BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Jiny Martinez						:
							:
v.						:		F-2021-3029925
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



ORDER GRANTING CONTINUANCE

On November 22, 2021, Jiny Martinez (Ms. Martinez) filed a Formal Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW), wherein she requested a payment arrangement.  PGW filed an Answer to the Complaint on December 28, 2021, admitting or denying the averments of the Complaint and requesting that the Commission dismiss the Complaint.

On December 29, 2021, a Hearing Notice was served to the parties scheduling this matter for a hearing on February 10, 2022, and assigning the case to me.

On February 2, 2022, PGW filed a Motion for Continuance in this matter.  In support of its Motion, PGW indicated that the parties were in communication and would like more time to attempt to effectuate a settlement in this matter.  The Motion asserted that Ms. Martinez is in agreement with continuing the hearing.

Requests for continuances are governed by Section 1.15 of the Commission’s regulations, which states, in relevant part:

§ 1.15. Extensions of time and continuances.

(b) Except as otherwise provided by statute, requests for continuance of hearings or for extension of time in which to perform an act required or allowed to be done at or within a specified time by this title or by order of the Commission or the presiding officer, shall be by motion in writing, timely filed with the Commission, stating the facts on which the application rests, except that during the course of a proceeding, the requests may be made by oral motion in the hearing before the Commission or the presiding officer. Only for good cause shown will requests for continuance be considered. The requests for a continuance should be filed at least 5 days prior to the hearing date.

52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b).

PGW’s Motion complies with the requirements of the Commission’s regulation, above, as it was made in writing and timely filed with the Commission.  In addition, good cause exists to grant the Motion.  As stated, PGW has requested additional time to attempt to come to a settlement with Ms. Martinez.  The Commission encourages the settlement of cases because the results of a settlement are generally more favorable to the parties then the results of a fully litigated proceeding.  See 52 Pa. Code § 5.231(a).  As such, good cause exists to grant the Complainant’s continuance request.  Therefore, the Motion is granted and the hearing scheduled for February 10, 2022, will be rescheduled.

ORDER


1. That Philadelphia Gas Works’ Motion for Continuance, in the matter of Jiny Martinez v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. F-2021-3029925, is granted.

2. That the evidentiary hearing in the matter of Jiny Martinez v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. F-2021-3029925, will be rescheduled.


Date:	February 3, 2022							/s/			
								Alphonso Arnold III
								Special Agent
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