BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Vegan Commissary, LLC				:
							:
	v.						:		C-2021-3028149
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



ORDER 
GRANTING CONTINUANCE


On August 23, 2021, Steven Laurence, on behalf of Vegan Commissary, LLC (Vegan Commissary), filed a formal complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW), docket number C-2021-3028149.  Mr. Laurence identified himself as President and Chief Executive Officer of Vegan Commissary.  In his complaint, Mr. Laurence averred that PGW is threatening to shut of his service or has already shut off his service, and that he would like a payment arrangement.  As requested relief, Mr. Laurence wants PGW to enter into a reasonable payment arrangement that would allow him to continue to operate the business while paying off the debt incurred during the pandemic closing.

On September 15, 2021, PGW filed an answer to Mr. Laurence’s complaint.  In its answer, PGW admitted or denied the various averments in the complaint.  In particular, PGW states that in April 2021, Mr. Laurence entered into a payment agreement for $136 plus the current bill for 18 months.  PGW avers Mr. Laurence broke the payment agreement in July 2021 due to no payments, and thereafter PGW issued a shut off notice.  PGW further avers that, after being contacted by Mr. Laurence regarding another payment arrangement, PGW advised Mr. Laurence that another payment agreement cannot be offered.  PGW asserts that the account is commercial and does not qualify for a Commission payment agreement.

On September 17, 2021, the Commission issued an initial telephonic hearing notice setting a formal call-in telephonic hearing for this matter for Tuesday, October 26, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. and assigning me as the presiding officer.  In anticipation of that hearing, I issued a prehearing order on September 17, 2021 setting forth various rules that would govern that proceeding.  

On October 20, 2021, I received an e-mail from Mr. Laurence, asking for a continuance to seek counsel.  PGW did not object to the request for a continuance.  Without objection, I informally granted the request for continuance via email on October 20, 2021 and canceled the October 26, 2021 hearing.

The purpose of this order is to formalize the continuance of the October 26, 2021 hearing and provide further instructions regarding this matter. 

Section 5.483 of the Commission’s regulations provides presiding officers with the authority to regulate the course of proceedings.  52 Pa.Code § 5.483(a).  Presiding officers are required to conduct fair and impartial hearings and maintain order.  52 Pa.Code § 5.485(a).  Except as otherwise provided by statute, requests for continuance of hearings or for extension of time in which to perform an act required or allowed to be done at or within a specified time by this title or by order of the Commission or presiding officer, shall be by motion in writing, timely filed with the Commission, stating the facts on which the application rests.  52 Pa.Code § 1.15(b).  Only for good cause shown will requests for continuance be considered.  Id.

In this case, there is good cause for a continuance to be granted.  The Commission requires Vegan Commissary, LLC to be represented by counsel at a formal hearing.  52 Pa.Code § 1.21.  Without counsel, Mr. Brody will be unable to pursue his claim at a formal hearing.  Additionally, Mr. Laurence made a timely request for a continuance, and PGW did not object to Mr. Laurence’s request for a continuance.  Therefore, good cause exists for a continuance of the hearing to provide Mr. Laurence an opportunity to pursue his claim.  Mr. Laurence shall have 30 days from the date of this order to obtain counsel and have counsel enter a notice of appearance in this proceeding.  Once a notice of appearance is filed, a new hearing will be scheduled.  If counsel does not enter an appearance within 30 days, I will entertain a motion to dismiss for failure to prosecute.  
ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the motion for a continuance made by complainant on October 20, 2021 in the above referenced docket is granted.

2. That good cause exists for the hearing scheduled for October 26, 2021 to be continued to allow complainant to seek counsel.

3. That complainant shall have 30 days from today’s date to obtain counsel and have counsel enter a notice of appearance in this proceeding.  Once a notice of appearance is filed, a new hearing will be scheduled.



Date:	October 21, 2021	_____/s/_______________________
			John M. Coogan
		Administrative Law Judge


4
C-2021-3028149 – STEVEN LAURENCE/VEGAN COMMISSARY LLC v. PHILADELPHIA GAS WORKS


STEVEN J. LAURENCE 
VEGAN COMMISSARY LLC
1429 WOLF ST
PHILADELPHIA PA  19145
215.964.3232
vegancommissary@gmail.com
Accepts eService

LAURETO FARINAS ESQUIRE
PHILADELPHIA GAS WORKS
4th Floor
800 W MONTGOMERY AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA PA  19122
215.684.6982
laureto.farinas@pgworks.com
Accepts eService




