJaiions are In violation of the York CiQ'litetoric District unless a variance b received from York 

■CUy Council after approval by thcYorkCityHistotioArchiteCtufalRcviewBoard. Not only do front 
exterior inctera detract from timc’pcrkx! continuity ofhistoric districts,'but they violate ardhumcea 
supported by the National Register. ;

■ Matthew Druse, CfrChairflreaBurer

This letter is written in support of Btyun Thw for his complaint filed against Columbia Gas of 

Pouuylytteia regarding issues with gas meter instellrtions In the City ofYotk, PA. The Alliance of 
Neighborhood Asaoctatfons of York, PA, which represent 17 neighborhood associations in the City of 
Yorii, objects to the front exterior ptaccmcw otgviMtcn. Weoppmfrtmlorierior plaunrMmlforthe 

following reasons •

The prim ary. issue of exception Is the violation of the spirit of the federal Americans with Diwbilhres Act 
Front exterior meter instoliatimrt disrupt pedertrinn ridmvaik travel by handicapped rastdwte, panieuktrly 
those Io wiicclchaizv Not al! residenw arc eapahlc of safely navigating around the ww incurs that law: 
bran ptecsd in front of hrones. Obstructed sidewalks hove forced handicapped and ether disabled 
residents to cither forgo travel down h certain sircteh of sidewalk dr travel in the sweet.

Peter Andrews. Chair 

PaleranA»ws59^pngn.<y>m



.18-6

Downtown East Neighborhood Association

July. 5,2020

...

architecture must be preserved to maintain one of the assets.that the Qty of York relies on-its history

StevenK. Haas
Adrrfinlstrative LawJOdge
Public Utility Commission 

Cbmmonwealth'of Pennsylvania 

. 400 North Street 
. Harrisburg, PA 17120

Property owners In Downtown East are required to apply to York's Historic Architecture Review Board 

when making alterations to thefront exterior ofthelr buitdlngs. HARB reviews airmodlficatiohs to; 

ensure that standards are followed to ensure standards required by the York City Historic District,, which 
was sanctioned by the. Natlonal Register of Historic Places. Downtown East objects that.Cqltimbla.’Sas id 

date hasmo.t sought or received HARB or City Council approval for the placement of gas meters to the . 

fronts of propertles In Downtown East and the York City Historic District

We object tp Columbia.Gas refusing to.support the^ historic exception of the.PUC Regulation ftegardihg 

outdoor meter placement. Downtown East expects all gas meters to remain Inside properties orbe 

placed In the back of properties when being moved outside.

Sincerely,

Your Honor, .

WewrltetoyouastheCO'Chalr$oftheDowntowr)EastNelghborhpod.Assqclatipn,th;eoldest. . 
. neighborhood Sassoclbtldri ln the City of York, PA. Downtown East organlXed more thdhSb years ago; to 

represerit the interests of tesldents and businesses in the historic east s©e;OfYoi'ii*s. <id^to<iVh. , 

Downtown East would llke.to go on record as being opposed tp Columbla Gas relocating gas meters to 

the outside front of homes and businesses In ’the: City of York, particularly In Downtown East, which is 

the heart of York's Historic. District.

Downtown East Is a densely concentrated urban neighborhood conslstlngbf elaborate historic housing 
stock (including the home of Declaration of Independence signer Congressman James.Smithland others), 

arch!tectorallysignlflcantbus!nes5.strurtures(!lkeyorkWaterCompanyand others), anddetad.es old 
workers houses representative of^York's industrial boom. Much ofbuf architecture was designed by 

. noted archltoctJ.A. berhpwolf or other architects *ln his York firm. WebelleVe that bur significant ■:

Margaret Moore, Co-Chair

Ji/dlth McKee, Co-Chair 

Downtown East Neighborhood Association
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Olde Towne East Neighborhood Association

June 22, 2020

Public Utility Commission

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120

tlsb^tn Bupp, Secretary

Olde Towne East Neighborhood Association, Chy of York, PA

Dear Commissioners:

Olde Towne East Neighborhood Association offers its support to Bryan Tate In his formal 
complaint against Columbia Gas of PA objecting to the placement of gas meters to the front of 
his property or to the fronts of any property in our neighborhood?

In 2009, the Olde Towne East Neighborhood was established; by the residents served by the 
YWCA of York. Neighbors worked in partnership with the YWCA to support and sustain the 
major Investment by the YWCA and funders of millions of dollars of work to the infrastructure . 

and beautification of properties in our community. Olde.Towne East and the YWCA worked 
closely with Columbia Gas. to ensure that the major investments in stabilizing our community 
would not be reversed by relocating gas company equipment to building facades.’ And 

Columbia Gas, thankfully, agreed. But now Columbia Gas has reneged on that agreement.

. Olde Towne East and the YWCA worked with the York City Historic .Architectural Review Board 
and York City Council to ensure that all improvements met the letter of local ordinances. ; 
regarding York’s Historic'District and the National Register of Historic Places. We are dismayed 

that Columbia Gas refuses to follow the PUC’s historic exception in the regulations and at a 
minimum locate the meters inside and regulators outside. We are extremely disappointed that 
Columbia Gas refuses to recognize the; National Register of Historic Places arid the : 

requirements in the.York City Historic District. .

Olde Towne East Is also concerned that the placement of gas meters oh the facades of homes 
and buildings puts all neighbors at risk as external gas meters can easily be tampered with or 
driven into and they may also restrict the flow of gas during deep snows that cover the meter, 
this potential is documented on the Columbia Gas website. In addition, meters in the front of 
properties with shallow sidewalks are impeding proper passage, for our neighbors with 
disabilities violating the Americans with Disabilities Act.

In light of all of the reasons listed above, we ask you to please rule against Columbia Gas's 
placement of gas meters on the front of properties In Olde Towne East and in the City of York. 

Thank you for your time. Please contact me If you need more information.

