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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, 		:		A-2021-3024267
Inc., (APW), under Sections 1102 and 1329 of 		:
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code, 66 Pa C.S. 		:
§§ 1102(a) and 1329 (relating to enumeration of 		:
acts requiring certificate and valuation of 			:
acquired water and wastewater systems), for 		:
approval of: (1) the transfer, by sale, of 			:
substantially all of the wastewater system assets, 		:
properties and rights of Lower Makefield Township 	:
(LMT) related to its wastewater collection and 		:
conveyance system; (2) the right of APW to begin 		:
to offer or furnish wastewater service to the public 		:
in Lower Makefield Township, Bucks County, 		:
Pennsylvania; and (3) the use for ratemaking 		:
purposes of the lesser fair market value or the 		:
negotiated purchase price of the LMT assets related	 	:
to its wastewater collection and conveyance system. 	:



INTERIM ORDER
 APPROVING JOINT STIPULATION FOR THE ADMISSION OF TESTIMONY AND EXHIBITS, PROVIDING FOR THE FILING OF OBJECTIONS TO ANY SETTLEMENT AND RESPONSES TO OBJECTIONS AND
REVISING THE LITIGATION SCHEDULE


		On September 29, 2021, counsel for Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater Inc., submitted a Joint Stipulation of the Bureau of Investigation And Enforcement of the Public Utility Commission, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, Lower Makefield Township and Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc., For Admission of Testimony and Exhibits (Joint Stipulation).  Subsequently, on September 29, 2021, the evidentiary hearing was convened as scheduled.  At the evidentiary hearing, Protestant, Barry Summers joined in the Joint Stipulation, without objection from any party.  Accordingly, the Joint Stipulation will be approved.

		The evidentiary hearing was concluded on September 29, 2021.  Under the circumstances, the hearing scheduled for September 30, 2021 was cancelled.

		At the conclusion of the evidentiary hearing, the Parties indicated that they are continuing to engage in settlement discussions and agreed to a revision to the litigation schedule as set forth in the ordering paragraphs below.  In addition, the Parties agreed to a deadline for any Party or Protestant to file objections to any settlement reached in this proceeding and responses to be filed to any objections to settlement.

	Under the circumstances, the following Order will be entered.

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. 	That the written Joint Stipulation of the Bureau of Investigation And Enforcement of the Public Utility Commission, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, Lower Makefield Township and Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc., For Admission of Testimony and Exhibits dated September 29, 2021, to include Protestant Barry Summers, is approved.

2. 	That the Litigation Schedule set in this proceeding by Order entered on September 10, 2021, is hereby amended to provide for a period of time for non-settling Protestants and non-settling Parties to file objections to any settlement made in this proceeding and to modify the deadlines previously set, as follows:

a) Main Briefs and Joint Petitions to Approve Settlement or Partial Settlement, to include Statements in Support of Settlement by the Settling Parties, shall be filed and served on all Parties and Protestants, electronically, no later than 4:30 pm on October 8, 2021. 

b) All Statements of Objections to any Settlement or Partial Settlement, shall be filed by non-settling Parties and non-settling Protestants, and served on all Parties and Protestants, electronically, no later than 4:30 pm on October 13, 2021, and shall set forth the reasons for the objection to any settlement or partial settlement in this proceeding.

c) Reply Briefs and Responses to Statements of Objections to any Settlement or Partial Settlement shall be filed and served on all Parties and Protestants, electronically, no later than 4:30 pm on October 18, 2021. 

3. 	That the parties must comply with 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.501, et seq, regarding the preparation and filing of briefs.

4. 	That, in addition to filing and serving all Briefs, Settlement Petitions, Statements in Support of Settlement, Objections to Settlement and Responses to Objections to Settlement, the parties and protestants shall submit an electronic copy of all such documents, when filed, to the undersigned Presiding Officer in a Microsoft Office Word  format.

5. 	That any Briefs, Settlement  Petitions and Statements in Support of Settlement  filed in this case shall clearly set forth, in the text of the document, and not as a reference to an exhibit or other document, the essential terms of the Settlement. Any Joint Settlement Petition and Briefs shall include proposed findings of fact, proposed conclusions of law, proposed ordering paragraphs and a procedural history, with specific citations to the record, where applicable.  The Parties shall promptly confer and agree upon a list of common issues which the Parties shall utilize in the organization of all Briefs, the settlement petition and all statements in support of settlement filed  in these proceedings.  All issues addressed in the settlement petition and statements in support of settlement and briefs shall be structured so that all parties’ briefs, statements in support of settlement and the settlement petition discuss identical issues as identified by the parties. 

6. 	That the Parties are further reminded to provide the undersigned presiding officer with a copy of all Settlement Documents, Statements in Support of Settlement, Objections to Settlement, Responses to Objections to Settlement and Main and Reply Briefs in WORD format.

7. 	That the evidentiary hearing scheduled for September 30, 2021 is cancelled.


Date: September 29, 2021				_______________/s/___________________
Jeffrey A. Watson
Administrative Law Judge
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