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Administrative Law Judge Elizabeth Barnes  September 3, 2021 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Office of Administration Law Judge 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg PA   17120 

Re:   C-2021-3027093 
Francene Tearpock-Martini v. UGI Utilities, Inc. 
Miscellaneous/Other - dispute 

Prepared by Complainant, Francene Tearpock-Martini for this Honorable Court's consideration.   

1. BRIEF STATEMENT OF THE CASE TO BE MADE PART OF THE RECORD

A. The Complainant, Francene Tearpock-Martini and the Tearpock-Martini Property:  

Francene Tearpock-Martini is the owner of real property improved with a single-family home 
and Carriage House and Lands of Francene Tearpock-Martini, with an address of 56 South Main Street, 
Shickshinny, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania 18655, and more particularly described in a deed and 
recorded to Luzerne County Deed Book, attached copy of Deed recorded March 6th, 2017.  See Exhibit 
"A".     

B.  The Defendants, UGI Utilities: 

The Defendants to this case are UGI Utilities who currently provide Electric services to 
Shickshinny Borough community and provide pole access to a variety of subsidiaries including Verizon, 
Frontier and Cable companies.  With the heavier loads over time the poles have expanded in size and 
height and have moved their locations.   See Exhibit "B". 

C.  General Nature of the Tearpock-Martini Property: 

The Tearpock-Martini Property is unique.  It is adjacent to three  (3) streets.   South Main Street 
lies alongside the Tearpock-Martini Property to the East, W. Butler Street abuts the Tearpock-Martini 
Property to the South and Furnace Street is adjacent to the Tearpock-Martini Property to the North.     
The Tearpock-Martini Property is situated upon an escarpment.  The Lands of Tearpock-Martini are 
separated from the main parcel by the Furnace Street.   See Exhibit "C".    

 Likewise, the House is of a unique and historical character.  Tearpock-Martini has been at this 
Property since 1977.  In 2009 it was nominated and placed on the National Register of Historic Places.    
Tearpock-Martini has also been recognized by the Wyoming Valley Luzerne County Historical Society in 
2002 for her efforts to restore the Home and Property.  See Exhibit "D". 

Francene Tearpock-Martini is the 3rd owner (150 years) of this Historic Property since 1861 
when one of the Founders of the Town, George Washington Search, plotted out what is now Shickshinny 
Borough, and selected these lots to make his home.  See Exhibit "E", History of G.W. Search and 
Shickshinny Borough.   
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D.  Interfering Actions of the UGI Utilities: 

As UGI Utilities began expanding their market increasing the loads on their poles they chose a 
pole at the Tearpock-Martini location to install "guy wires" onto her Private Property.   This trespass 
became a safety hazard and liability issue with the owner.   Francene Tearpock-Martini immediately 
began contacting UGI Utilities to remove their wires but instead the wires increased over time.   They 
move their poles at will causing hardship to her landscaping and trees as well as liability and safety 
hazards.     See Exhibit "F".   

Francene Tearpock-Martini continued contacting UGI Utilities in person, by phone and in writing 
dating back to 2005 when she acquired the Lands requesting documented proof that these "guy wires" 
could be placed upon her Private Property.  Tearpock-Martini also documented the discussions through 
email communications.   No proof has been provided.  They continue to trespass.  See Exhibit "G". 

It is clear to Complainant that prior to her acquisition of the Lands, having lived at said Property 
since 1977, and through Abstract title search, deeds, maps, knowledge and research of said Lands that a 
dwelling was at that location until torn down during said period of acquisition which abutted the 
sidewalk area of said Lands.  The concrete foundation still remains at that location.   Previously, there 
were no "guy wires" there.   There was a dwelling there.  Francene Tearpock-Martini never gave 
permission to trespass.   See Exhibit "H", Map Registered Luzerne County, 1959.    Survey Map, April 08, 
2005. Abstract Map, Sanborn Maps.  

There are a number of other reasonable options available for the Utility company that would 
not affect the Tearpock-Martini Property in any way nor service to any customers including herself.  
Tearpock-Martini has "No Trespassing" signs on her Property and they are enforced.    See Exhibit "I". 
PennDOT does not even have a Right of Way on Francene Tearpock-Martini Property.  See Exhibit "J". 

SUMMARY OF THIS CASE BEFORE THE HONORABLE JUDGE:  

 For your Honor's Consideration, I have provided all information in my possession to the best of my 
knowledge to establish my rights as a Property owner and to provide you with a view of my Property 
and surrounding environment.  Likely you have not visited this place.    Much of beautiful Shickshinny 
has been lost due to flooding in the lower plain and now only a memory.   My home was first owned by 
George Washington Search c.1861, one of 4 men, Founders of our Town. The 2nd owner was Dr. Miron 
Briggs, 1920's, and I am the third owner having purchased it in 1977.  I have done many things to bring 
back the beauty and history of this section of town.  I am grateful for the opportunity to contribute to 
the salvation of this section of our Borough. I have found pleasure restoring everything and living here. 
From time to time I make some changes in the landscaping which further enhances the beauty 
surrounding the Search Property.  Included are some older photography of the Search House Property 
so you can see the evolution.      