Sincere!1 
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LIFTS OUR COMMUNITY

Regards’

EMPOWERING FAMILIES

eliminating racism
empowering women

YWCA York.320East'MarketStreet, York, PA 17403 P 717.434.1755 F7'l7.846.9181 
www, ywcayork.org

Jean M. Treuthart

CEO, YWCA York

Steven K< Haas

Administrative Law Judge

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

ISONA 
MISSION

* J i •te.'T

June 17,2020 "

Dear Judge Haas:

I am writing this letter in support of Bryan Tate’s formal complaint against Columbia Gas,

YWCA York was fortunate to be the grant administrator for a multi-mlllion dollar Elm Street project in.2009 
which made dramatic updates and Improvements to many properties, sidewalks and streets in the City of York. 

We have email documentation that the location of gas meters was an issue at that time, too. The final result was 

that Columbia Gas, working with Miller Pipeline Corp., agreed to place the meters in basements and not on the 

exterior of the homes in our Olde Towne East neighborhood. The historic heritage of the buildings was 

protected.

We all know that in the City of York's historic district we are required to present all of dur exterior repairs ahd 

renovations to the Historical Architectural Review Board (HARB) which Is an advisory board to the York City 

Council. HARB's stringent requirements have frequently resulted in significantly higher costs than using other 

materials and designs. This has been challenging for a social service nonprofit, but we have always complied 

with HARB's requirements. We never thought we had the option of doing otherwise.

I, personally, was shocked when I saw the final installations on the homes in our neighborhood. It seems that 

there was very little Intentionality about how this project was executed. One of the properties YWCA York owns 

on Reinecke Place has the meter installed right on the narrow sidewalk even though there were many other 
options available. Fortunately, this building does not fronton Market Street in a prime location like many of the 

lovely homes and buildings that have been impacted. ,

This Is not a frivolous complaint. One only has to tour the area to see that the pipes and meters are unsightly 

. and ruin the look of the area. It is my belief that this project does not fit the requirements of maintaining the 

image of a historic city like York, PA. Please Jet me know if additional information is required.'
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Joan J. Murrimerc

. President & CEO

250 E Market St. York PA .17403. 7/ vorkhjstqrvcenter.orE !=
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Flk?/. ‘

to'ihis the increasedrisk eachmeter 

presents with:poteiitial ice accumulation and tripping hazard.

Even more concerning Is the location of these meters bn main thoroughfaTesvIn 2007 a car 

drove through one of our historic History Center buildings along Market Street and in 2009-my 

vehicle was totaled while parked.In front of our admlhlstrative buUdjng alshon Market Street-W 

. Paining the meters or creating plantings.around them will pot Improve the risk Or their 

appearance therefore we sfeek a more appropflate re£01utioh for the safety, security and. 

economic vitahty of .our community, there Is an alternative solution using regulator pipes th^t 
we request Columbia Gas dse for the remaining areas of downtown York. We respectfully ask • 

for your support of bur community. - <

Sincerely,

To Whom It May Concern:

a recent York County History Center Board of Directors' meeting members voted 

: unanimously to support & Bryan Tate’s effort jo stop the unnecessary.and unsightly 

installation of gas meters in front of downtown York’s.historic property,.In their decision 
board-members emphasized the fact that these meters degrade[he;community  ̂character and 

. sense of place created by the National Register of Historic Places desiguaw. As mi • 
organization devoted to history and tc^rism the meters .steal the ver^ aspect that makes our^ 

. community a diestination;,historic architectural assets. It is deeply disturbing that Coidmbia Gas 

blithely ignores the PUC. regulation allowing historic properties and districts an exception.

•' ■-

.YORK COUNTY -

''' ORY^
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York County /

RE: Bryan Tate v. Columbia Gas PUC Hearing C-2020--3018966

Commissioners:

Silas Chamberlin, PhD

Vice President, Economic & Community Development

York County Economic Alliance

Economic Alliance

If we can offer any additional information in support of this letter or Mr. Tate's concerns, please let me 

know.

May 13, 2020.

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

Commonwealth Keystone Building 

2nd Floor, Room-N201

I am writing in support of Bryan Tate, a private property owner in the.City of York, who has filed a formal 

complaint against Columbia Gas for issues related to the Installation of gas meters in the city. . Mr. Tate's 
hearing is scheduled for May 27, and my organization plans to have a representative in attendance.

York County Economic Alliance (YCEA} is our county's official economic development organization, arid 

functions as an umbrella organization for the county's chamber of commerce and economic 

development corporation. As such, YCEA is the voice of York County's business community and the 

county's economic development interests. While we appreciate Columbia Gas's investment in . 

infrastructure, we believe their work in the City of York has been significantly flawed. .

In addition to Mr. Tate's.concerns, we have heard numerous complaints from businesses owners and 

private residents about Columbia Gas's actions In the City of York related to the installation of meters, 

communications with property owners, and adherence to historic designations and other protective, 
measures. Our observation is that those complaints are justified. Cpmfnunities working with other gas 
utilities have related a much different experience, including UGl's work in the City of Harrisburg's 

historic district, which allowed exceptions for historic properties.

Sense of place, historic integrity, and—above all—a responsive community where the wishes of:’- 

property owners are heard and respected are all paramount to the economic vitality of York County. 

Columbia Gas's actions have resulted in a negative Impact to our collective work. We ask that the PUC 

use its authority to compel Columbia Gas to improve its operations and Interactions within the City of 

York and with private property owners, such as Mr. Tate.

Sincerely,



ROYALSQUARE

.iVlay 18, 2020 '

, !

•

y

our

• .restoring, a
*;

29 South Duke Street York/PA 17401
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. As property owners in

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission . 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania • 

. • :4q0 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120- '
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CEO,RSDC
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homeowners and businesses in the dty .of York , .

•_ Sincerely,

iare

bear Commissioners:

' historic buildings,-we writeIn syppoftofthfeposrtiop of Bryan-TJtel^lsCotnplal nJ before th ... 

