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PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Joel Wilkes						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2021-3024389
							:
Duquesne Light Company				:



INTERIM ORDER
GRANTING REQUEST FOR A CONTINUANCE

		On January 26, 2021, Joel Wilkes (Complainant) filed a Formal Complaint against Duquesne Light Company.  The Complainant alleges that Duquesne Light placed a vault in such a manner that it crushed his sewer line, causing the sewer to back up at his property.  As relief, the Complainant requests Duquesne Light to pay his plumber to fix the sidewalk, sanitize his basement, and pay his expenses and lost rent.

		Duquesne Light filed an Answer and Preliminary Objections on April 7, 2021.  By Interim Order entered on June 2, 2021, the Preliminary Objections were denied and the parties were referred to the Commission’s Mediation Unit to attempt to resolve their dispute.  The parties were unable to agree to a resolution, and a hearing was scheduled in the above case for September 8, 2021.  

		By email dated August 30, 2021, counsel for Duquesne Light Company, Emily M. Farah, requested a continuance of the hearing so that the parties could arrange settlement discussions.  The Complainant, Joel Wilkes, did not object.[footnoteRef:1]  The parties conferred and presented three mutually agreeable dates for a rescheduled hearing. [1:  	Although Ms. Farah’s email noted that the Complainant is represented by counsel, as of this writing, no attorney has entered an appearance on behalf of Mr. Wilkes.] 


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the request for a continuance is granted.

		2.	That the hearing scheduled to take place on September 8, 2021, is cancelled.

		3.	That the hearing shall be rescheduled for September 29, 2021, at 10:00 a.m.

		4.	That should the parties require additional time for settlement discussions, a request for a further continuance shall include a proposal for further proceedings, which may include a proposal for status reports or a prehearing conference in lieu of an evidentiary hearing.

		5.	That the parties are reminded that Commission policy encourages settlement and that they should continue to communicate with each other in an attempt to resolve their dispute.

		6.	That all other provisions of the August 2, 2021 Prehearing Order remain in effect.


Date:  September 1, 2021 						/s/				
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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