Respectfully Submitted, 
Francene Tearpock-Martini 
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11. (A) EXHIBITS:

 A.  1.   Tearpock-Martini Deed of Confirmation, Luzerne County Deed Book - Indenture made 
    March 6th, 2017. 

 B.     Photographic composite view of Utility poles surrounding block of properties from 
South Main Street, W. Butler, Church Street, Furnace Street to South Main Street. 

  1   South Main Street   
2. W. Butler Street
3. Church Street
4. Furnace Street

 C.     Photograph of Francene Tearpock-Martini Property a.k.a. Search Property. 
1. East View
2. South View
3. North View
4. Arboretum, Furnace Street, North View
5. Lands of Francene Tearpock-Martini, North View

   D.     Newspaper articles. 

 1 - 3 Newspaper article from Bloomsburg Press Enterprise 
 4 - 5 Newspaper article from Wilkes-Barre Times Leader - April 13, 2002 

     E.     Historic significance of Search Shickshinny Property. 

1. Historic Marker, National Register of Historic Places
2. Biography of George Washington Search

    F.      Movement of Poles. 

1. Photograph Pole Installation, Furnace Street sidewalk.
2. Register receipt date of Photograph pole installation.
3. (a) Photograph trespass on Property.

(b) Guy wires
(c) Damage to landscape
(d) Chubb Insurance

     G.     Ongoing requests to UGI utilities dating from 2005. 

1. Written USPS correspondence to UGI Utilities regarding Poles and 'guy
wires" 2005.
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    (a)  Before and after photos  

2. Email thread with UGI Utilities regarding "guy wires" request Documents and proof
of access and trespass.

  H.     1.  Map Registered Luzerne County, 1959 

2. Survey Map, 2005.

3. Abstract - Map

4. 1873 Business Map

5. Sanborn Maps 1893 - 1939

  I.       Photo - No Trespassing Signs, Lands of Francene Tearpock-Martini 

  J.       PennDOT - Correspondence Engineering District 4-0 to Borough of Shickshinny 
 cc:  Francene Tearpock-Martini et al.   (2) pages. 

Complainant reserves the right to utilize any and all exhibits identified by the Defendants in their Pre-
Hearing filings.   

CC: Larry R. Crayne, Esquire Representing UGI Utilities, Inc.  
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June 13, 2005 

Mr. Joseph Rymar Re:  48, 50, 52, 56 South Main Street 
UGI Utilities, Inc.         Shickshinny, PA   18655 
400 Stewart Road 
Hanover Industrial Estates 
Wilkes-Barre PA  18706 

Dear Mr. Rymar: 

I am writing to you with regard to two separate matters as they pertain to your utility 
poles adjacent to my properties in Shickshinny.   You are already familiar with the one 
situation where I have complained about the utility pole being situated in the sidewalk on 
the Furnace Street side of my property.   

The utility pole on the Furnace Street side is in the way of pedestrians and to my 
maintenance of that sidewalk which is my responsibility.   I am unable to properly 
navigate my snow blower around that pole in order to clean my sidewalks on Furnace 
Street.    

The last letter you sent to me in January 2005 focused upon the ADA issues and 
guidelines and you clarified your position that the width allows wheelchair accessibility. 
However, I still am unable to properly maintain my walkway with a snow blower.   

As you also know from our discussions, I purchased the property up from my original 
parcel of 56 South Main Street on Furnace Street and to let you know, I have just 
completed my surveys and a reverse subdivision to include that parcel onto my main 
parcel.   I will be working with contractors to improve that parcel to include bringing my 
stone wall up to that corner near Garrison Alley, iron fencing, and other beautification of 
the parcel making it into a lovely arboretum to compliment my historic home.   Your 
utility pole is an eyesore in the midst of all of this.   I know you are familiar with 
eyesores since I have seen your picture in the newspaper in your plight to improve the 
surroundings of Newport Township where you reside.   We all want to improve eyesores 
especially those of us that work so hard to make our properties beautiful.  

I am somewhat confused on re-reading your letter to me of January 21st.   You say the 
pole can be relocated at my cost.   Initially before the pole was even installed and I 
complained, I was informed that that location was ‘written in stone’.  I was further 
informed when I suggested that the pole be placed across Furnace Street that the property 
owner there would not allow it even though that would be the ideal location for the pole 
especially since there is no sidewalk there. 
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Joe Rymar, UGI Utilities 
June 13, 2005 

Well, be advised that I am the property owner of that location, 48, 50 and 52 South Main 
Street corner of Furnace Street.    Now that brings to mind the second matter.   At that 
corner of Furnace Street, you have placed a telephone pole there with pulleys and cable 
wires holding it in place, which pulleys and cable wires are extended into my property 
and in the way of work that I am planning to accomplish there.   Therefore, I ask that you 
remove these from my property as soon as possible.    

While you are in the area you might want to take another look at that utility pole that 
blocks my view on Furnace Street and is in the way of my snow blower and explain to 
me why now you are saying it could be moved but at my expense, but previously it was 
written in stone that it must be placed in that exact spot where it is an impediment to my 
overall view and maintenance. 

Sincerely, 

Francene Tearpock-Martini 

Cc:  Richard Gill 
       Norm Williams, Engineering 

       Lon Greenberg, CEO, UGI Utilities Corporation 
       P.O. Box 858 
       Valley Forge, PA   19482-0858  
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