Commission.’•

RSDCvalues theiilsforvof thehuildfogsIn -^wntown anddeslgr. pfoi^arcund p^sen/^ 

/ ; instrumental In its work to reyitallze.the economy.qf the city.

: one of the-blocks thathave teen affected hy the decisions of-Columbia Qg^lLJ^

and homeowners in

DEVELOPMENT/: '
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Sincerely

■■a-

PA Public Utility Conirnlssion 

400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120

326 E Market Street 

York;..PA 17403

, Dear Commissioners::

Let me take this oppbrttihity to express my support of Bryan Tate's efforts regarding the thoughtless 
proliferation of gas meters in the City of York by Cdlumbia Gas Company.

Several years ago when without any warning or notice external meters appeared along the unit block of' 

West King Street, I and severai.other Individuals met with representatives of Columbia Gasto express our 

. dismay with the lack of consideration of the detrimental effects that these meters had on the appearance 
. dfdur City and especially on our historic neighborhoods.

We explained that severa! of oiir downtown neighborhoods were listed Oh the National Register pf Historic 

Places and that placing tnetefs along the streetscape was against both national regulations and local , 
. ordinance. The response Was basically wd. don'ttare. The Pennsylvania Public Utilities Commission says 

weran do it and we are.

The only cqnctission^were that Columbia Gas would be more diligent In notifying-residents, that they 
would install any new meters at the rear orside of the property when possible and Would paint the meters 

to blend in with the building. A request that regulators be Installed-instead:?? meters wasdgnored. ’

For a brief period of tithe, the Installation of street meters seemed to slow down, but recently there ' 

has.been ho stopping theni. J am.aware of Conversations with the.City of York, Historic Yorkyseveral 

neighborhood associations, city property owners and downtown residents. All efforts have been met 
with alack of support from the state aseven more and more meters’defacathe historic.streetscapes of 

■ ourcerrtSf'cIty*

The:downtown biockshf Market and George Streets are lined with one of the state's most outstanding 

collectionsof architecturally distinguished properties. In the faTl/Ioca! residents were-told there were no 

plans to install meters along East Market Street. Now I understand evehthis plan has,been tossed to the 

side. I respectfully request that the installation of gas meters littering out sidewalk be terminated 

•' Immediately.

In Closing, wbeh.l arrived home In January 2020 after a holiday trip, I found my house at a cool forty' 

degrees. With no phone call, no letter; no email or no posted notice; Columbia Gas had disconnected my 
gas line.This was Inexcusable In that my bl 11 was paid Ih full and the company had both my phone number 

and rny email address. Of course, f called and complained, antf .the company did soon appear and restore 
my service. However/thlsis justanpther example of the lackpf concern that Columbia Gas.has fiprthe local 

Communltles-that must pay fortheir ever rising cost.for service. I still await replacement of a section of.. 

Concrete that was destroyed, -
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'Governor'Wotfs Restore Pennsylvania Initiative designed to battie blight In PA could not possibly 

approve of these outside meters. With every gas consuming business and residence being fitted v/tth sn 

outside meter, this only contributes to the urban blight in our beautiful city and state. Just look around 

and you will flhd up to six gas meters at the front door of a prevldusly single-family home that.now has 

six apartments. Columbia Gas boasts that they.paint the meters to match the color of the building as an 

attempt tomake them more appealing but that's just "putting (Ipstick on a pig" I

*8

I am wrltlngihis letter In full support of Bryan Tate's formal complaint against Columbia Gas and their 

desired meter installation In the front of hb property on Pine Street In York, PA.

.1 believe every homeowner should have the.rlght to.decide the placement of a gas meter on thelr own. 

property end should not be-dlrected where It must be installed. There needs tp.be,an egyaKty, or at the 

least a compromise, between the property owner's location preference and the gas company's cheapest 

Installation costs. Additionally, I believe that many property owners .are not consulted about rtite 

placement; particularly absentee landlords. Vn this case,many tenants niake the decision fortheir 

(antilord^by allowing Columbia GaOdlhstaH the rheters’vrfiere tiiey see fit This location appears to be 
the shortest distance fromthe street's,gas main to.tha front of .the building, rather than a more 

equitable place like the side, back, or othefnonlnfrdslvalocat'ions.

At our October 2018 Alliance of Neighborhood Assocfation (ANA) meeting, I made a presentation based 

bn my York DailyRecord' (YDR) editorial "Ugly gas meters iook like a coloitomy bag for a house". The 

subject was on Columbia Gas’s meter placement In dur city.. The ANA membership in attendance aft . 
agreed that the meters have become.increaslngly an eye-sore in our historic city of York.

Andrew Tubbs, Vice President, External end Customer Affairs, for Columbia.Gas of PA and MD, wrote.a 

response to my YDR editorial. He addressed rhy historic district concerns In stating that Columbia Gas 

works closely with the Historical Architectural Review.Board (HARB) on every project located within the 

HARB district At our York Town Hall meeting lastyear (2019),;i asked'Mr. Tubbs directly about thls . 

working relationship with HARB. He admitted that this doeshpt occur; In other words, h)$ article in part 

was not the truth. Can we trust a company to do what is best for its customers if it lies?

d
I
J
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their actions.I.-

r •

Tracey A. Hoimah

York City Resident

Downtown East Association member

Oldtown East Association member

ANA Representative

On July 31/ 2019, Columbia Gas was barred from further work In North Franklin Township near . 

Pittsburgh. When the new gas system was engaged, the elevated pressure led to a leak and a .. 

devastating explosion where the homeowner, a neighbor, and three firefighters were Injured.

