BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Sandra Lewis, a/k/a					:
Sandra Sherred					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2020-3016742
							:
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority		:



THIRD INTERIM ORDER

Utility to File Status Report

		On January 24, 2020, Sandra Lewis, a/k/a Sandra Sherred (Complainant or Ms. Lewis) filed a formal complaint against Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (Respondent or PWSA) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  Complainant alleged Respondent created a reliability, safety or quality problem on her property because its storm waterline sprays water onto Complainant’s property, causing damage to her property.  Complainant asserted she filed a complaint with Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas (Allegheny Common Pleas) against PWSA and a local cemetery, and the complaint was stayed pending resolution of this formal complaint.

		On February 27, 2020, Respondent filed its Answer (Answer) in which PWSA generally denied Complainant’s allegations.  PWSA admitted it provides wastewater service to the service address but denied its wastewater line was spraying water onto Complainant’s property or that it failed to maintain the wastewater infrastructure located on or near Complainant’s property.  PWSA averred Complainant failed to allege a violation of the Commission’s regulations and/or Orders, or of the Public Utility Code.  

		On June 25, 2020, the Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) issued a Call-In Telephonic Hearing Notice scheduling this matter to be heard at an initial telephonic hearing on Tuesday, August 18, 2020.  On June 30, 2020, the presiding officer issued the Prehearing Order which outlined various procedural matters, including how to request a continuance.

		On July 31, 2020, Respondent sent a continuance request via email to the presiding officer.  Respondent indicated the parties were working on a resolution but requested additional time.  Specifically, Respondent requested a postponement of 60 days, during which time the parties would either settle the matter, report back to the presiding officer a request to have a hearing if unresolved or request additional time.  On the same day, counsel for Complainant indicated Complainant had no objection to the request.

		On August 3, 2020, the presiding officer issued the Second Interim Order which ordered Respondent to file a status report on or before October 5, 2020.  The Second Interim Order ordered the case to be continued generally in order to provide the parties with time in which to effectuate a settlement.  

		On October 5, 2020, Respondent filed a Status Report which indicated the parties engaged in settlement discussions which resulted in an acceptable proposal to both parties.  The parties requested additional time per Complainant’s request the docket remain open until the agreed-upon repairs were completed.  PWSA averred it would file a Certificate of Satisfaction when the repair project was completed.  Since October 5, 2020, neither party has communicated with the Commission on this docket.  

		Pursuant to 52 Pa.Code § 5.81, with or without motion, the presiding officer may make any orders concerning the conduct of the proceeding as may avoid unnecessary costs or delays.  Respondent and Complainant disagreed previously about the facts but indicated a settlement might be possible.  For that reason, a continuance was granted to provide the parties with the requested time.  However, that continuance has extended for over one year without any additional communication from either party.


		NOW, it appearing much time has elapsed and it remains unclear if the parties settled the dispute, the presiding officer will order Respondent, in the paragraphs below, to supply the presiding officer with a status report on or before Friday, November 12, 2021.  The status report will include the status of the dispute and the result of the attempts to settle the dispute.  In addition, the status report must indicate whether Respondent intends to file a certificate of satisfaction.

		FURTHERMORE, if Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority does not file a certificate of satisfaction on or before Friday, November 12, 2021, a hearing will be scheduled at which the parties will be required to appear.    

THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1.	That Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority will file a letter with the Secretary’s Bureau on or before November 12, 2021, which indicates the status of the settlement activities.

2.	That this proceeding will be scheduled for a subsequent hearing if a Certificate of Satisfaction is not filed on or before November 12, 2021.


Date:  October 15, 2021							/s/			
								Katrina L. Dunderdale
								Administrative Law Judge
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