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: 
ORDER

This Order is issued pursuant to the authority granted to presiding officers under the regulations of the Commission at 52 Pa. Code §5.483.  The undersigned has been designated as the presiding officer in these cases. 
On January 22, 2021, the Office of Consumer Advocate filed an unopposed Motion to suspend the Procedural Schedule in these cases which schedule had been formalized in an Order issued October 5, 2020.  After October, 2020, there followed a succession of hearing dates, memorialized in the OCA Motion, that were repeatedly rescheduled as the parties sought to settle these matters.

As explained in the OCA Motion, separate from but roughly parallel in time to these Verizon PCO proceedings, the OCA and OSBA entered into a settlement with the United Telephone Company of Pennsylvania, d/b/a CenturyLink, of similar OCA complaints against CenturyLink’s 2018 and 2019 Price Stability Mechanism (PSM) filings (Docket Nos. R-2018-3004019, R-2019-3012239, et al.) (CenturyLink).  That Joint Petition for Approval for Settlement Agreement of the contested CenturyLink PSM filings was submitted to the Office of Administrative Law Judge and the Commission in January, 2020.  Chief Deputy ALJ Joel H. Cheskis and ALJ Benjamin J. Myers issued a Recommended Decision in CenturyLink on June 1, 2020, recommending rejection of the Settlement. The CenturyLink Settlement, Recommended Decision, and exceptions thereto are still pending before the Commission as of the date of issuance of this Order.
The OCA noted in its Motion that there is no time requirement for Commission resolution of the CenturyLink Settlement Petition and Recommended Decision.  However, the usefulness of the CenturyLink Settlement as a guide for resolution of these proceedings is unresolved.  The OCA stated in its Motion that it believes that there is still a possibility for settlement of some or all issues in the matter of the contested Verizon PA and Verizon North PCO filings. 

The OCA also stated in its Motion that overlaying the challenge of addressing these novel issues which concern Chapter 30 Plan language, changes in tax law, annual price change filings, and the Verizon interest calculation issue was the fact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Governor’s Disaster Proclamation, and the continued operation of Commonwealth offices by telework.  The OCA submitted that suspension of a procedural schedule would be appropriate pursuant to the Commission’s Emergency Order dated March 20, 2020, related to suspension of statutory and regulatory deadlines.  The OCA proposed that the Parties provide the Presiding Officer with a status report every 90 days during the suspension period, during which time the Parties may continue settlement discussions and evaluate developments – if any – in the pending CenturyLink proceeding.
At the time, I verbally advised the parties that their Motion would be granted.  It does not, however, appear that an Order formally granting the Motion was issued as it was in other similar proceedings.  To correct this deficiency, and given that the CenturyLink proceeding is still before the Commission on exceptions, this Order memorializes the grant of the Motion for Suspension of the Procedural Schedule in these cases as confirmed to the parties by me on January 22, 2021.
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That the Motion of the Office of Consumer Advocate filed on January 22, 2021, to suspend litigation in the above listed cases is granted effective January 22, 2021.

2.
That going forward, any party may request the rescheduling of a prehearing conference. 

3.
That every ninety (90) days from the date of the issuance of this Order, the parties shall apprise the presiding officer of the status of these cases.

Date:
December 3, 2021



______/s/________________________



Dennis J. Buckley



Administrative Law Judge
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