Every Pennsylvania city that has fought the Issue of gas meter placement has met with stiff opposition 

from the gas companies. The companies continuously cite safety and PA PUC regulatlons/mandates for 

thelractlons. Now Is the time for the PA PUC to rethink their codesjisten to the voice of the people, . 

conslderourbpinionsandcohcerns^nddecldewhafsbestforthesafetyofthe.dtlzensandthe 

preservation of our beautiful state of Pennsylvania.

thank you,
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Tracey HcWn lowed to happen? Why are these .hid'
Cawtc^umnKX equs nicters. placed smack in fcmt of

homos? Wffl they bepiaced in frontof all. 
lam writing this letter with pent up the businesses andbbtnes in the dtf? 

anger aid frustration over the gas me- /WiB they.be placed in front of all the 
tets tba'arebeinginstsHedby Columbia branes in all the neighborhoods around 
Gasinfrontofhomfisandbusmessesin town, too? whst are the rights of the- 
dpsvmownYork-sixinoritbsagOkWhenl homeowner? When did the utility com-, 
sawthe^meteiijnstaBation taking place pomes get & freepassun remodeling our 

oh Newberry^Street just north of Phila- personal property? Where is the power 
delphia Street,.! thqiAghf surely there- hnd vcdceofour^credcityofidal^?. 
would be an outcry from ., residents in Al nsy first AlHartce of Neighborhood'
that area-.Then.l witnessed -a similar Associations meeting our newly elected 
massacre on Prospect Street andno out- mayor was there to field questionsand 
cry. Now King Street, and Pine Street, concerns from those of us . in atten- 
ahd my anger is boiling over.

Why is this rape taking place in our Sec METERS. P^ge ao
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tn May 20IS, our City of York was listed by Reader's port HARB supporters?
Digest as one of rise top'weniy Most-Beautiful Main irithepastthreeyearslhaveivitnessedtremendous
Stteets in America. A top twenty dty witii beauty.and investment and revitalization' in qur ^utiftd dowri- 

Continucd from page id history that is allowing gas meters to bcplaced in front tovm Ybriu-Whileindlvidiialsarid corporations are-dil-
of businesses, residences, and homes converted Into igendyrestorn^homes aridb-usiriesses, Columbia Gas. 

dance. When it was my turn to speak,! brought up toy. apartments. Meters Hned-.up side by side, sometimes • is foUowing.behind destroying these efforts vrirh jack 
disappointment tnttie appearance of the new gas me- four or more in. front of one home. We should, be hammers, backhoes, and’esoeedinglyuglygcsraeters. 
ters ^dtijerava^rigctfthestreetsandsidewaiks.My ashamed’' • This Rape must srtopl
answer back was “more or less’ itbappened riot on his. Have you driven -op’Newberry street where the new Why ashome owners, businesses,- and a efty are we
watch.Suxprisingiy, he'was.the citycovneil president Hietetswereinstaned?'1hestTcetandsidewa]krestoi- . allowing this to bappen?lneed some answers, please, 
before mayor, in defense of the mayor,' another ANA' -attve jebis reprehensible.-Who-ls inspecting the fin- wn^-rsru •
member stated they beheved the instkllatiOD of. the ished project and what is the standard being used to 
new meters addressed a safety issue wherein the gas approve this finished project? One year, from now 

a company could easily.turn off the gas should an emer-. when the streets and sidewalks startto sink from this
gency 'warrant such adreufostance; Amazingly, there inadequate fix who wxS be responsible for the addl- 
already exists shut off. valve accesses in die sidewalks; tional repairs? 1 think v;e ail know the ansiver to that 
unobtrusjva, inconspicuous shut off valves for.such' question. York City taxpayers, 
emergencies. ' ' ColumbiaGasagreednottotouchouxhistoricareas

-'WiThgis-metarslocaiedin front ofhomesandbusi- in a letter written in August of 2009. Greg.Radabaugh, 
nesses;.it seems there would be larger' safety Issues- Construction Management LQadet v/xbteto Jim Gross, 
like the posfifoSities. of vandalism, or cars careening Director of Public Works York City, stating, "Columbia 
into these meter monstrosities. The NYC Fuel Gas Gas fully supports York City and the efforts by foe 
.Cede addressed this yerypossfoaity in 2008, stating, HARB (Historical Architectural Review Board} sup?- 
"If outside gas service line, isiocajed above.ground.it •■poneistoftirfoeibeautifyandsavettiehistoricaiiii- 
stian be suitably-protected topievenr accidental yebic- regrity of foe irornes, businesses, and other structures 
.ularimpact..."AreYork‘snewgasmeterssu!trf»iypro- tocatedwifoin these specified areas. 

>KAi>Q«>kAMTn'ev®n bs co^ortmiity br txs to- 
help support foek efforts with our restoration prac-' 

foes as we gradually replace our aging infrastructure 
in many of these areas.’

Why ashomeowneis, businesses.-andadtyarewe

Tracey Holman. Hues in York CTry.
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Wbathappenedfo foe last nine yeas’ that changed • ~

will'teQ you that curb appeal1 attracts buyers when a tambla Gas is deans' n°w are not beautifying and SaW.

“restoration practices’ he mentions thai will hrito sup-
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Director of Public Works York City, stating, "Columbia 

HARB (Historical Architectural Review Board} sup-

shall be suitably-protected topievenr accidental yehic- tegrity of foe homes, businesses, and other structures
. . fo _ •   *_ _ a.. .-T_» .    ___----- ----- til.. . ,   f — —. _ a — 'J w_ dtVl .1. tn m

tected to prevent vafuir jarimpact or bavetbey. created 
awhole new safety concern?

