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BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, 	:		A-2021-3024267
Inc., (APW), under Sections 1102 and 1329 of 	:
[bookmark: _Hlk82767807]the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code, 66 Pa C.S. 	:
§§ 1102(a) and 1329 (relating to enumeration of 	:
acts requiring certificate and valuation of 		:
acquired water and wastewater systems), for 	:
approval of: (1) the transfer, by sale, of 		:
substantially all of the wastewater system assets, 	:
properties and rights of Lower Makefield Township :
(LMT) related to its wastewater collection and 	:
conveyance system; (2) the right of APW to begin 	:
to offer or furnish wastewater service to the public 	:
in Lower Makefield Township, Bucks County, 	:
Pennsylvania; and (3) the use for ratemaking 	:
purposes of the lesser fair market value or the 	:
negotiated purchase price of the LMT assets related	:
to its wastewater collection and conveyance system	:



INTERIM ORDER
DENYING PRELIMINARY OBJECTIONS FILED BY LOWER MAKEFIELD
TOWNSHIP WITHOUT PREJUDICE, AS BEING MOOT

		Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc., (Applicant or Aqua) filed an Application with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) on May 14, 2021, for approval, inter alia, of its acquisition of the wastewater system assets of Lower Makefield Township pursuant to Sections 1102 and 1329 of the Public Utility Code (Code).

		Notice of the application was published in the August 21, 2021 edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin with a protest deadline of September 7, 2021.  51 Pa.B. 5343.  

		Peter A. Lachance (Protestant) filed a Protest to the Application on or about August 27, 2021.
		On September 8, 2021, the Applicant filed preliminary objections seeking dismissal of the protest because the Applicant contended that Protestant did not establish his standing to protest the application.

		On September 10, 2021, Lower Makefield Township (Township) filed preliminary objections seeking dismissal of the protest because the Township contended that Protestant did not establish his standing to protest the application, and averring that the Protest includes impertinent, scandalous matter and was insufficiently specific.  

		At the prehearing conference on September 9, 2021, the Township advised it would be filing preliminary objections by September 10, 2021 and Protestant agreed to file a response to the preliminary objections on or before September 15, 2021.  Protestant filed a response to the preliminary objections on or before September 17, 2021.

		On September 20, 2021, an initial decision was entered granting the Preliminary Objections filed by Applicant and dismissing the Protest filed by Peter A. Lachance.  Under the circumstances, the preliminary Objections filed by the Township are now moot, and the following Interim Order will be entered.

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the preliminary objection of Lower Makefield Township to dismiss the protest of the Peter A. Lachance at Docket No. A-2021-3024267, is denied without prejudice, as moot.


Date:  September 23, 2021						/s/				
							Jeffrey A. Watson
							Administrative Law Judge
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