Neighbors i have spoken to about foe. new meters 
have voiced to me fojr absolute distaste for foe pro­

ject. One neigh'ner hkenedthe meters foa foolostamy - ----------------------- 1
bagfor a house* unaforictive anduns®ta)y. Realtors fofsappro»chandattitude?Surelytbe.effortsfoatCo-
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These gas meters recently were iwstatted on North Newberry Street in York. 
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Any customex whajnfgxtJjave a specific question

   

readSy confinn that thebuilding is,tetris edigible to be,, placeinent program, the Company is replacing aging 8823 for more infennatjpn.

ahlean^aboveaDjSafenaParaJgasdeliverf. Columbia webstte at www.ColuinbiaGasPA.coin.
Gas of Pennsylvania is- committed to. providing this . .....................
service, as mandated by federal and.state laws and

safety practices.

qmrethatgasmetersandpressureregulatOTsbelocat- tnent and a.convenience for puxcustomers. regarding our. sendee, om pipeline replacement pro-
----- ,J1 * ’ ■; •" I"’’’ AsapartofColumbia^Goinpiehehsiyepipê iere- jectsoriinyproper^;restoratiaumaycall.i-88&^485  ̂

readSy confirm that thebuilding is,or is eligible to be,, placement program, theCompany is replacing aging 8823 for more mfunnation.
listed onthenationalregisterofhistoric places, oris: portions of its‘distribution system tyithstaie-of-the- . AndrewTub^ii^vice^^sident̂ ^ternclandc'Us- 
locatedxvithinahistoricdistiictihatislistedxn.thena- ary piastre pipe; Over the past.decade; we'have re- tcrTieTaffairs for CoUanbia Gas of Permsi^ar^a end

YourTum ciosdy\vfththeHjstoricai:ArchitecturalReviewBoard York. As a partbft&at work, wereplace aistcinezs’ser-
Andrew tubbs (HARB) Team on every project, located within, die ' vicelines and gas meters at no direct cost to custom-
GucstcoJumnist • HARB District. eis.

Columbia Gas must also .comply with its tarift 'Hie general public needs to be informed aboutthe
In.resporise to: "Ugly new gas meters in York look wmchisasetofrulesthathasbeenapprovedbythePA work that we do in the community, andwetryhardto 

' lilted colostomy bagfOTa house* “(bpriioh) by Tradey PUG Columbia's taritf provides us with the sole, dis- provide customers, with prior notice, of service, inter- 
Holraan:' creticm to deterrmnethe locations of its meters. A copy ruptions and possible traffic disniptidns. Wealso work

The residents ofYorkdeserve to have efficient reb- ofourtariffiriitsenriretycanbeaccessedthroughour with local municipalities to coordinate construction 
‘ - - - - •- . .. - - - ' ~ ~ ~ ~ . schedules with other infrastructure projects, such.as

Consistent withthecoie valueof safety andfederal theupgradeofwaterLinesand'thereplacementoriocal 
... _  and state laws, we musthave ready access to its meter rbads,tolimitadditidnalincbnvemences.toalliesi-

regulatioas, as wellas through the Company's strong and other.lines, arid equipment to ensure that the dents in the Yoik.area. Due to weather and seasonal 
safety practices. equipment is operating safely. An outdoor meter. eUm- cbnditionsbeyondourcontroVfuIIxestorationofsome

As a pubbentility, Columbia Gas is regulated by the mates the risk of shut-off due to access issues, and propertiesmaytake time to complete, butpleaseknow 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PA PUG);, providesfirstresponderswftiieasy accesstoyourme- that.we vrill repair yoiirpropextytp ite pre-construc- 
This means .tha± Columbia:Gas must damply with the. ter In an-gmergpmey. We work to find the.safest area for .tioii cohditioiias. soon as we possibly can. 
PA PUG’S r^ulations. The Pa PUCs regulations re- outdoor meter placement as both. a. safety, enhance- Any cus_toraex who; might have a specsfic question 
qmrethatgasmetersandpressureregulatOTsbelocat- ment and a.convenience for puxcustomers. regarding our. service, our pipeline replacerpent pro-

. ed outside. An exception may be granted if we can

listed bn thepatioDal register of historic places, or is: portions of its‘distribution system Syith.staie-af-the- 

—..fc - • *. , ... I . J » . I1.I IW < < li > . U. — — -r . — — — — — — f -    • - — ... » .
fibnal register ofhisteric places. Columbia Gas-works,, placed appiuximately30 miles of pipelinein the dtyof Maryland.
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May 18,2020

RE: Bryan Tate v. Columbia Gas PUC Hearing C-2020-3018966

Commissioners:

2 East Market Street, York PA 17401 ’ 71 7-849-2331 * www.DovvntownYorkPa.coni

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

Commonwealth Keystone Building 

2nd Floor, Room-N201

This letter is in support of Mr. Bryan Tate, a private property owner in the City of York, 

who. has filed a formal complaint against Columbia Ga-s for issues related to the 

installation of gas meters.in the city. Mr. Tate's hearing is scheduled for May 27.

Downtown Inc is a.public-private partnership representing the City of York's business 

community and promoting investment in Downtown York. Our observation is that 

Columbia Gas's process for the installation of meters, communications with property 

owners, and diligence in adhering to historic designations and other protective 

measures have been significantly flawed. This has led to frustrated property owners 

and negative physical impact to our historic community. Columbia Gas's actions have 

undermined our community's collective impact to improve the look, feel, and safety of 

our community, and counteracted significant state investment in our city.

While the PUC Regulation provides for exceptions for historic properties and properties 

in federally designated historic districts [Section 59.18(d)(l)(ii)(A-p)), Columbia Gas is 

ignoring the historic exception, even in cases where property owners like Mr, Tate have 

requested the exception.'Columbia Gas's suggested mitigation of planting bushes and 

painting meters have neither come to fruition, nor are the corrective actions on par with 

the impact of the installations. Further, repair work to sidewalks following work has 

not been consistent or high quality, resulting in public safety hazards and a significant 

detriment to the historic nature of Downtown York.

Downtown Inc
Downtown Ydrkpa.tbm
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• 2 East Market Street, York PA 17401- 717-849-2331 • Ww.Dot^townYoikPk.corn
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Elaine Bonneau '■:

Directpr/Downtown Inc .

c

• .1'

MP

j. _

__________ _____  . Bi. 

i. These actions fit the language of th^ PUC exceptipri/which calls out 

;-:propertles that are on the National Historic Reglster or in Historjc Pistricts on the. .■ 

' National Register; York Cit/s.Historic District is on.the/Natipnal Register, but Columbia 

, ' has not clearly or consistentiy made.exceptions as allowed by the PUC even when those 

exceptions have been appropriately requested by property owners

? We .ask that Mr. Tate;s concerns be given a fair .hearing by' thq PUC and. that Columbia 

Gas's failure to communicate and mitigate its impact on tho City, of York be corrected 

: throughyour authority.

if we can offer any additional information in support of this letter or Mr, Tate's 

.• ‘ concerns, please let me know.

■ ■ DowntownYorkPS-dorh' .

•MR

I® b owntown Inc 
—

• •• ■ '

Sincerely,



18-15

BETTER YORK

May 15,2020

and its homeowners is disappointing.

R. EricMenzer 

Chairman

Pennsylvania Public U.tility.Cpmfnl$S|pn 

Comlnph wealth of Pennsylvania 

.. 400 North Street .
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Personal contact: ernenzer@vorkrevoutlph.corn 
(717^95-0215

Dear Commissioners: .

• We"writeTh support of the position of Bryan Tat^ hj his complaint before the Conomjssioh; 

. . Better York represents over70 of the leading businesses and investprsAvho.have.spent 40 years and 
mWlonsof doliars /evltanzing ourdpwntown into an architectural and economic showpiece in the. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. York's downtown has Wph numerdusblstoricpreservatlons awards, 

and as businesses, We;have worked together In concert with duf clty'sHistdric Architecture Review 

Board to ensure that renovation imd new Mnstfuttipn work Iscqmpatlbie with York's rich architectural 

legacy. Asa result, York has:a distinctive and vibrant dqwntpwh/ and a larger ?ndIntact Natloha!. 

Historic Register District. ’

the declsion by Columbia Gas to ignore that effort and refuse to Cooperate with.the City.ofYork 

and its homeowners is disapppintlhg.

—■"■ J I1
iMHMVltiS our understanding that the Commission hassupported thosg solutions. 

.We urge you to.respect the, Very significant ’efforts and investment of thousands qf businesses 

and homeowners In downtown York by supporting Mr, Tate, and extending that support to all other 

homeowners and businesses In the City of York.

Sincerely,
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qenevieve h, ray

TQ:

j write'4vearuig.severaj hats /roiic a 40-yearproferatoHaTiife focused oh urban^eyelapniehtknd'his^rk coiwei'vatioii; ' 
i;in rolesyahgingfrpiH private cbnsHlianttoefecteAofHcia’l/as hote^atttiebo^uhi of Udspagelttdicat^.. '! !: : ■
j • H Ji- ■' ;i' ' ' • '• J' ''' 1 • ’{ ■'• b -J-'■' '

■!
;i

■ :.
:

■:.spetiHersitos whereF''qeQrge th^ rich and '

■.famous; ■ ;■ :-‘ L .• :! ■ ;> '■ t
■ i'i '•.

!

‘ '^.1

J

' I

Gcneviev* Ray

York.PA-Ciiy Council Present,2009-3311
Ybrk PA - City Planning Conimissioh Chair, then Cily.Councii meinber^ 2O05r2Ol‘l
City of Cincinnati, OI-1 - Orban Conservator, prlTnary staff person to the city'? Historic Conservation 8oard,.1981-19S7 

. Oy .of Cleveland,pH -- Executive.Qu^torniTihe.non-profit flve«'ff6n.t<evetopnient'dUf.rlc.t; F|ats.Ox(?6w Ayn. l^Z-f^O 
OrntWelgtyMA-LoebPdldiyHh^ftrdU'itye^ilyG^duateSdioOldfpeSign-WS-Z?

jr p

Tills inehApyanduto 5uppoi:t§.the cttniplaint by Pryai Tate, oivrier oT-STS. Pinc St. iiVdoWntown Yprk; rega,rduig 
.Columbia Gas' tosisteiKe tbit gas utyeter's bejnstalW at'fheTroAt fe^ded(his;ptoperty, £c6ritnVuh‘n£ -
Sh-rtctofpiri Yhfk'cfii'stArinrfi^^cHkfpadntkpKfflfihnaiRpokt^nfKicHrirP'iarPt T . . ..

Aitd ljy 2020, toe cceitoinic powerhouse provided by well-preseiv^dliistorto.places.hasbecotne A krtoivn factor in tu'bait. 
(ievelopnient; CduiUryrnnd  ̂rareful attention to the treAhhehtpddstoricdis^isUrjpty recognized nty^epnoriifc 
driver in cities*ievitalizgfion -.historic toul'ism being tjfetytstos^grOWlpg: sector di the tourist And itoW,$kiJl
anddetaHs-maHeh Cafeful attehttori isnoyv ^to’ip.de(a.ife:0f^iuiiity{ toat tthderpin toe infegntyof-historicpibpertieS.

i
'll
I;

ON; .20 Way 2020
.RE:. .. PUC Hearing C-2020-3018966, Bryan Tate vs. Columbia Gns

•. (J *

COL^BIA GAS'INTRANSIGENCE IS A STEP BACKWARD. EAKClER AGREEMENTS SHOULD STAND

Ga^ ineters bn|he primary ■facades of York's historic buildings diminish the integrity of togse prppei Hes/.Cplumbia Gas' 
insistence emplacement of these foreign and unsightly objects detracts froni the value of ourAvell-preservetystractures, 
and impairs uiban revitalization efforts that York's: private and public actors are making all over.downtowxv.

Tty*Uy, there-is no.teaspp for tliisstand-pff. Thei-e is p^cedeitcc’ foi-'ninicable'sohrtiqnsyflnci bs M'i<fate ha$ pQinfed-.put, 

the current case, is j stepbackward ffoih agi;^mejilsearUerbtohmtoeddat:in.Hah:isbtfxg totoelsetyhere,utY6rk.

I’Urge.thePUG-.and Columbia Gas •? to take a step.forward. 

.’X
_>■'

Striictufe in York's historic tftftiictlUtetylrife

1S'.- ’• '■ i.b. J: i‘ . k -i _ ■,.'1 I'...' . H K ■ . :J !; ; ■’

■. i
.'pRES£RVAT.lONTS-AN EcbNOMICPbWERH0US  ̂NOWrDlSTRTCTS AND DETAILS M^TTSR .

;■ ■!

urban conseivqtion & ctesigri
101 rathtpn road 

yerk pq 17403 
7.17-848-3320 

gehray^.comcasl.hel
MEMORANDUM

ADMlNISTRATlVELAW:jyD.GE,PAPublic Utility Chhmii&fon. ■

American history’grew to include grmi$sdf^^^ found .

development; €dunlryrtytac7<?refolatterito^

; i

• /I; *** • ' 7 . ”——— —- - —. T-- r; ;——; ; (

.In olden times-.80 py90 years ago-- "historic pre$eityatip< asja fi^ddid-npf exist, ^ppreqadpri was KseWedfor 
_ _r_ *t ♦ \ t'_J • L'- _ t A f. . t. -f _ »ir% ‘ ■ f > t z 't '• _-1. ‘ I ,v _ j / b ... • ... •.,«• , | V

- famous;

Blit by toe nxid^2p'’J cenfory, pur understandings what was important hacl.grown to^mUudeAvhoie^itles audriyhpie 

neigiib'prhopds, where theseding itsebcontributed to thesi^oihcance.ofthe place, burnnderstamduxg of tKe.sweep of
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juhbt2,2020

c
J. Robert katlwrinaii

jwiis

“We Mean Business"*54

KATHEKMAN & PERRY
ATTORNEYS Al CAW

345 EAST MARKET STREET 

YORK, PENNSYLVANIA-™? 

(717) 064-6124 

. FAX 643-2600

RE:

pearCqinnHs^idnerti:.

, piif btifldiriig is a
magliificeht browrtst'prie whicb haa tli^distihctioh of being included on th& blational HistoiTO Trust . TlW 

30.0 block of EasfMarket Streel lias maiiy su^bf^iinrctures. SirOiig ZQning'Ciitqrepmpnt-ttnd thft . 
Historical Architectural Review Board, have preserved this neighboi kdod, Sbmetihies this rigid 
eiiforeetiierit has been costly and fhistrafing, but thereis nd questioiril 'has been a bulwark against .crass 
conimeraalizaUon and disparate land Uses.

If wasr with honoE and oiVtinge that I heaixt that Coluiiibia Gas wants to place their, large and 
unsightly gas inefers on the front sidewalks of ovii properties. This:despite tlie previous assurances from 

Goliuhbia Gas that they would hot so desecrate ourhohies andoffices..

If I would over bhsd foblislias to try to place somoinechanicarfixiure oni the ground level 
external frorifdfmy buildingi nniltiple municipal ageppies wop^ They would

• state tiiathhe rul^hndT^qlatidnshi  ̂ih place tpTuaihtalh the historic, tirehitectliihh hrid aesthet ic 

integrity ,of tlte neighborhood.

So, why fn.;(he weld’ would Cokunbia Gas be allowed Ito. Violatethese satnelnstoric, 
aiclutccturjiL and aesthetic standarda jusf to ihcrease its profits?

The City of York struggles to maintain its onceTnagnificent heighbofhqpds. Please do not ttfiow 
Cpiunibia Gas to ddvepjtejnorefstake.into the Heart pfthpse efforts. Vleiisejust say .ho!

Very truly yours,

KATHERMAN .& PERRY

PARubiiC biiiity Commission 
400 With Street . 

Harrisburg, PA 17105

.External Gas Meters '

d. ROBERTWHERMAN 

RONALO.PERRY 

STACEY R.MACNEAL 

JAYNE R. KATHERMAN
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When DecisionsMatter

June 9,2020 '

Dear Commissioners:’

I am the-Managing Partner of Stock and Leader, LU* a l&v fift’n- hi York Pehrisyivahia,

then at 377 East Market. The txvq homes-1 owned aiid-in winch I redded .were amonglhe ina;iy’

of the finest private homes in tlte city. The second, and third blocks of East Market Sti'eet are

221 W Plin.Klelphl3 Sl.1.Sullf 600, York.PA 17401 |, Phone; (-717) j Fax: {71.7) 843.-X:r'34 | .SH)tfkahdl;cader.conr

Ronalik L. Hei'shner, ^<pilis 
&reci Dial: (717) '849-1133'' 
^lersimei^siockmiflledderlcafn ■

■ :

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17105

Re: Gas meters on East Market Street, Yptk ..

but t write-lbis letter in a personal, hot a prOfessionardapacity.

For nearly 13 years I lived on East Market Street ip York, first at 373 East Market and 

beautiful and historic homes m what is known as the' Downtown: East neighborhood; My first 
hoihe at 373 is a carefully restored colonial style- residehceEiiiit m'buhd. the original (perhaps 200 

year old) log House that was likely one Of the first homes ih that section ofthe City.' The second 

at.377 Is a magnificerit and stately Eederal/Gporgiah.style mid-I9th .cehfary residence that is onq 

of the finest private homes in the city. The second, and third blocks of East Market Street arc 

blessed with some, of the most attractive and historically significant homes in the City of York. 

Most have been carefully restored anti renovated. If properly maiiitaiiied :ahd protected into the 
future those blocks cab rival any of the historic neighborhoods of. Annapolis, .Maryland, 

Alexandria, Virginia, or Georgetown, DC, So I shudder when I-learn that, the beautWl and 

historic, street scape might be marred by the relocation of gas meters to the front of these 

dwellings.

This might seem like a small matter td someone who does nbt.appreClate the importance 

of preservation of an historic environment. Yet 0hb of the commentsI sb bfteii.hear from out of 

town, visitors is an appreciation of the architectural beauty of York's downtown. Ro many other 

cities of a similar size have lost.toe character of the.historic.housing stock, and attractive street 
scape. To maintain 'an attractive and desirable urban residential environment it is important to
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prppej

Ronald t; Hershnei ...

cc::

mass

402flfi-

' June'9,2020 ■

■jUgeS : ■■ .

RLH/glb.
•; .Mr. Bryan Tate

Nites B'ehn/Esquive :

have ridt W quality housing Stock, but aisp a Aveil-maintained and attractive street scape. 

When that .residential envii-diimerit; is also historic, ai^cl arclutecturaliy sigoificaiit it is -vital tp: 

;■ preserve not .only die fine structures but also preserve an.aesthetically pleasing street scqpe.

I urge you. to deny the:request to relocate gas meters to the street side of these properties. 

The relocation of metei's: would liarni. the historic aesthetic; and . architectural value, of these. 

..... 'erties.and'woulddiminishonepfthegreataftributesoftheCityofYork.

Veiy tiuly'yours, i /’J . ■ .
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BHis.TORieYoia

June 1,2020

Administrative Law Judge

Harnsbiirg.'PA, 171.20
1

RE: Bryan Tate vs.’Columbia Gas PUG Hearing.02020-3018966

tlM PA Code regulating gas-nieter placement.

districts. However,

Weask the PUG to uphold the historie.excepta of the

25 NortlrDuke Street Suite 303 

York, Pennsylvania 17401

Dear Judge Haas:

I write to you in su.

PA Code regulating gas meter placement.

Sincerely,

Historic
exterior altetalion and desecration.

* ■’'y-G-'i?;i !

BiiHUlng the Future wlih ArctflUctufG.of'l^Tasr'

?Wi st
ii r 

i;.

I write w you in support ofBtyan Tate and.his formal complaint

DisiriC! adifo NatiOnai Register of FliSforw Places - to protect Yorkts^ historic stniptiaes froot

Historic York welcomes the opportunity to ptjrtnerwirtr utilities fo.i>>ti^veand.inodo^se^WP 

hlsb honoring state and federal protections forhistoric integrity of buildings in recognized historic . 

listricts' Hmvever, Columbia pashasf»otsppglit partnership with any lo“^0V®rmne?!,.jSSlj . 
neighborhood, historic organization, or residents, to prodpiS workable solutions to avoid installing gas 

hietecs hi front of properties in Yoik’s Historic. District.

Therefore tve cannot sit by while Columbia Gas continues.to.destroy York’s Histpric District- York’s 
Si£Sms-YorkCity’sg^teatlassets, Weask the PUC to uphold the historteexceptw of the

Wahtjallagher 

Board President

■ Mr. Steven K. Hatis
Administrative Law Judge
Pehnsy!vati ia’PiibHc Utility Commission 

400 North Street

v. •■

I
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Hello.

Sincerely,

Wm. Craig£umbrun

Chair

I write oh behalf of the appellant, Bryan Tate. I serve as the Chair of the York 
City Historic Architectural Review Board (HARB). We have heard numerous 
appeals and complaints from residents of our historic district who have attempted 
without success to stop .the. Installations of new gas meters at the front of their 
historic houses. We have had encouraging conversations with a representative 
of the gas company who Indicated a current window, of opportunity for strong 
representations of the district and (he owners who seek relief from the installation 
of gas meters at the front of these historic homes.

Mr. Tate's home is in exceptionally fine condition and is highly representative of 
this housing type from it's time of construction. The York City. Historic . 
Architectural Review. Board has strongly.encouraged alternative placement of 
new gas metering systems so as to preserve the street facing, view of ail historic 
homes In the district. We believe this house to be a stellar example of a 19th 
Century Home. We would strongly encourage Columbia Gas to look for , 

. alternative locations of a new meter system that would not obstruct or otherwise 
malign the street face view of this important property in the district. .

We urge the PUC to seriously consider the esthetic value of such conscientiously 
maintained historic properties in the community and urge that Columbia Gas find, 
alternative sites for metering and preserve the facing street view of this fine Pine 
Street house that Mr. Tate owns.

Thank you for your consideration and if you have any questions please do not 
has to take to contact me at 717-586-7381 or via email..

City of York
Historical Architecture Board of Review (HARB)

101 S. George Street York, PA 17403

l/l



July, 10th 2020

Honorable Steven K. Hass:

Thank you far iur consideration Sir,

Ml

41 Cinema Diive • York, PA lyaos • OiTi.-r 71',’Si4-42«3 » Fax?!?755-3J32 • Homesp.le.ami

ua^n

A meiobtr w’llw (rjuchiw jyiwn u.? HJlfl AfttiW. U.C

Michael Wheeler, Realtoi

41 Cinema Drive

York, PA 17402

Slnven K. Hass

Administrative Law Jridqt? 

Pennsylvania Public l/nlily Cunnnissioii

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

The Region’s Provider of Real Estale, Mortgage, Settlement and Insurance. Services
HomeSale Mortgage, Li£ • HorueSale Settlement Services • HomeSnle Insurance Services

York City has made great strides in beautification efforts within its Historic 

District. It is a shame that we now see unsightly and potentially dangerous 

gas meters being moved to the exterior positions on structures.

This property sits on a corner and the meter may endanger pedestrians in the 

narrow passage and that combined with its unsightliness in the heart of the 

Historic District would be counterproductive to the goals of Historic York.

I am writing to you today to request that you intervene on behalf of the

businesses and residences of York's Historic District.

I

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY Homesale Realty
HomeServices

TATE EXHIBIT NO. 19

/ ///IM''’*''
Wheeler, LUenoed-RealtDT-

(?17) 577-6075

MWBBFANraaol.com

With over 36 years of experience as a partner in York County's most successful 

Real Estate Team, I can attest to the significant reduction of value this will 

have in particular on 52 S. Pine Street.

ff 6 tj''X


